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 Uncle Sam is handing out a few extra 
breaks to parents and homeowners on their 
2011 and 2012 tax returns. Although the filing 
deadline is months away, some of these tax 
benefits require forward planning. Others may 
influence decisions you make now about child 
care, college and your home. 

The easiest credit parents can claim is the 
Child Tax Credit, says Jessi Dolmage, spokes-
person for TaxACT. "By simple virtue of being a 
parent, you can claim $1,000 for each eligible 
dependent on your 2011 and 2012 returns. Even 
better, you can receive cash back for the credit, 
as long as your earned income is over $3,000 
and your tax liability is less than the credit."

Daycare can account for a big chunk of 
working parents' income. Fortunately, you can 
recoup some of those costs with the expanded 
Child and Dependent Care Credit in 2011 and 
2012. The credit is worth between 20 and 35 
percent of up to $3,000 of qualified expenses 
per child under the age of 13, or $6,000 for two 
or more children. The credit amount decreases 
as adjusted gross income increases.

Parents who initiate and finalize an adop-
tion by the end of 2012 may qualify for the 
expanded Adoption Credit. For 2011, the credit 
is worth up to $13,170 and is refundable (like 
the Child Tax Credit). In 2012, the maximum 
amount changes to $12,170 and becomes non-
refundable. Keep in mind the IRS requires adop-
tion documents and Form 8839 to be mailed 
with your return. It takes 6 to 8 weeks for mailed 
returns to be processed, so select direct deposit 
rather than a check for the fastest refund.

College costs are higher than ever, but 

Last-chance tax 
breaks for parents 
and homeowners

T O N Y  R I C C I O
“An Experienced Roofer”
� No Middle Man � No Job Too Small

� Fully Insured �

• Shingles
• Leak Repairs

• Houses • Camps
• Barns  • Sheds

Call Tony today to schedule a Free Estimate

464-5025
day or evening • 7 days a week�

H IGHTECH SOLAR TECHNOLOGY

cp_info@mcttelecom.com603-464-5821
507 County Rd., P.O. Box 1419, Hillsboro, NH 03244

CHRIS PINKHAMCHRIS PINKHAM

Experienced & Caring

• Energy Efficient Homes
• Solar Domestic Hot Water

Systems
Look for us on

so are the available tax breaks. The refund-
able American Opportunity Credit, expanded 
Student Loan Interest Deduction and ex-
panded Coverdell Education Savings Accounts 
contribution limit add up to $7,000 in savings 
on 2011 and 2012 federal returns. Plus, you can 
deduct up to $4,000 in tuition and fees from 
your 2011 income.

Dolmage also notes, "For the first time in 
three years, there won't be a homebuyer credit 
available on federal returns. However, hom-
eowners can still save on taxes in other areas."

The Nonbusiness Energy Property Credit 
is worth up to $500 for insulation, exterior 
windows and doors, central air conditioners, 
water heaters and other improvements. Caps 
have been placed on furnaces, water boilers, 
windows, water heaters, air conditioners and 
biomass stoves. In addition, if you claimed the 
credit on your 2009 or 2010 returns, you must 
subtract the collective amount from the $500 
available for 2011.

Investing in solar hot water property, 
geothermal heat pumps and wind property 
before Dec. 31, 2016, also has tax benefits. The 
nonrefundable Residential Energy Efficient 
Property Credit allows you to claim 30 percent 
of the expenditures, although certain improve-
ments have caps. Learn more about these and 
other tax breaks at www.irs.gov and www.tax-
act.com. Estimate your 2011 federal and state 
taxes for free as early as October with Preview 
Versions of TaxACT. (ARA)
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Are you keeping your home longer than 
you expected, due to the sluggish and uncer-
tain home-resale market? If you are, you've got 
company. Only 43 percent of homeowners 
believe they would get their asking price if they 
sold today, according to the latest American 
Express Spending & Saving Tracker. 

That lack of confidence, coupled with inter-
est rates on personal savings accounts that are 
at or near record lows, has a lot of homeowners 
investing in their homes instead of depositing 
money in their banks. Now is the time to ask 
yourself if putting your hard-earned savings 
into your house is right for you. You won't see 
the return on your investment in the near-term, 
but when you factor in a quicker sale or higher 
sale price, you could end up with more profit 
than savings account interest rates can provide. 

Improvements that pay
Experts recommend that you stick to 

improvements likely to increase your home's 
resale appeal and value. There's no such thing 
as a guaranteed return on  investment, but 
some home improvements have a better value 
track record than others. A basement remodel 
will recoup 70 percent of its cost at resale, 
according to the 2010-2011 Remodeling Maga-

zine Cost vs. Value Report. Adding a bathroom 
returns more than 53 percent of your invest-
ment, while modernizing a kitchen can bring 
back 72.8 percent.

  Build a bath: If you plan to install a 
bathroom, laundry or wet bar in an area that 
lacks below-floor plumbing drainage, you can 
dramatically reduce your installation costs with 
macerating technology. Installing drainage 
in a basement, attic or garage can be messy, 
time-consuming and expensive. But with mac-
erating, or up-flush, technology, you can have 
plumbing virtually anywhere in your home, 
without breaking through floors or jackham-
mering concrete. 

Unlike conventional gravity plumbing, 
up-flush systems pump waste and water from 
toilets, showers, sinks, wet bars and washing 
machines upward. Small-diameter piping car-
ries the waste into the sewer or septic tank. For 
more information on this cost-effective plumb-
ing option, visit www.saniflo.com.

A walk-in shower is a smart and cost-effec-
tive space-saver. If you don't need storage space, 
a pedestal sink is another good alternative. 

  Rebuild a kitchen: An average 
rebuild of a kitchen takes nine months to plan 
and three months to build, according to the 
National Kitchen and Bath Association. You can 
improve the overall look and feel of a kitchen 
with a lot less work and money simply by 
refurbishing what you have. Some refurbish-
ing options include refaced cabinets instead 
of new, resurfaced countertops or an added 
backsplash, updated flooring and under-cabi-
net task lighting.

Regardless of the project you plan to 
undertake, there are a few things you can do to 
ensure you get the most for your money. 

  Establish a budget
  Hire a qualified remodeler who is famil-

iar with local building codes.
  Compare products and prices.
  Work with a contract.  (ARA)

Why a home 
remodel may 
be better than a 
savings account

Free  Delivery
90 Day Interest • Terms Available

BARNS OF BRADFORD - Factory Furniture Store
Rte 114 by Lake Massasecum, Bradford NH • 938-2618

MC/Visa/Discover • OPEN Mon-Sat 10 to 5; Sun 11 - 4 • Budget terms arranged.

Featuring Shaker & Country-style Dining Room,
Bedroom and Occasional Pieces.
Choose from Solid Oak, Maple, Ash, Cherry and Pine.

BARNS OF BRADFORD
SPRUCE UP YOUR HOME FOR AUTUMN

OTHER AUTUMN SPECIALS THROUGHOUT THE STORE
including Factory-Authorized specials on Clayton Marcus

sofas, loveseats, chairs, sleepers and recliners. Save on leather too!
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Warm weather is perfect for entertaining 
outdoors. Creating a space that's comfortable 
and stylish makes guests feel welcome for 
friendly gatherings.

"Exterior spaces are just as much in need 
of decorating as interior spaces," says Target 
Style Expert for Home and HGTV Designer, 
Sabrina Soto. "Before you begin to decorate, 
think about how you plan to use your outdoor 
space."

Envision your patio, garden or deck as an 
extension of your indoor living space and de-
sign it based on how you will use it most. Even 
a small outdoor area can serve dual purposes 
if you choose multi-functional pieces, such as a 
bench or chairs that allow for dining as well as 
a casual conversation area.

How to create 
an outdoor 
entertaining 
oasis

Start creating your space with a great 
piece of furniture as the focal point. "It's worth 
investing in outdoor furniture, like the Smith 
& Hawken Solenti collection from Target," 
suggests Soto. "The collection is made of 
Premium Grade A Teak, the best quality wood 
for the outdoors because it can withstand the 
elements and will last for years."

Once the large furniture pieces are select-
ed, accessories like cushions and toss pillows 
can add pops of color. Lush green, turquoise 
and rust add an elegant playful touch to 
neutral furniture. Create a more sophisticated 
environment by keeping accessories simple, or 
mix-and-match bright, patterned pieces to add 
a whimsical look to your outdoor space.

Planters and lighting can be used to com-

plete the look, and will create a more festive 
setting outdoors. Tall planters filled with green 
foliage can define your space and add privacy. 
Hanging lanterns and string lights - especially 
L.E.D. lighting - are a great way to illuminate an 
outdoor space and create ambiance for night-
time gatherings, without spending a lot. Line 
the perimeter of your party area with lanterns 
and create a lit pathway to lead guests out 
when the party is over.

"Simple touches transform outdoor spaces 
into inviting summer retreats," says Soto. 
"Layering in the right outdoor furniture and 
accessories will make your next outdoor event 
stylish and welcoming." For more outdoor 
decorating products and ideas, visit Target.
com. (ARA)

Location Rt 77 • Concord Stage Rd
WEARE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
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• Delivery Available
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Bringing your home from summer to fall is 
simpler than you think. It all begins with taking 
inventory of your home to determine which 
nonessential items you can eliminate or switch 
and where you can add. 

"Start with anything fabric," says Maria 
Aguerri-Gomez, Academic Dean of The Art 
Institute of Michigan-Troy, a branch campus of 
The Art Institute of Michigan. "You can change 
your couch covers, pillows and your throw 
blankets, add a duvet to your bed, change your 
window treatment or bathroom towels; or 
simply add a table runner to bring fall into your 
home without breaking your budget."

Take couch covers from creamy and off-
white tones to fall tones and colors. Choose 
earth tones such as reds and browns to bring 
depth and warmth. Navy blue can also be a 
great color to add in fall that can transition to 
winter. Not completely committed to bringing 
that much color into your living room? Change 
your pillows or throw blankets to develop an 
accented atmospheric change. Take a look 
at your window treatments and consider a 
heavier fabric with possible prints.

"Paisley is coming back this fall." Aguerri-

Gomez says. "Use paisley prints on curtains or 
pillows, or venture out and buy a paisley arm 
chair that can nestle nicely into an unused 
corner in your bedroom or living room."

Elizabeth Polish, an Interior Design Instruc-
tor at The Art Institute of New York City and 
owner of Elizabeth Polish Design, says bird 
prints are making their way into homes via 
lampshades and carpets this fall.

Keep the cold away by adding rugs. Over-
lapping rugs is a trend that can bring contrast-
ing elements together, while unifying sections 
of a room. Aguerri-Gomez recommends taking 
a bamboo or wicker rug and overlapping it 
with a more classical rug. "It's a great way to 
bring contrast, color and texture to the room."

Aguerri-Gomez predicts that mustard will 
be a key color this fall. Add a mustard table 
runner and change up your dinnerware and 
placemats to bring your table from light and 
airy to warm and welcoming. Don't want to 
part with the lemons and limes nestled inside 
your glass vase as table decor? Try compromis-
ing and replace the citrus with artichokes and 
pomegranates for a fall final touch.

For those that like to have feng shui ele-

Take your home from summer to fall

ments in their home, you'll be happy to know 
that gold is making a comeback. Try mercury 
or gold canisters, vases and accents. In the 
past, gold and mercury were reserved for the 
holidays or special celebrations, but now you 
can bring them out earlier to bring that shiny 
pop the room will need.

The last touch to bringing your home from 
summer to fall is mood lighting. Polish recom-
mends utilizing energy efficient LED lights and 
bulbs. Because you've most likely added thicker 
curtains to keep the cold out, make sure key 
areas are lit. Where you don't need too much 
light, go for the dimming effect. "Change your 
lampshades if you can't dim your lights. Make 
your living space as cozy as you can while sav-
ing energy at the same time," Polish says. (ARA)

603-428-7155  •  www.cousineaus.com
1310 Old Concord Road, Henniker, NH 03242
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Are you tired of your table? Is your dresser 
looking drab? Don't worry - it's easy to update 
your current furniture with a coat of paint and 
have it looking fabulous in no time.

"We all have furniture that is either 
outdated or worn, but we're just not ready to 
invest in new," says Katherine Merkle, Krylon 
brand manager, "Luckily, with a bit of spray 
paint - especially a version that's paint and 
primer in one - it's simple to revitalize your 
current pieces to make them lovely and enjoy-
able, and for only a few dollars."

In fact, homeowners can find inspiration 
to update their home by visiting a variety 
of websites, including www.transformyo-
urhometoday.com or www.ultimatespraypro-
tection.com. Both offer step-by-step project 
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Fast fixes 
for fabulous 
furniture

directions, such as this unique table and chairs 
project.

Materials needed: table and chairs, Krylon 
Dual paint and primer spray paint in two 
complementary colors (example: Regal Blue 
and Khaki), a screwdriver, painter's tape and a 
drop cloth.

Instructions:

CARBONE’S:

• Enjoy instant shade for your deck or patio
with no supports or obstructions

• Easily retracts with simple turn of the awning wand
• Choose from a wide variety of colors, sizes and options 

to complement your home’s exterior

Your  Window, Awning & Flooring Specialist

193 Island Street, Keene

Phone: 352-1932 • 1-800-427-1932

Add Shade and Extra Living
Space to Your Home

Retractable Deck and Patio Awnings

64
Years  of
Service

Serving the heating needs of Henniker 
and the surrounding towns for over 60 years.

20 Hall Ave., Henniker • Route 114, Bradford

428-3333  •  938-5335

We honor Visa, MasterCard, American Express 
& Discover Cards as well as the Ayer & Goss Card.

FUELS

FUEL OILS • LP GAS
24 Hour Self Service • Gasoline & Diesel Pumps

  Set up a well-ventilated spray area by 
covering a flat work surface and the floor with 
a drop cloth. 

  Disassemble the table top and chair 
bases from the legs and then clean all sur-
faces. 

  Cover or fill screw holes with small 
pieces of tape so that paint does not clog the 
holes. 

  To paint the table top, turn it upside 
down and first paint the bottom surface. 

  Once it's dry, turn the table top right 
side up and elevate it by 2 to 3 inches to 
ensure coverage of the edges. 

  When painting the chairs, begin by 
inverting them and painting the bottom sides 
first. Be sure to paint from every side so that 
you don't miss any surface. Allow to dry com-
pletely, turn right side up and finish painting 
from each side. 

  To paint the base of the table, spray one 
side at a time, allowing it to dry in between. 

  Finally, closely inspect each piece 
before you reassemble to make sure that the 
surfaces are fully covered.

In a short time, and with minimal invest-
ment, you can create a table and chairs that 
look like new. For more information on other 
projects or products from Krylon, visit www.
projectsinacan.com. (ARA)
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Replacing countertops and the sink can 
give your kitchen a whole new look - for a 
fraction of the cost of a major remodel. Mix in 
simple cosmetic upgrades such as a fresh coat 
of paint and cabinet hardware, and kitchen re-
modeling becomes affordable and achievable.

To minimize the risk of a style clash 
between these two important kitchen design 
elements, seek out a sink with classic style and 
practical functionality, such as an apron-front 
sink - a design has stood the test of time. 

Until recently, adding an apron sink meant 
replacing both cabinetry and countertops. But 
the KOHLER Whitehaven self-trimming apron-
front kitchen sink solves the problem. In addi-
tion to being available in a conventional 9-inch 
apron that requires an apron-front sink base 
cabinet, the Whitehaven also comes in a 7-inch 
retrofit version that allows you to achieve the 
farmhouse look without replacing cabinetry. 

The basin itself is still 9 inches deep, but the 
7-inch apron fits a standard sink base cabinet. 
Made of durable Kohler Enameled Cast Iron, 
the sink is available in 16 colors, including 
much-loved neutrals and brighter, designer 
hues. Log on to www.kohler.com.  (ARA)

Smart upgrades that remake your kitchen

Family Owned & Operated

Beckett
Glass & Aluminum LLC

Serving Central NH since 1969

Hours:
Mon - Fri

8 AM - 6PM
Sat 9 AM - 2 PM

225-3600

Fabricating & Installing

•   Custom Tub &
Shower Enclosures

•   Custom Mirrors
•   Custom Screens
•   Storm & Screen Doors
•   Window & Plate Glass
•   Custom Furniture Tops

41 South State Street  Concord
www.beckettglass.com

 Rinnai Tankless 
  Water Heaters
• Heat water only when needed
• Energy effi  cient
• Contemporary design
• Improved performance and longevity

Only $1,995 Average Installation

Never run out of hot water!

Plumbing • Heating • Well Pumps • Air & Water Conditioning
Sales • Service • Installation • NH Master Plumbers Lic. #1498

New London: 256-2098 • Concord: 224-7186
Henniker, 78 Depot Hill Road 428-7990 • info@agsservices.net



 Most of us view our backyard as an exten-
sion of indoor living space where we can relax 
and entertain, where no harm will come to 
us, our children or our pets. However, from a 
practical and statistical standpoint, this is an 
incorrect assumption. Accidents can happen 
anywhere at any time, and just like you child-
proof your house, you need to childproof your 
backyard.

Keeping your backyard childproof begins 
with your fence. A yard without a fence is a little 
like a house without walls. Fences help protect 
children from danger, keeping toddlers out of 
swimming pools, hot tubs and ponds or keep-
ing them in the yard, away from busy traffic or 
strangers. Fences can also help keep your own 
pets in your yard, and other animals out. They 
can reduce your liability by preventing injuries 
to uninvited guests on your property, or dam-
age or injury caused by escaped pets.

"A good weekend home improvement 
project should be ensuring that your fences 
and gates are functioning properly and are 
protected from rust, a destructive force that can 
render gate hardware useless or dangerous," 
says Jim Paterson, senior vice president of D&D 

Enjoy your backyard all year long with safety tips

Technologies, which manufactures gate latches 
and hinges made of ultra-strong engineering 
polymers. "In our research, we found that when 
homeowners consider their fencing needs, 
rusty metal gate hardware that no longer func-
tions properly or becomes a threat to children 
was their No. 1 concern. Most homeowners are 
not aware that rust-free and adjustable gate 
hardware is available."

Additional precautions to take when child-
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proofing your backyard:
  Cover any protruding bolts on swing 

sets and do not attach ropes or cords, which 
could become strangulation hazards.

  Remove old tree stumps and rocks, level 
concrete footings to avoid tripping.

  Seal wooded items such as decks, swing 
sets and picnic tables yearly and remove and 
sand any rough areas to avoid splinters.

  Completely fence pool and spa areas 
with self-closing latch and self-latching gates, 
with latches out of the reach of children such as 
the MagnalatchTM Safety Gate Latch.

  Eliminate access to lawn equipment and 
chemicals. Put these items completely out of 
the reach of children.

  Keep a first aid kit accessible, and a res-
cue kit for those backyards with water features, 
as well as your mobile phone.

Your back yard can be a year-round haven 
for family and friends, and a little prevention 
along the way will keep it safe.

Look for D&D Technologies rust free gate 
hardware and child safety latches under the 
Stanley Hardware brand through Lowe's for 
more details.  (ARA)

NATIVE LUMBER, BARK MULCH,
WOODCHIPS, SAWDUST

Custom Sawing Available � Wholesale & Retail

ALL NATURAL
Chemical & Dye Free!

DELIVERY CAN BE ARRANGED!

• Forest Management / Timber Harvesting
• New Hampshire Licensed

Professional Foresters

New England Forest Products
Rte. 31, Greenfield, NH • (603) 547-3207

� Tank Pumping � Drain Cleaning
� Video Inspection � Portable Toilets

www.americangss.com

78 Depot Hill Rd.
Henniker, NH

03242

428-8033
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526-5900
New London

Toll Free
888-345-8033 

Fax 428-3102

Ron Goss
-President-

Phone: 428-7900
1-800-982-9596

P.O. Box 840, Route 114
Henniker, New Hampshire 03242

Concrete Precast Products Available
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 Many of us experienced damage caused 
by last winter's ice dams. Were you concerned 
about snow and ice buildup on your roof? With 
the warm weather, this could be the last thing 
you may be thinking about. 

However, being prepared for the those 
nasty cold surprises and taking care of the 
preventative roof maintenance when it's warm 
is a better alternative than having to make an 
emergency repair outside during cold or ex-
treme weather. So on a warm and dry day, run 
through the following checklist to make sure 
your roof remains in good shape throughout 
the year:

  Clear gutters of dust and debris. Twigs 
and other debris will often settle on your roof 
and then get washed into your gutters. Clear-
ing your gutters at the beginning of the warm 
season can help to ensure that water won't 
collect in them. Allowing gutters to clog and 
overflow could possibly cause water damage, 
put undue stress on your gutters and create 
potential ice dams.

   Install roof and gutter de-icing cables. 
These specially designed electric heating 
cables help protect your property by efficiently 
reducing ice formation along roof edges, 

Roof maintenance done today saves trouble later

in gutters, drains and downspouts. When 
properly installed, these products create a path 
for the melt water from ice or snow to drain off 
the roof. Installing de-icing cables during the 
warmer months can keep you from having to 
deal with ice dams in the winter. For additional 
information you can contact a heating cable 
manufacturer, such as EasyHeat Roof and Gut-
ter De-Icing Cables.

  Inspect the places where your gutters 
are joined to the roof to make sure they are se-
curely attached. Inspect your roof for mosses or 
other vegetation that may be growing on your 
shingles. After sweeping off debris or vegeta-
tion, it is recommended to apply a special re-
moval solution (approved for use on your roof), 
or call a professional service to clear the roof.

  Another way to minimize ice dams is 

to inspect your attic space to make sure it is 
properly insulated and ventilated. Improperly 
insulated attics can cause hot air to collect at 
the top of your home during the winter, heat-
ing the roof and causing snow to melt and ice 
to form. Properly insulating your attic can also 
help you save on heating and cooling costs, 
according to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. It may be advised to consult with a 
local professional service on this type of work if 
you aren't familiar with insulation and ventila-
tion systems.Once you've gone through your 
roof maintenance checklist, you can rest easy 
that you won't have to get out the ladder to fix 
a problem and your roof is protected against 
the frosty weather. For more information on 
roof and gutter de-icing and how to prevent ice 
dams, visit www.easyheat.com.  (ARA)

DIRECTV has more of what 
you want to watch!

°24-MO. LEASE AGREEMENT: Must maintain 24 consecutive months of any DIRECTV base programming package ($29.99/mo. or above) or qualifying international services bundle. FAILURE TO ACTIVATE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE EQUIPMENT LEASE ADDENDUM MAY RESULT 
IN A CHARGE OF $150 PER RECEIVER. IF SERVICE IS TERMINATED EARLY, A CANCELLATION FEE OF $20/MONTH REMAINING WILL APPLY. ALL EQUIPMENT IS LEASED AND MUST BE RETURNED TO DIRECTV UPON CANCELLATION, OR UNRETURNED EQUIPMENT 
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requires activation of the CHOICE XTRA package or above; MAS ULTRA or above (or for DVR receiver, OPTIMO MÁS Package or above); Jadeworld; or any qualifying international service bundle, which shall include the PREFERRED CHOICE programming package (valued at $38.99/mo.). 
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THE 2ND AND EACH ADDITIONAL RECEIVER. †FREE HD OFFER: Includes access to HD Channels associated with your programming package. Number and type of HD channels based on package selection. To be eligible for Free HD you must activate and maintain the CHOICE XTRA 
package or higher, plus enrollment in Auto Bill Pay. Also requires at least one (1) HD Receiver and activation of HD Access. In certain markets, programming/pricing may vary. 
‡To access DIRECTV HD programming, an HD Access fee ($10/mo.) and HD television equipment are required. Number of HD channels varies by package selected. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Pricing residential. Taxes not included. 
Receipt of DIRECTV programming subject to DIRECTV Customer Agreement; copy provided at directv.com/legal and in first bill. PHOTO CREDITS: The Penguins of Madagascar ©2010 Viacom International Inc. and DreamWorks Animation. All Rights Reserved. ©2010 DIRECTV, Inc. 
DIRECTV and the Cyclone Design logo, FAMILY and CHOICE XTRA are trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc. All other trademarks and service marks are the property of their respective owners.

The most 
full-time HD channels—

over 160!‡

Models may vary. With activation of 

CHOICE XTRA™ package or higher. With 

24 mo. agreement and activation of 

Whole-Home DVR service.°

2 FREE
UPGRADES

HD DVR & HD RECEIVER

Models may vary. With activation of 

$298
Value!

FREE HD

OVER 160 HD CHANNELS 
AVAILABLE‡

With CHOICE XTRATM package or higher, 
and Auto Bill Pay.†

Custom installation extra.

FREE
PRO INSTALL
IN UP TO 4 ROOMS

FREE
FOR 3 MONTHS^

Get 21 movie channels!

Over $70 Value!

Offer ends 2/9/11 Limited-time offerOffer ends 2/9/11 Limited-time offer

12 Channels 9 Channels

With CHOICE XTRA™ package or higher.

Offer ends 2/9/11 Limited-time offer
you want to watch!

PACKAGES 
START AT

Everyday Low Price
The FAMILY™ package

$2999
mo.

NO START-UP 

COSTS!

NO EQUIPMENT TO BUY! 

NO EQUIPMENT TO BUY! 

Act now and get:

Switch today! 1-888-473-5187   
Offer ends 2/9/11. Credit card required (except in MA & PA). New approved customers only (lease required). $19.95 Handling & Delivery fee may apply. 

Applicable use tax adjustment may apply on the retail value of the installation.

The Penguins of Madagascar 
on 

IT’S FAST!
IT’S EASY!
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 Selling, buying or just putting a house on 
the market may raise many questions. Can I get 
a good price? Are there any problems I should 
fix prior to listing my house? If I buy this house, 
will I encounter problems that may make me 
regret my decision?

Having a qualified professional inspect your 
house prior to putting it on the market - or for 
prospective buyers, before closing on a sale - 
can help guide your decision.

Nearly two out of three homeowners re-
cently surveyed by American Society of Home 
Inspectors (ASHI) reported they saved a lot of 
money as a result of having a home inspection 
during the selling/buying of a house. Sellers 
use inspections to help determine potential 

Secrets of a 
solid home 
inspection

problems that can be repaired or replaced 
prior to listing - potentially getting them a 
higher sale price. And buyers use the inspec-
tions to determine if they want to invest in the 
property, or help negotiate for a better price 
that would include the repair and replacement 

of potential problems.
Not all home inspectors are certified and 

licensed. ASHI's "Find an Inspector" tool allows 
homeowners to locate an inspector in their 
area. Always check with your local inspector for 
a complete list of services provided.  (ARA)

MB74

 

1-888-607-7344

2499
MO24$

Packages starting at:

FOR 12 MONTHS

Local Channels Included Everywhere!

FREE for 3 Months -

FREE Installation with DVR - Up to 6 Rooms!

FREE HD DVR Upgrade

(10 channels)

FREE DISH Platinum for 3 months, 
get unlimited access to over 2,500 movies!

FIVEFIVEFIVEFIVEFIVEPACKAGES
UNDER 50$FIVEFIVEFIVEFIVEFIVEFIVEFIVEFIVE

Also offering

FREE HD FOR LIFE!
(O�er requires 24-month Agreement)

Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Programming credits apply during first 12 months. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of current account; requires 
24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Showtime offer ($39 value) requires AutoPay with Paperless Billing; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. DISH Platinum offer requires qualifying HD programming, AutoPay with Paperless Billing; after 3 
months you must choose to continue subscription. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH Network upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Limit 6 leased tuners per account; upfront and monthly fees may apply based on type and number 
of receivers. HD programming requires HD television. Prices, packages and programming subject to change without notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 
5/17/11. SHOWTIME and related marks are registered trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company.  All new customers are subject to a one-time Non-Refundable Processing Fee.  DirecTV savings based on choice package plus HD programming & DVR service for 2 TV Set UP, current price as of 
01/06/11.  Digital Cable cost based on CNN Money article “Why cable is going to cost you even more”- 01/09/10  assumes America’s Top 120 at $44.99 compared to average cable price at $75.00.  99.9% signal reliability applies to transmission of DISH Network signal to customers.  Reception may vary 
for individual customers.  

($6/mo DVR service fee applies)

NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!NOW ON DISH NETWORK!
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Redecorating a room is an exciting way to 
freshen up your home, but might also seem like 
a daunting task if you don't identify with just 
one conventional style category. Traditional de-
sign, for instance, is classic, inviting and elegant, 
while contemporary design includes more 
clean lines, modern accents and natural hues. 
But what if you like a little from each category? 
With the right tools and a proper balance, you 
can blur the lines between traditional, transi-
tional and contemporary design to create a 
room that represents your own unique style.

More and more, the tendency to mix and 
match furniture, materials or colors from dif-
ferent design categories is becoming popular 
among homeowners looking to turn their 
space into an extension of themselves.

"Whether hosting a family dinner or 
neighborhood party, the kitchen and 
bathroom are two areas of the home most 
frequented by guests," says Judd Lord, director 
of industrial design at Delta Faucet Company. 
"That's why there is so much emphasis placed 

What's your 
design 
personality?

on the design of these rooms. Homeowners 
should take the opportunity to experiment 
with different design elements and truly 
personalize these spaces so they reflect their 
individual personality."

An easy place to begin is at the faucet, 
which serves as the focal point of the room 
and can be simply updated. And, if you're 
torn between style categories, here's a tip. In 
general, a warmer finish on a contemporary 

Order your FREE catalog and FREE fabric swatches 
online at www.simplicitysofas.com/print121.

Custom-built in High Point, NC. 100 in-stock fabrics available.
Large and small sofas fit through narrow doors and stairways.

Assembles in 15 minutes with no tools. Ships in 4 weeks.

S I M P L I C I T Y  S O FA S
877.308.5930

www.simplicitysofas.com/print121

FURNITURE THAT

F.I.T.S.
Furniture In Tight Spaces

Shown with optional slipcover.

faucet is well suited for someone who wants a 
modern design, but doesn't want to sacrifice 
the cozy atmosphere of a room. Delta Faucet's 
contemporary Trinsic collection, for example, 
delivers a big impact on the overall look of 
the space. But, for those who like the sleek, 
modern architecture, yet prefer a more tradi-
tional overall design scheme, selecting a less 
contemporary finish will balance out the look. 
A great option would be Champagne Bronze 
with soft, brushed gold hues.

Cabinetry can also be customized to fit 
your storage needs, as well as your niche style. 
Depending on what you are looking for, differ-
ent door shapes, wood finishes or color selec-
tions can add an air of modern chic or create an 
inviting atmosphere. 

Glass windows or open cabinets allow you 
to showcase accent pieces, which can also help 
you achieve your desired design style. Plus, 
one can never underestimate the power of 
hardware. Simply mixing a rustic drawer pull 
with an understated wood and finish can give 
the entire cabinet and room a different feel.

Whether you want to make a bold state-
ment or create a traditional, clean backdrop for 
the other elements within the room, infusing 
wall color and texture provides another easy 
way to achieve a custom design aesthetic.

Don't sweat it if you find yourself confused 
by which design fits your personal style. There 
are a multitude of products available that can 
help you defy the lines between cut and dry 
design categories and have fun creating your 
own customized look.  (ARA)
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 Maintaining a healthy home is critical for 
your family's welfare - especially now as the 
weather cools and you begin to spend more 
time indoors. 

Applying a few simple solutions now will 
ensure your indoor living environment is safe 
and healthy for seasons to come.

  Reduce toxins
Be mindful of the volatile organic com-

pounds (VOCs) found in many interior paints 
and finishes. For indoor jobs, select paint with 
low or no VOCs to keep your air fresher. Ad-
ditionally, some houseplants such as ivy and 

Tips for 
keeping 
your home 
healthy

gerbera daisies can help to naturally remove 
VOCs from your indoor air.

  Clean your indoor air
Installing a whole-home air filtration 

system can help to remove indoor allergens 
including dust, mildew, pet dander and pollen 
from the air you breathe. For example, the 
AccuClean (TM) System by American Standard 
Heating & Air Conditioning removes up to 
99.98 percent of the allergens from your 

filtered air.
  Prevent mold
Maintain healthy indoor humidity levels 

by venting bathrooms and clothes dryers and 
using an exhaust fan while cooking. 

  Watch out for CO
Make sure your home's heating system, 

including items such as a furnace or heat 
pump, vents and chimney, are inspected and 
serviced by a professional contractor.  (ARA)
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 Cellphone users have more options than 
ever. But with all these options, it can be diffi-
cult to determine which cellphone plans work 
the best for your usage pattern. 

With no-contract plans being relatively 
new on the wireless market, confusion con-
tinues to surround what these plans offer. 
With no-contract, postpaid cellphone plans, 
customers pay a flat monthly rate at the end 
of their usage cycle for an allotted amount of 
minutes, text messages and data. Alternately, 
with prepaid services, customers pay for 
minutes up front and use them until they run 
out or expire. 

More and more people are finding that 
flexible postpaid no-contract cellphone plans 
are a great option when trying to get the most 
for their money. In fact, half of all no-contract 
customers opt for postpaid plans, compared 
to just 30 percent in 2008, according to a 
recent study by J.D. Power and Associates.

Here are some common myths surround-
ing no-contract postpaid cellphone plans:

Myth: No-contract plans are only avail-
able with prepaid options.

Fact: No-contract cellphone plans are 
available with both postpaid and prepaid 
options.

Myth: Prepaid plans are less expensive 
than postpaid, no-contract plans.

Fact: It depends on how much you use 

Dispelling the cellphone plan myths

your phone, but prepaid minutes usually 
come at a greater per minute cost and min-
utes may disappear if they aren't used within 
a certain time frame. Even if you only use your 
phone a moderate amount, there's a good 
chance you'd save money with a postpaid 
cellphone plan.

Myth: No-contract plans are the same as 
prepaid plans.

Fact: A no-contract cellphone plan simply 
means you can change your service whenever 
you'd like. No-contract plans can either be 
postpaid or prepaid plans.

Myth: Prepaid plans allow for better cost 
control - you know exactly how much you're 

going to spend.
Fact: Your bill may vary month-to-month 

with a prepaid cellphone plan, as monthly 
usage is often inconsistent. No-contract, 
postpaid companies like Consumer Cellular 
allow customers to change their plans up 
until the last day of their billing cycle to avoid 
expensive overage charges. Customers can 
also downgrade plans to avoid paying for 
unused minutes.

Myth: Phones cost more with no-contract 
cellphone plan providers

Fact: While many contract providers 
offer discounted phones, so do no-contract 
providers. Consumer Cellular offers a wide 
variety of phones that range from free to $50. 
Available phones include senior-friendly Doro 
phones to the more advanced Motorola Bravo 
smartphone.

Not long ago, cellphone users seemingly 
had one option: Sign a two-year contract and 
get locked into a cellphone plan. But as more 
providers look to offer wireless customers 
with additional options, mobile users have 
many more choices when considering plans 
that work best for them.

Many consumers now recognize the 
benefits of no-contract, postpaid plans. For 
more information on available no-contract 
cellphone plans, visit www.consumercellular.
com.  (ARA)



Page 14  |  NH HOMeS & HOMe IMPROVeMeNT  |  SePTeMbeR 2011  |  www.gRaNITequIll.cOM

Luxurious Home or B&B
Main house plus four outbuildings. Bennington 1900s New Englander 

with 8 acres in town. Hardwood fl oors, amazing built-ins, heated 
wrap around porch, screen porch, 4 bedrooms including 
master w/bath. Frontage on two roads. Only $399,000.

246 W. Main St., Hillsboro 464-3053
Red Coat Realty

Where you are #1! 
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Stunning Views...
Deering: Just look at the 50 mile view--WOW! Not to mention the perennial 

garden, a 4 stall barn with electricity, water and phone lines. The open concept 
“Greatroom” has kitchen, liv. rm and din. rm with cath. ceilings overlooking 

this spectacular view. Three bdrms, 3 baths, fam. rm, 2 car garage, 
stream, pond on 15.5 acres.  #1726  $349,000.

246 W. Main St., Hillsboro 464-3053
Red Coat Realty

Where you are #1! 
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Red Coat Homes
246 West Main St., Hillsboro  •  464-3880

Eagle’s Nest
Panelized Homes

Integrity
Modular Homes

Pine Grove
Mobile Homes

Integrity Modular
Log Homes

Moosehead Cedar
Log Homes

redcoat@mcttelecom.com

Let us build one for you.
Your lot or ours — anywhere in New Hampshire!

Proudly Representing...


