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Creating a space your kids can call their 
own doesn't need to break the bank or 
require too much of your time. With a little 
creative thinking, you can transform any 
space into the perfect kid-friendly retreat.

  Color the walls
Children are drawn to bright colors that 

stimulate their creativity. And, though you 
don't want them taking matters into their 
own hands when it comes to wall art, there 
are other great ways to create a beautifully 
colorful environment. With Dutch Boy's Cray-
ola palette, a more fun and playful kids room 
is just a few paint strokes away. Featuring 
vibrant shades that match your kids' crayons, 
this palette offers an easy way to bring life 
into your child's hideaway. Whimsical colors 
will instantly transform your child's room into 
a fun-filled, lively space. You don't need to 
stick with one shade, either. Paint an accent 
wall or even do custom designs or stripes. 

  Fun-size furniture
Adult-sized furniture can leave your child 

feeling like Goldilocks, so bring in some pint-
sized pieces to make them believe the room 
is specially meant just for them. Even if your 
budget is tight, there are plenty of options 
for fun-size furniture available. Kids' chairs 
and tables are great additions to help them 
comfortably color, read books, do crafts and 
exercise their creativity. And there is no need 
to spend a fortune. Garage sales commonly 
offer kids furniture, which can easily be 
restored. Even if a find appears worn, a fresh 
coat of white paint and some bright chair 

cushions will instantly make it good-as-new - 
for a fraction of the price. 

  Dreamland bedding
Making sure your little one has a cozy, 

restful space to sleep is important, and bal-
ancing comfort with creativity is easier and 
less costly than you might think. There are 
endless bedroom options to suit every style 
and age, and letting children choose bed-
ding or a quilt cover they love can make their 
bedtime routine go more smoothly. Match-
ing pillows can help create a cohesive look, 
and fun cushions or bright body pillows can 
help kids sit comfortably on the floor with a 
book or game. 

  Storage
Crayons, and teddy bears, and games, 

oh my! Storing all of your child's precious 
belongings can be challenging, especially if 
the room is small. 

To avoid the "warzone" look, invest in a 
few storage options that will improve the 
look of your child's room while teaching him 
to clean up after himself. Closed cabinets 
and clear tubs are great for storing stuffed 
animals, craft items and action figures, while 
open bookshelves work well for books, 
games and puzzles. Open cubby systems are 
also a good way to teach young children or-
ganization skills while keeping their favorite 
toys easily accessible. (ARA)

How to create 
the perfect 
kids room

 TONY RICCIO
EXPERIENCED

ROOFER

Local References
• Insured •

No Middle Man • No Job Too Small
 • Metal • Shingles

• Leak Repairs
• Houses • Camps

• Barns • Sheds

464-5025
Call Tony today to schedule a Free Estimate

Call 7 d
ays

 a week —

 day or evening

H IGHTECH SOLAR TECHNOLOGY

cp_info@mcttelecom.com603-464-5821
507 County Rd., P.O. Box 1419, Hillsboro, NH 03244

CHRIS PINKHAMCHRIS PINKHAM

Experienced & Caring

• Energy Efficient Homes
• Solar Domestic Hot Water

Systems
Look for us on



During summer, many of us look forward 
to fun-filled days at the pool or beach, but 
we definitely don't look forward to exorbi-
tantly high cooling bills during the heat of 
the season.

A typical single-family home shells out 
$2,200 in annual energy costs, according 
a recent study by the U.S. Department of 
Energy's Lawrence Berkeley National Labora-
tory. And according to the Laboratory's 
website, if a house has central air condition-
ing, even though the system is only used a 
few months out of the year, it is most likely 
the single biggest consumer of electricity, 
driving annual air conditioning costs that 
can exceed a shocking $1,000.

However, there are a number of ways 
you can improve the energy-efficient 
aspects of your home and save on electricity 
costs.

  Seal the deal
According to U.S. Environmental Protec-

tion Agency (EPA), one of the most cost-
effective ways to improve energy efficiency 
in homes is to seal and insulate windows 
and doors. 

Often, this means replacing old, leaky, 
sticky, poorly performing windows and 
doors. A typical home that replaces its 
single-paned, clear glass windows with 
energy-efficient windows can realize up to 
$494 in annual savings, according to the EPA.

"Windows are a wonderful source of 
natural light, but if they are old, they can act 
as giant heat lamps in the summer, allowing 
the sun's heat into a home," says David Har-
rison, chief marketing office of Champion 
Windows, one of the nation's leading home 

improvement companies. "By installing 
our Comfort 365 Replacement Windows, 
homeowners can help shrink their cooling 
bills. Champion's Double hung replacement 
windows exceed ENERGY STAR rating re-
quirements by an average of 42 percent for 
Solar Heat Gain, which is the measure of the 
sun's heat that comes through your window. 
Champion windows also help keep the cool 
air in and still let in natural sunlight - without 
the heat."

For more energy saving window tips 
check out the U.S. Department of Energy's 
website or Champion Window's Energy 
Efficient Replacement Windows at www.
championwindow.com.

  On the side
Another great way to cut costs is to 

increase insulation by installing energy-
efficient siding. Vinyl siding and energy-ef-

ficient underlayment can increase a home's 
R-value, a measure of insulation's ability to 
resist heat traveling through it. The higher 
the R-value, the better the thermal perfor-
mance of the insulation. By increasing the 
R-value, homeowners can save more than 20 
percent on their electricity bills, according to 
energysavers.gov.

"Installing an energy-efficient siding sys-
tem, including ENERGY STAR rated insulation 
board, can help insulate your home against 
the heat, reduce the amount of air flow into 
your house, making it easier to keep cool 
air in during the summer," says Harrison. "At 
Champion, our customers have told us they 
were pleasantly surprised to see a decrease 
in their energy bills after their siding instal-
lation."

Other ways to improve energy efficiency 
and lower summer electric bills include:

• Increasing insulation in attics
• Making sure you have proper roof 
   ventilation
• Sealing air conditioner ducts
• Keeping your blinds closed when the 
   sun is shining in
• Using a programmable thermostat
By making a few of these changes, you 

won't cringe when you open those utility 
bills, and you might even be able to reap 
benefits beyond the summer.

"If homes are not properly insulated or 
sealed, cool air is leaking out and homeown-
ers are throwing money out of the window," 
says Harrison. "By making a few energy-ef-
ficient changes to your home, you can help 
keep electric bills in check and even increase 
the value of your home." (ARA)

SUPER SUMMER
SALEABRATION!
•  Shaker & Country-Style Dining Room, Bedroom and Occasional Pieces.
• Choose from Solid Oak, Maple, Cherry, Ash and Pine
• Other Summer Specials Throughout the Store including Factory
   Authorized Specials on Clayton Marcus Sofas, Loveseats, Chairs, Sleepers and Recliners —
• Large Rebates on American Made 100% Leather Furniture

BARNS OF BRADFORD - Factory Furniture Store
Rte 114 by Lake Massasecum, Bradford NH • 938-2618

MC/Visa/Discover • OPEN Mon-Sat 10 to 5; Sun 11-4 • Budget terms arranged.

Free AreaDelivery

Summer Specials Featuring...

Lower energy costs and get a facelift for your home
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Family Owned & Operated

Beckett
Glass & Aluminum LLC

Serving Central NH since 1969

Hours:
Mon - Fri

8 AM - 6PM
Sat 9 AM - 2 PM

225-3600

Fabricating & Installing

•   Custom Tub &
Shower Enclosures

•   Custom Mirrors
•   Custom Screens
•   Storm & Screen Doors
•   Window & Plate Glass
•   Custom Furniture Tops

41 South State Street  Concord
www.beckettglass.com

  Size up your space
Before starting any project, big or small, 

evaluate the space and determine how you 
want it to work for you. Sometimes solutions 
for one issue can provide an answer for other 
challenges. For example, by adding a move-
able island to create additional prep space, 
you've now also got an area for friends and 
family to gather when you entertain.

  Make a plan
When you've decided on the scope of 

your project, it's time to determine what 
resources you'll need to make it happen. On-
line tools like Merillat's Step-By-Step Kitchen 
Planner can help you get an idea of what 
elements you're looking for and how they'll 
work in your space. Talking with a design 
professional can help you decide if you need 
additional support. 

  Get organized 
If you're remodeling, look for cabinets to 

help contain clutter and keep countertops 
clear. Storage solutions such as pull-out 
spice racks, in-drawer cutting boards, drawer 
organizers and dividers keep all your cook-
ing utensils out of the way but close at hand, 
and can make life in the kitchen easier for 
everyday use and entertaining.  Look for cre-
ative ways to make the most of your cabinets 

and drawers by placing items close to where 
they'll be used. Have pots and pans, spices 
and utensils close to the stove. Put storage 
containers and dishes near the fridge or 
serving area. Make sure you put your most 
frequently used items in the most accessible 
places. For more design tips for kitchens of 
any size, visit merillat.com. (ARA)

Tips and tricks for 
using every inch 
of a tiny kitchen

CARBONE’S:

• Enjoy instant shade for your deck or patio
with no supports or obstructions

• Easily retracts with simple turn of the awning wand
• Choose from a wide variety of colors, sizes and options 

to complement your home’s exterior

Your  Window, Awning & Flooring Specialist

193 Island Street, Keene
Phone: 352-1932 • 1-800-427-1932

Add Shade and Extra Living
Space to Your Home

Retractable Deck and Patio Awnings

64
Years  of
Service
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Interior designers, architects, decorators 
and homeowners have been relying on sky-
lights to add beauty, warmth, natural light 
and passive ventilation to interior designs for 
decades. Fortunately, advances in skylight 
design make them a cost-effective, green 
design element as well.

Less dependence on artificial light 
sources or powered ventilation can mean 
lower electric bills in summer. Plus, warm 
sun entering the home through a skylight in 
winter can reduce your heating bills, as well. 
In fact, EnergyStar.gov says that installing 
Energy Star-qualified skylights, windows and 
doors can shrink your home's energy bill - 
and carbon footprint - by 7 to 15 percent 
over non-qualified products.

"Skylights convey drama, yet they're a 
surprisingly cost-effective home improve-
ment," says Ross Vandermark, national 

product manager of Velux, manufacturers of 
the "No-Leak Skylight." "Installing skylights 
can be less costly than buying new designer 
furniture or putting in new carpet. Plus, if 
your interior design cries out for natural 

light, it's more practical and cost-effective 
to place skylights overhead than to add 
windows to a wall."

Log on to www.veluxusa.com to learn 
more about skylights. (ARA)

The design 
element that can 

add drama 
and save cash

Location Rt 77 • Concord Stage Rd
WEARE, NEW HAMPSHIRE

• Portable Containers 
For Sale Or Rent

• Delivery Available

• All Sizes Are Available 
• 6 Month Pre-Paid Discounts 
• Call for Details! 

529-HIDE (4433)

• G a t e d  &  L i g h t e d  F a c i l i t y  
• Outs ide S torage Avai lable  For

R V S ,  B O A T S ,  C A M P E R S ,  E T C

628 Rush Road • Henniker, New Hampshire

PATENAUDE LUMBER

• Bagged Shavings 
• Processed Bark Mulch

• Red & Black Colored Mulch

PHONE: 428-3224 • FAX: 428-3220
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 Remodeling projects have increased in 
popularity over the past few years as home-
owners have decided to improve on what they 
have, rather than take a risk in the real estate 
market. Whether you're hoping to sell your 
home or create a more enjoyable living space, 
tackle home improvement projects that make 
a big impact and add value.  

One of the top return-on-investment 
remodeling projects is updating a bathroom. 
Bathroom updates even outweigh kitchen 
projects in terms of getting back what you 
spend, according to CNN Money. And, if you 
take a cost-conscious approach and do the 
project yourself, your investment return will be 
even better. Renting tools is a key way you can 
cut costs and bring new life into your bath-
room. There are plenty of remodeling tasks 
that are easily accomplished by renting tools, 
versus the cost of buying expensive tools or 
hiring someone else to do the work. Visit www.
rentalhq.com to find an American Rental As-
sociation member rental store in your area. 

Bring new life to your bath with these tips:
  Replace old tile. Outdated tile is a com-

mon problem that makes bathrooms look old. 

Revive your 
bathroom quickly 

and affordably

**

Protect Your Home

Call Today, Protect Tomorrow!

1-888-457-4918
Mon-Fri 8am - 11pm ¥ Sat 9am - 8pm ¥ Sun 10am - 6pm EST

Front and back doors protected
Infrared Motion Detector Sensor
Digital keypad with Police, Fire, 
Medical and Emergency buttons
Warning Siren
Control Panel with battery back-up
Lawn Sign and Window decals

A Home Is Burglarized Every 18 Seconds, 
Don’t let yours be the next!

Available Two-Way voice
that allows you to instantly
communicate with an ADT

Security Specialist!

FREE
$850 Value!*

Home Security System!
* With $99 Customer Installation 
   charge and purchase of alarm 
   monitoring services.

$99.00 Customer Installation Charge.  36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $35.99 per month ($1,295.64). Form of payment must be by credit card or electronic charge to your 
checking or savings account.  O�er applies to homeowners only.  Local permit fees may  be required. Satisfactory credit history required.  Certain restrictions may apply.  O�er valid for 
new ADT Authorized Dealer customers only and not on purchases from ADT Security Services, Inc.  Other rate plans available.  Cannot be combined with any other o�er. Licenses: 
AL-10-1104, AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, EC13003401, GA-LVA205395, IA-AC-0036, ID-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-City of Indianapolis: 
93294, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1375, Baltimore County: 1375,  Calvert County: ABL00625, Caroline County: 1157, Cecil County: 541-L, Charles County: 
804, Dorchester County: 764, Frederick County: F0424, Harford County: 3541, Montgomery County: 1276, Prince George’s County: 685, Queen Anne’s County: L156, St. Mary’s County: 
LV2039R, Talbot County: L674, Wicomico County: 2017, Worcester County: L1013, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC354, St. Louis County: 47738, MS-15007958, 
MT-247, NC-25310-SP-LV, 1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-68518, City of Las Vegas: B14-00075-6-121756, C11-11262-L-121756, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. 
Department of State UID#12000286451, OH-53891446, City of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA22999, 
RI-3428, SC-BAC5630, TN-C1164, C1520, TX-B13734, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382, WA-602588694/PROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: 0001697, WV-042433, 
WY-LV-G-21499.  For full list of licenses visit our website www.protectyourhome.com. Protect Your  Home – 3750 Priority Way South Dr., Ste 200, Indianapolis, IN 46240. **Crime data taken 
from http://ovc.ncjrs.gov/gallery/posters/pdfs/Crime_Clock.pdf   

Put the power of the NEW 
Mantis® Deluxe to work in your 
garden. You’ll grow to love it.

 

 

Mantis is the original 
compact tiller/cultivator, 
proven over 30 years with 
more than a million satis� ed 
owners worldwide. Now the new Mantis 
Deluxe raises the bar with  two- and 
four-cycle models that add more comfort 
and performance features. With the 
power of Mantis on your side, 
gardening jobs are a pleasure.   gardening jobs are a pleasure.   

Nothing can stop you now.

Replacing it with fresh new tile that is in style 
will instantly give the room a modern look. 
Tiling is a DIY project that anyone can tackle, 
with the right tools. Rent the necessary items 
like a tile stripper, a tile saw and a mortar mixer 
to keep your project costs down.   

  Refresh the ceiling. Ceilings can 
become dingy over time, and you might not 
suspect them as the culprit that's making your 
room feel dull. You'll notice a dramatic change if 

you liven it up with fresh new texture and paint. 
Texture sprayers are an unusual tool for most 
DIY warriors to own, but you can easily rent one 
to make the job quick and inexpensive.

  Add personality with paint. Another 
simple fix that can be done is adding a new 
paint color. It's an easy, quick and cheap project 
and can totally change the look and feel of the 
room. Opt for one of your favorite colors or 
scour interior design websites and magazines 
to find a trendy color that gets your attention.

  Change hardware. Some faucets and 
cabinet hardware clearly show their decade of 
origin. Switching out old hardware is relatively 
simple and a great way to make a dramatic 
change in the look of your room. 

These projects set the stage for creating a 
new feel for your bathroom. Make the revived 
space a reality by choosing a decorating 
theme and accessories that complement it. 
Items like window treatments, throw rugs and 
wall art make the room feel more complete 
and stylish. To get your project started, visit 
www.rentalhq.com.



www.gRaNITeqUIll.cOM  |  JUly 2012  |  NH HOMeS & HOMe IMPROVeMeNT  |  Page 7

With some easy steps, you can reduce your 
water bill, foster attractive spaces for you and 
others to enjoy and help protect water supplies 
for future generations. Do something good for 
your bank account, your yard and your planet 
by following these smart tips.

PLANT SMART
  Landscape to suit your lot and your 

climate. Choose grass or plants with low water 
requirements that will thrive in your local 
climate. 

Consider sun and shade areas, slopes and 
plant sizes for optimum growth. Group plants 
with similar water needs close together and 
separate lawn areas from planting beds.

  Keep soil healthy. Aeration helps im-
prove water penetration and adding compost 
or fertilizer maintains plant health so they use 
water more efficiently. Mulch well around 
plants, bushes and trees. Two to 4 inches of 
mulch reduces evaporation, moderates soil 
temperatures and helps control weeds that 
compete for water.

WATER WISELy
  Set sprinklers to only water plants, 

not your driveway, sidewalk, patio or other 
hardscapes.

  Water at the best time. Watering during 
the heat of the day causes high evaporation 
loss. Watering early in the morning when winds 

are calm and temperatures are cooler mini-
mizes evaporation by as much as 30 percent.

  Adapt watering to the season. Adjust 
how much you water based on seasonal 
weather and changing conditions. Weather-
based timers are available and can make such 
adjustments automatically.

MAINTAIN AND uPGRADE 
AuTOMATIC IRRIGATION SySTEMS
  Inspect the system regularly. Check for 

leaks that can waste water and cause other 
problems. Also look for broken or clogged 
sprinklers that no longer operate efficiently.

  Check the pressure. Proper water 
pressure encourages more uniform water dis-
tribution and better sprinkler operation. Fixed 
spray-type sprinklers work well around 25 to 
30 psi while sprinklers with moving streams of 
water work well at 40 to 45 psi. 

  Install a rain shutoff device. Rain sen-
sors prevent irrigation systems from running 
when irrigation is unnecessary. These devices 
can reduce irrigation water usage by up to 35 
percent.

  Utilize "smart" technology. Climate or 
soil moisture sensors and controllers evalu-
ate weather or soil moisture conditions and 
automatically adjust the irrigation schedule so 
your landscape always receives the appropri-
ate amount of water. The water savings can be 

Grow lush landscapes with less water

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0512
1-888-805-9471

Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Packages start at just

Everyday Price $24.99/mo

1-888-805-9471
Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Everyday Price $24.99/moEveryday Price $24.99/mo

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!

1-888-805-9471
Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

1-888-805-9471
Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Everyday Price $24.99/mo

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATIONINSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMSIN UP TO 6 ROOMS

CALL TODAY -CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!INSTALLED TODAY!For 3 months.

30 MOVIE CHANNELS

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS
with qualifying packages. O�er based on the discounted $5 price 

for the Blockbuster @Home. One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.

John got in the game 
with a wide range of 
sports, movies and 
more & saved up 
to $750!

Nicole went back to 
basics and saved $312!

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service activated between 5/21/12 and 7/31/12. For the �rst 3 months of your subscription, you receive a bundle of Blockbuster @Home for $5/mo (regularly $10/mo) and 
your programming package at a promotional bundle price. Promotional prices continue for 3 months provided you subscribe to both components of the bundle and do not downgrade. After 3 months, then-current prices apply to each component (unless 
a separate  promotional price still applies to your programming package). Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at participating 
Blockbuster stores. O�er not available in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. 12 month pricing requires 24 month agreement. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month agreement 
and credit quali�cation. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. With qualifying packages, Online Bonus credit requires AutoPay with Paperless Billing, email opt-in for DISH E-Newsletter, and 
online redemption no later than 45 days from service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of current account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay 
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie o�er value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon 
cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Up front fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). 
Number of recording hours will vary. 2000 hours based on SD programming. HD hard drive space comparison based on equipment currently available. HD programming requires HD television. Prices, packages, programming and o�ers subject to change 
without notice. O�er available for new and quali�ed former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. O�er ends 7/31/12. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels 
and service marks are the property of Home Box O�ce, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are 
subject to a one-time, non-refundable processing fee.

 Safety never felt  so good™

Safe Step Tubs are 
commended by the 

Arthritis Foundation®

Call Today Toll-Free

for FREE Information and for
our Senior Discounts

Promo Code 4396

Financing available 
with approved credit

Financing available 

M
AD

E IN THE U.S.A.

WITH PRIDE

LIFETIME
LIMITED WARRANTY

Call Today Toll-Free

for FREE Information and for
our Senior Discounts

Promo Code 4396

•  A carefully engineered dual hydro-massage and air 
bubble jets– both strategically placed to target 
sore muscles and joints, offering life-changing 
therapeutic relief

•  A built-in support bar and an industry leading 
4-inch step up*

•  The highest quality tub complete with a lifetime 
warranty

•  Top-of-the-line installation and service, all 
included at one low, affordable price

A Safe Step Walk-In Tub will offer independence to those seeking a safe and easy way 
to bathe right in the convenience and comfort of their own home. Constructed and built 
right here in America for safety and durability from the ground up, and with more standard 
features than any other tub.

*On uninstalled tub, actual height may vary based upon installation

significant and the convenience of these self-
adjusting controllers is another great benefit.

  Consider drip or micro-irrigation for 
shrubs and ground covers. Water drips slowly 
from emitters either onto the soil surface or 
below ground. Less water is lost due to wind 
and evaporation as a result, and weeds can also 
be reduced.

  Look for rebates. Many water utilities of-
fer rebates for certain water-efficient products. 
Before upgrading your system, check with your 
local water provider for opportunities for free 
and discounted products. (ARA)



As the center of the home's activities, the 
kitchen should be as fun as it is functional. 
With just a few supplies and a free weekend, 
you can cook up a whole new look for your 
kitchen. 

  Warm up the walls
Changing the color and texture of walls 

is an easy way to add some spice to any 
kitchen. Paint the walls a deep red or blue for 
a dramatic look, or make your space feel light 
and airy with a coat of sunny yellow or subtle 
taupe. Feel free to experiment with decorative 
painting techniques, such as stripes, geomet-
ric patterns or textured finishes.

  Change up the cabinets
Liven up basic cupboards by switching 

the hardware - it's a simple way to give your 
existing cabinets a whole new look. Use crystal 
knobs for a vintage touch, or add stainless steel 
handles for an ultra-modern, sleek appearance. 
And, don't forget about the functional aspect 
of your cupboards - install shelf liner to ensure 
cabinets stay clean and well-maintained. Shelf 
liner protects cabinet shelves and drawers from 
wear and tear, prevents scratches and keeps 
spills or drips from damp dishes from causing 

damage to surfaces.
  Transform your table
Create a delightful dining space with a few 

changes to your kitchen table. Use a staple 
gun and a bright fabric to recover your chairs, 
making items you already own look like new 
additions to your home. You can even create a 
new tablecloth using the leftover fabric. 

  Brighten the basics
Adding color from floor to ceiling is a 

great way to improve the overall feel of your 
kitchen. To start, try adding accessories to 
areas of your kitchen that feel blase. Bring in 
color at the highest points of the kitchen by 
adding faux plants or interesting knickknacks 
to the space above cabinets. Then, look low 
and consider the floor. Placing a colorful area 
rug beneath the table can bring additional 
interest and color to the kitchen, while also 
protecting the floor against scratches.

Window treatments are another effec-
tive, eye-catching way to make any kitchen 
pop, whether you're adding new valances, 
cornices or even long panels. When choosing 
fabrics, make a statement with bright colors, 
or choose an unexpected, bold pattern for 

a contemporary approach. Sophisticated 
stripes, pretty plaids or fun florals are also a 
nice choice for kitchens. Follow these tips to 
make your kitchen as chic as your dinner is 
delicious - you'll create a flavorful design that 
will look good enough to eat. (ARA)

Cook up a whole new look for your kitchen
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Locally owned and operated for over 21 years
Non-franchise, independent company
IICRC certifi ed fi rm and technicians
Satisfaction guaranteed • Fully insured

Cleaning and 
  Restoration Services
       Call us today at 603.641.6555  •  1.800.293.6319
       info@soilaway.com  •  website: www.soilaway.com

• SocialMedia
www.facebook.com/soilaway
www.twitter.com/soilaway
www.youtube.com/soilaway

CLEANING SERVICES: 
Carpets, Area Rugs, Furniture, Upholstery, Hard Surfaces, Air Ducts, Roof Cleaning

RESTORATION SERVICES: 
Water, Fire/Odor, Mold, Rebuild, Specialty

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE: 
603.231.3653, work with all national and local insurance companies
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Whether or not we want to admit it, we 
all want our home to look its best and be the 
envy of the neighborhood. But do you think 
that keeping up with the Joneses comes with 
a big price tag? Think again. With a little elbow 
grease and creativity, your property can be 
the talk of the town. 

  Making a good first impression
Your home can't look great if you can't 

see it, so updating outdoor lighting is a great 
first step to achieving the best-looking house 
on the block. Chances are your exterior porch 
lights or street lamp may be rusty or faded. 
Luckily, you can bring new life to your lighting 
with a single can of spray paint. 

New Krylon Dual Paint and Primer is a 
one-step solution to easily transform any 
light fixture.  The unique formula primes the 
surface for adhesion, durability and coverage, 
while delivering a high-quality finish. Best of 
all, Dual is now available in specialty finishes, 
such as hammered and metallic, that are 
perfect for adding an extra dose of style. 

Still looking for more illumination?  
Adding decorative lanterns to walkways or 
porches is an easy and inexpensive way to 
add charm and light. You can often find these 

pieces at yard sales, thrift stores or dollar 
stores and then simply paint them in a match-
ing hammered or metallic finish for a bright 
and stylish look. 

  Quick color
The front door is a focal point of your 

home - especially with the added lighting 
you've updated - so be sure that your doors 
and shutters are a vivid shade. If yours have 
been dulled by years of sun and weather, it's 
time to update with paint. 

For metal doors and shutters, you can 
use a variety of spray or bucket paints in your 
favorite hue. However, for plastic shutters, 
Krylon Fusion for Plastic is the ideal choice 
since it bonds to plastic without the need for 
priming or sanding.

  A tidy and neat yard
No matter what the size of your front 

yard, a well manicured lawn is important to 
boosting your curb appeal. Simple one-
weekend tasks like edging, trimming bushes 
and removing unsightly weeds can make a 
huge difference without a lot of work or cost. 
To keep your efforts looking great, spray weed 
killer to maintain a polished look for the rest of 
the season.  

After the initial grooming, add new mulch 
and flowers in beds or in brightly painted pots 
for an extra pop of color and style. 

  Fill in the blanks
The final task to a great looking home that 

will have your neighbors lusting, is to repair or 
replace any elements that have deteriorated 
over time. Walk around the perimeter of your 
home to check for cracks in bricks or concrete, 
stains on the driveway or sidewalks, and loose 
shutters or downspouts. Sprucing up these 
basics will not only make a big difference to 
the exterior appearance, but protect your 
home from damages in the future.  (ARA)

Simple home updates to make

Member FDIC

Matt Welch, Manchester Monarchs

“New Hampshire is Monarchs’ 
country and they are New 

Hampshire’s bank ... makes 
perfect sense to me.” Cynthia Makris, Naswa Resort

“We have been customers  
for over 65 years. We trust  
Bank of New Hampshire.”Mel Gosselin, NH Food Bank

“Bank of New Hampshire IS  
New Hampshire’s local bank.”
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Summer is finally here, and with warmer temperatures and longer 
days, it's the perfect time to brighten up your home with a few outdoor 
painting projects. You can add the right amount of color and increase your 
curb appeal in just one weekend, leaving you the rest of the season to 
enjoy the finished product.

  your home, your style
Before rushing to pick out a new paint color or even accessories, first 

determine what will comple-
ment your home's existing 
exterior features. By keeping 
in mind your house's style 
factors - like its design, size and 
age - you'll be able to make 
updates that add value to your 
home. Next, look for inspiration 
by browsing through home 
catalogs, online or even by 
driving through a few nearby 
neighborhoods. Make note of 
the color combinations you like on homes that are similar to yours. 

Once you have your new palette in mind, you're ready to get to work. 
The fastest way to make an impact? Apply a fresh coat of paint or stain to 
outdoor areas like doors, shutters, trim and fencing.

Doors, shutters and trim do more than just accessorize your home; 
they also make a big impact on its overall impression. Unfortunately, they 
take a beating from exposure to the elements, causing them to become 
faded and dingy. By repainting them, you can quickly make your house 
look more polished and refined. As with any painting project, surface 
preparation is the first important step. Make sure the surface is clean, dull 
and dry before starting to paint or stain. It is also important to remove 
loose or peeling paint so that you are starting with a smooth and uniform 
surface. 

Now that the house looks refreshed, don't neglect wood fencing and 
latticework. Update these surfaces with a new coat of paint or stain. Not 
only will it keep your entire property looking impeccable, it will help pro-
tect and extend the life of your fence or latticework. Surface preparation is 
also key for these projects. After cleaning the surface remember to replace 
any broken wood and replace any nails or screws. Be sure to add a few 
finishing touches to your lawn to really make it look pulled together.  (ARA)

Improve your curb appeal 
with a few painting projects

Start Right, Start Now

Bradford 603-938-5161
Goshen 603-863-5601
Power Equipment Newbury
603-938-2000

Bargains
        of the month.
                                    While supplies last.

Get outstanding low 
prices on quality 

products!

JULY

1299
1799

 32-Gal. RoughneckTM 
Wheeled Trash Can 
W 314 994 F6

2/$7
27” 3 speed 
Oscillating 
Tower Fan 
W 137 382 1

Dust Reduction Air Filters 
F 126 594, 595, 596, 597 F6

 • “PURECOMFORT” Heating Oil
and PREMIUM PROPANE Delivery

H
eating Oils & Propan

e
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1. You cannot beat the personal attention
Joyce gives to her clients, making their
business and pleasure trips enjoyable.

2. You get the most up-to-date info.
Joyce can guide you through the maze of
Internet information, often saving you
money in the process.

3. Joyce knows travel. From the best
places to discover to the ones worth
avoiding. She knows what makes you
happy, and the best way to do it.

4. Time is money. Joyce will save you
time by preparing all your travel
arrangements.

5. Joyce has the perspective of the
whole trip: air, rail, hotels, cars, sight-
seeing, shopping, and the details that go
into making any trip go smoothly.

6. Joyce guides you through the tough
choices: charters or scheduled carriers,
car rentals, fare specials, travel packages
and tour operators. 

7. Price swings are Joyce’s specialty.
Knowing when to go where at the best
prices can make a huge difference in
your travel plans and cost.

8. Joyce has a library of brochures and
videos to help you get a “feel” for where
you want to go.

9. Joyce knows you and what makes you
a satisfied client. And when you have a
travel problem, it’s good to know you
have someone to call.

10. In most cases, you pay no more for
Joyce’s services as she is paid by the
cruise lines and tour operators, and you
are supporting a local business that
supports our communities.

Red Coat Travel

246 West Main Street • Hillsboro, NH • 1-800-273-9807

IT’S WORTH
THE TRIP!

~ Since 1991 ~
Offering Professional Service with a Personal Touch

Your Cruise & Tour Specialist
Proudly Representing

— Cruise Lines —

— Tour Operators —

— Resorts —

A Full Time ~ Full Service Travel Agency
Evening & Weekend Hours by Appointment

� and more �

� and more �

� and more �
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According to a recent survey by Better 
Homes & Gardens magazine, consumers rank 
"style upgrades" as the most important com-
ponent of their upcoming home improvement 
plans. If you want some great style ideas for 
your home, consider starting with the flooring. 

What is a fresh, new, and widely-popular 
neutral color within interior design circles? That 
would be grey. Quick-Step offers a variety of 
styles and options with grey undertones. Grey-
toned floors provide the ideal backdrop to let 
your style and favorite colors shine through, 
and they also transition well as interior design 
styles and trends change. 

  Grey is the new brown
Grey is no longer viewed as a "trend" color 

in design circles, but is now viewed by profes-
sional designers as the "new neutral". 

"Grey is the new brown," says Erinn Valen-
cich, L.A.-based interior designer and blogger 
for HGTV's Design Happens. "I used a grey-
based floor in my new design studio because it 
goes well under a myriad of other wood tones. 
You don't have to use grey-based furniture on 
top of it - grey looks great with all wood tones." 
Another benefit to grey-based flooring, Valen-
cich adds, is that it's very forgiving. (ARA)

Need a style lift? Begin with neutral flooring 

ALUMINUM DOCKS & SWIM FLOATS

Made in Vermont • 5 Yr Warranty

Phone: 802-281-8245  Toll Free 877-274-2721

Email: info@highcountryaluminum.com

1567 Rt 14, Hartford,VT Behind the CT Valley Auto Auction

Environmentally friendly • Fixed or Floating • On site
consulting • Available with Cedar,Thruflow™ panels or
Aluminum decking • Ramps, Ladders, Benches, solar
lights & other accessories • Lightweight Aluminum frame
• Slip resistant • No sharp edges or abrasive materials
• Maintenance free • Installation & Removal Service
• Custom sizes • Handicap accessible • Stairs • Gangways
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Most deck owners know that one of the 
keys to keeping their decks looking good is 
staining it every few years. However, while deck 
staining is a process that most homeowners are 
capable of doing themselves, finding the time 
to do it can be difficult. With the right approach 
and the right products, you can get everything 
done in just one day and spend the rest of the 
year enjoying your newly stained deck.

By perfecting your process, you can take 
staining from something that you dread to a 
simple one-day process. First, choose the look 
you want to project on your deck. Do you want 
a clear, semi-transparent or solid finish? If you 
are looking for the solution that will allow you 
to accomplish your project in one day, you'll 
need to choose a product like Flood OneCoat 
Waterproofing Finish, which can be applied 
within a few hours of cleaning the surface.

Always know your deck's square footage 
before heading to the store to buy stain. Flood.
com offers a handy calculator you can get an 
idea of how much you might need. For more 
deck staining tips, helpful tools and videos and 
help finding a home improvement retailer near 
you, visit www.flood.com. (ARA)

Start enjoying your deck after one day's work

HENNIKER SELF STORAGE • 428-3255

Units from
5x5 - 10x30

Available

Units from
5x 5 - 10x30

Available
Call for pricing
and availability

OUTDOOR SPACES AVAILABLE
@ $25.00/MO.

INDOOR STORAGE SPACES ALSO
AVAILABLE STARTING @ $25/MO.

Call on Availability
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10 Year Warranty
Modest, Mid-Sized or Mansion

                                                      Call Us First!

246 W. Main St., Hillsboro 464-3880
Red Coat Homes
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Does your home feel tired, worn or out-
dated? Do you walk into rooms and wish they 
looked more like the pictures in magazines? 
You're not alone. Many homeowners who have 
put off home improvement projects for some 
time have decided to turn their dreaming into 
reality - especially in the kitchen and bathroom. 

  Bathroom bliss
According to a National Association of 

Home Builders (NAHB) survey, adding a linen 
closet, marble or granite double vanity and a 
shower with multiple showerheads top the list.

To add a bit of beauty and bliss in the bath, 
start with the countertop. Updating the current 
material with a solid-surface option will make 
an instant visual update. Next, choose a styl-
ish new faucet, such as the Moen Boardwalk 
faucet, to accentuate the area. The elegant 

Give your 
kitchen and 
bath a mend

collection features a blend of vintage design 
and classic lines. The suite is available in some 
of today's most popular finishes, Chrome and 
Spot Resist Brushed Nickel which is a unique 
finish from Moen which does exactly what it 
says - resists fingerprints and water spots.

Next, think storage. While a linen closet 
tops the "wanted" list, bath accessories are an 
easier and more affordable way to add addi-
tional storage and organization. Finally, update 
your shower to create a relaxing and spa-like 
environment.  Depending on your budget, you 
can create the ultimate retreat with a vertical 
spa‚ or simply upgrade your current shower-
head.  

  Form and function in the kitchen 
Once you've updated your bath; the 

kitchen, not far behind in appeal, is a rewarding 
home upgrade. Similar to the bath, upgrading 
countertops - which consume a large area of 
the kitchen - is an ideal place to start. While 
laminate is the most cost-effective choice, op-
tions such as solid-surface, marble or granite, 
offer an upscale look, added durability and 
functionality. Finish off the counter area with 
a high-end kitchen faucet. High-arc pulldown 
styles are the fastest growing kitchen faucet 
category - and the new Harlon faucet is one 
of the first at Lowe's to feature Moen's Reflex 
pulldown system, which offers high-quality 
performance with secure retraction, exception-
al range of motion and generous reach.  Plus, 
it's available in the exclusive Moen Spot Resist 
Stainless finish.

Finally, flooring, as one of the largest 
surface areas in the kitchen, is an ideal upgrade 
that can set the tone of the room from the bot-
tom up. And, today's flooring manufacturers 
offer resilient flooring in a variety of materials, 
colors and patterns to meet your functionality, 
style and price needs. So, no matter what your 
vision, follow the trend like other homeowners, 
and soon you can turn your dreams of a new 
kitchen or bath into a reality. For information 
visit www.moen.com. (ARA)

 78 Depot Hill Rd. 
Henniker, NH 03242

428-8033 Henniker
526-5900 New London
Toll Free 888-345-8033
Fax 428-3102

 Tank Pumping 
 Drain Cleaning

 Bacteria Treatment
 Portable Toilets

 www.americangss.com

“GET PUMPED”

SPRING SPECIAL
1,000 gallon tank 
pumped for $225 

with this ad.

”Beat The Heat”
    Call now for free estimate.
    Central Systems also available.

Plumbing • Heating • Well Pumps • Air & Water Conditioning • Sales • Service 
Installation • NH Master Plumbers Lic. #1498 • New London: 256-2098

Concord: 224-7186 • Henniker, 78 Depot Hill Road 428-7990 • info@agsservices.net

Mitsubishi Ductless
Air Conditioners

Classic Kitchen Cabinet 
Refacing

1-800-I FACE IT
Don’t Replace It—Reface It!
Door & Drawer Replacement

www.ClassicKitchenCabinetRefacing.com

We’ll create a high
quality new kitchen
in as little as 3 days

at about HALF
THE COST of

new cabinets!SAVE
50%-70%

Ron Goss
-President-

Phone: 428-7900
1-800-982-9596

P.O. Box 840, Route 114
Henniker, New Hampshire 03242

Concrete Precast Products Available
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246 W. Main St., Hillsboro 464-3880
Toll Free: 1-877-536-5213 • Email: redcoat@conknet.com

Red Coat Homes

Proudly announcing 

The New Standard 
in Manufactured Homes

Pine Grove Manufactured Homes

Plan #1896 - 3 bedrooms - 2 bathrooms - 1640 square feet:

7/12 pitched roof with full attic

$98,174 Complete on your pad. Land, sitework, septic, water & pad extra.
YOUR CHOICE • YOUR LOT • ANYWHERE IN NH

Venetian spa master bath

Step-down, sunken family room & kitchen

Gourmet hearth wall kitchen


