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 The Messenger's

Bridal Registry
The Messenger's Bridal 

Registry is a new feature we've 
added to our promotional 

pages as a way to highlight 
your specials, sales 

and events.

The Bridal Registry will run 
once every four weeks, totaling 

13 appearances yearly, much 
like our regularly featured Stay 

Healthy Page, Pet Page and 
Auto Page.

Let us help draw new and 
established customers 

to your door!

Registry Ad Sizes
& Rates Per Insertion:

Single size: 2.25"x2.2" $30
Double size: 4.75"x2.2"  

OR  2.25"x4.5" $60

For more information or to 
be included in an upcoming 

issue, call us today!
1-800-281-2859 or 464-3388

Email: 
granitequill@mcttelecom.com

Or mail to: 
The Messenger, PO Box 1190, 

Hillsboro, NH 03244



An engagement ring symbolizes your prom-
ise to love and cherish your partner forever, 
and shows the world your commitment to your 
fiance. Many women dream about their engage-
ment ring their entire lives, so choosing the right 
style is of utmost importance.

Here are some tips to ease the pressure of 
finding the ring and proposing:

It's Not Only About the Diamond
A ring's setting is as important as its dia-

mond because the setting is what displays and 
secures the stone. Platinum provides an ideal 
setting as it is stronger than other precious met-
als, which means that you don't have to worry 
about losing the center stone with everyday 
wear. 

Also, platinum is a naturally white metal, 
allowing the diamond to sparkle even brighter.

Did you know that a platinum engagement 
ring will last forever? 

Since platinum is so durable and loses 
little metal over time, the ring will undoubtedly 
become a family heirloom that can be passed 
down for generations to follow. And platinum 
engagement rings are surprisingly affordable. 
Contrary to popular belief, they are available in 

a wide range of price points, starting at around 
$1,000 at BlueNile.com.

Know Her Style
Before you go to the jewelry store, know 

your future fiance's style, personality lifestyle 
since there is a ring to suit her perfectly. For 
example, a woman with a hands-on job, like 
nursing, might prefer a simple band with a 
secure setting, while a woman who has a less 

active job might want something more intricate. 
A woman with classic style will want a different 
band design than a trend-setting fashionista.

"A classic polished platinum band from Mi-
chael Barin will suit a girl with more traditional 
tastes, while a birth stone of colored diamonds 
on an embellished band like one from Suna 
Bros. will look bold and unique," says jewelry 
and style expert Michael O'Connor. "To figure 
out her ring size, press one of your girlfriend's 
rings in a bar of soap until it leaves a mark. 

You can also put one of her rings on your 
own hand, mark where it falls on your finger and 
have the jeweler measure that area," suggests 
O'Connor.

How to Propose
Some women want a public proposal in 

front of friends and family, while others want 
something private and special. In either case, 
your fiance will remember the day for the rest of 
her life. Think about what your fiance likes, and 
where and how you met.  

For more tips on proposing marriage or 
choosing an engagement ring, visit www.en-
gagementguide.com or www.preciousplatinum.
com. (NewsUSA) 
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What to know before popping the question

Two Great Choices For Your Wedding Weekend!

A Special Day To Remember!

 MV KEARSARGE RESTAURANT SHIP OR MV SUNAPEE II •  Enjoy your
rehearsal dinner or your wedding reception while cruising

beautiful Lake Sunapee. Justice of the Peace available.
Enjoy a hand-carved roast beef or create your own menu.

938-6465 • www.sunapeecruises.com 

APPLESEED CATERING • Serving from 25 - 200 people. Create your own
menu or choose one of our popular buffets. Enjoy your rehearsal

dinner at the Appleseed Restaurant or your wedding at your location.
938-2100 • www.appleseedrestaurant.com
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Photographer
           Weddings

www.keboothphoto.com
karenb@keboothphoto.com
Hillsboro, NH 428-6644

Photographer
Karen E. Booth

Concord’s Award Winning Boutique!

WEDDING & EVERYDAY
APPAREL

EILEEN FISHER, FLAX, SIMPLY SILK,
& MORE... PLUS SIZES, TOO

13 NORTH MAIN STREET • CONCORD
OPEN 7 DAYS • 603-228-1101

CLOTHINGNH.COM

&GONDWANA
Divine Clothing Co.

...overlooking the
Contoocook River.

• The perfect setting for receptions, 
rehearsal dinners, anniversaries, & showers. 
• Private function room with outdoor deck 

and great views on the river.
• Menus available for all budgets.

• Visit “Upstairs at Daniel’s” Gift Shop for wonderful gifts.
Call Kevin • 603.428.7621 • www.danielsofhenniker.com

Main Street • Henniker, NH

 STONEWALL FARM  
   WEDDINGS  

Elegantly Rustic, 
 Naturally Beautiful 

242 Chesterfield Road 
Keene, NH 03431 

(603) 357-7278 
www.stonewallfarm.org 
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Experts suggest starting your entire beauty 
regimen six months before the wedding. Here's a 
complete pre-wedding beauty checklist.

Lips: Get soft, kissable lips by brushing 
away flakes of dry skin with an infant toothbrush 
soaked in baking soda and water. Apply healing 
ointment, and in no time, your lips will be ready 
for that "kiss the bride" kiss.

Teeth: A cosmetic dentist can often correct 
an imperfect smile with veneers. But if spending 
painful hours in the dentist's chair getting your 
teeth ground down sounds like it would put a 
damper on all the joyful planning, here's good 
news: Lumineers (www.lumineers.com) are now 
used by thousands of dentists nationwide and can 
be applied in two short, pain-free appointments. 

Unlike other veneer procedures, Lumineers 
are so strong and thin that they don't require re-
moval of sensitive tooth structure. The procedure 
is quick, painless and even reversible. 

Makeup: Women with warm skin tones look 
best in makeup with pink, coral, peach, amber,  
brown and red with yellow undertones. If you 
have a cool skin tone, choose pink, berry, lilac, 
mauve or red with blue undertones.

Skin: Make your face glow with a good 
cleansing program. Use a cleanser that's appro-
priate for your skin type in the morning, makeup 

remover and cleanser at night and a daily  mois-
turizer. Use a gentle facial scrub once a week.

Hair: If you're planning to change your 
hairstyle or color, experiment several months 
before the wedding so you have time to correct 
any mistakes. 

Nails: If you're a nail-biter, get weekly 
manicures to keep your nails healthy. Plan your 
last manicure a couple of days before the big day. 
Choose a pretty pale pink or splurge on a French 
manicure, not just because it looks great, but be-
cause the chips won't show as much and are easy 
to fix. You'll have beautiful hands for the rehearsal 
dinner and any other festivities. (NewsUSA)

Pre-wedding beauty tips for the bride 
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 “Aff ordable Elegance”

11TH Annual Bridal Fair
February 17, 2013
11:30 AM - 3:00 PM

Hidden Hills Banquet Facility
18 Lisa Drive • Rindge, NH

Free Admission • Door Prizes include bridal gown by 
Maggie Sottero and more, 50+ wedding professionals

to assist you in planning your special day
and much more!!

 17 Main Street, Jaffrey, NH • 603.532.7641
email: info@countrybridals • www.countrybridals.com

 Tying the knot isn't what it used to be. The 
wedding industry is as profitable as primetime 
football, celebrities compete for the shortest, 
most gimmicky marriages (72 days or less?) and 
the exotic appeal of a romantic getaway has led 
to the widespread popularity of destination wed-
dings.

One in every 10 weddings features an exotic 
locale, or at least a location neither the bride nor 
groom calls home. While there's no absolute 
explanation as to why destination weddings have 
started a bridal takeover, the hefty price of typical 
weddings is reason enough for many -- especially 
if Daddy isn't footing the bill.

If done correctly, destination weddings can 
be a cheaper alternative for everyone. Guests 
don't have to buy expensive gifts, just a ticket. All 
the money spent on the wedding party, venues, 
refreshments, cake, reception and decor is sig-
nificantly reduced if not cut altogether, explains 
Nini Pardo, wedding planner at Stay in Costa Rica, 
an accommodations and rental management 
company.

The author of  "Destination Weddings for 
Dummies," Susan Breslow Sardone, says the 
traditional American wedding costs an average of 
$28,082, whereas destination weddings average 

around $20,600. "Some of the cost difference is 
definitely a result of resorts and hotels capitalizing 
on the trend. Many now offer the full wedding 
package with wedding planners, musicians, 
photographers, etc. We employ full-time wed-
ding coordinators, like myself, to craft intimate 
weddings at our Los Suenos Resort," Pardo adds. 
"We've found it really appealing to budget-con-
scious brides."

Budget-conscious brides have become a 
trend as well, according to Patricia MacArthur, 
executive director of WeddingStar.com -- a go-to 
authority on all things wedding-related. MacAr-
thur says more brides are trimming expenses by 

taking the DIY route for guest favors and some 
decorative elements.

For tropical weddings especially, many of the 
cheaper, DIY options are more easily packed into 
suitcases. For instance, colorful fabric is being 
used to replace flowers and native delicacies are 
replacing towering cakes.

An extra tip from the experts, when consider-
ing the perfect setting to make your vows and 
possibly trash the dress: look at locations that are 
one flight away from you and most of your guests. 
Direct flights tend to be cheaper and less hassle. 
To learn more about saying "I do" in Costa Rica, 
visit www.stayincostarica.com. (NewsUSA)

Brides trim bill with destination weddings
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246 West Main Street • Hillsborough, NH
Give us a call, we often beat the internet!  1.800.273.9807

Red Coat Travel

  Getting married
        or renewing 
  your vows...

   Let us plan your
          honeymoon 
                 for you...
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 So, you are engaged and ready to 
choose that romantic spot for your first 
getaway as husband and wife. But where 
should you go?

A lot of couples have difficulty finding 
the honeymoon destination that is "just 
right" for them. There are so many things to 
consider, like the season, accommodations 
and types of leisure activities available. But 
actually, making a decision can be simple 
once you know what you are looking for. 
The Villa Group - experts in matching 
clients with their ideal holiday destination 
- advise couples to consider the following, 
before they make their choice:

1. In what season are you traveling? Re-
member that every destination has its own 
weather pattern. You want to make sure 
that you choose a place where the weather 
suits your taste.

2. How many amenities are you getting 
for your money? Be sure to pick a destina-
tion that offers you the romance and 
relaxation you need after the wedding. How big 
is the room? Does the destination offer honey-
mooners special packages? Spas are always great 
for considering your every need. You could try a 

mud bath for two or a couple's massage.
3. Are there enough activities to keep you 

busy? Consider what you would like to do. How 
about water sports and nightlife? Are there cul-
tural aspects that you can explore?

Destinations that offer everything you 
could want and more include The Villa 
Group Resorts in Cabo San Lucas, Puerto 
Vallarta and Nuevo Vallarta. You don't have 
to go far from home to explore culture, 
adventure and relaxation all in one place. 
The Villa Group offers a variety of packages 
for honeymooners.

For instance, Villa del Palmar Flamingos, 
located in Vallarta Nayarit, north of Puerto 
Vallarta, has a 2007 Honeymoon Package 
that features a three-night stay per couple 
with upgrade to a one-bedroom suite. The 
package, which includes daily breakfast 
buffet, welcome fruit basket with truffles, 
moonlight couples massage, in-suite 
flowers, a bottle of sparkling wine and a 
certificate for a complimentary two-night 
stay on the first wedding anniversary starts 
at $1,076. The property, which has beautiful 
views of Banderas Bay, offers an upscale 
European-style spa with fitness center, golf 
courses nearby, a freeform adults pool, three 

tennis courts (two lit for night play) and a themed 
dinner buffet.

For booking information, go to www.Vil-
laGroup.com. (NewsUSA)

How to choose the perfect honeymoon destination
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 SPLENDID CEREMONIES®

 “For Vows That Wow”

 Romantically simple or wildly creative, you want your 
wedding to be an expression of the two of you.

Whether it’s a formal gathering or casual party,
I can help make your wedding a memorable

and meaningful event.

 E. Ann Poole
Justice of the Peace

 Hillsbororough, NH
603.478.1178

 www.splendidceremonies.com

Up to 200 Guests
Panoramic Views of the Mountain
Beautiful Stone Fireplaces
Air Conditioned Lodges
For details or to view our facility in person,

call 1-888-PATS PEAK or visit patspeak.com.Henniker, NH

The Other Season
of Pats Peak

“Personal ized Service”

BANQUET CENTER

If you've been to a wedding shower recently, 
you've probably noticed the time-honored tradi-
tion is changing. "We monitor trends in both 
weddings and showers so we can incorporate the 
freshest and most modern themes in our cards," 
explains Gale Thomson, American Greetings 
trend spotter. Thomson offers these tips for plan-
ning some of today's top trendy bridal shower 
themes: 

Wine tastings reflect a popular interest. The 
wine theme can influence the menu, party activi-
ties and gifts. Invite guests to bring two bottles of 
wine: one to serve at the party and a second to 
give the couple.  

Couples showers are a great way to include 
both the bride's and the groom's friends, and they 
tend to be cocktail, dinner or summer barbeque 
parties. Couples showers are a good option for 
smaller guest lists or as one of multiple showers. 
A note on the invitation could suggest gifts for 
future entertaining. 

Kitchen showers have moved away from pro-
viding basic necessities and become more sophis-
ticated, reflecting already-established brides and 
gourmet cooking trends. High-end stainless steel 
fondue pots, blenders and food processors are 
topping gift registries and wedding website wish 

lists. Invite guests to bring their favorite recipe to 
share with the bride.

Personal gifts, indulgences the bride would 
never buy for herself or honeymoon trip items 
are also a fashionable shower theme option for 
second marriages or brides who are already 
established in their households. Spas are a great 
personal shower venue, and a gift certificate for 
spa services presented in a pretty card makes a 
wonderful gift.If you're planning a shower and 
want it to be the latest and greatest, try one of 

these party concepts.
Wrap Like a Pro
When it comes to gifts, presentation is 

everything. Wrapping that incorporates details 
and added touches can magnify the perceived 
value of what's inside, so don't forget to wrap and 
tie with style. "For soft goods or items that do not 
easily fit in a box, use gift bags. They combine   

Trend Spotter offers tips for a hip bridal shower
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convenience and style in all shapes and sizes," 
says Patty Flauto, American Greetings gift wrap 
design guru. There are even gift bags designed for 
specific items. And they keep getting better and 

better looking, with fashionable details like ribbon 
handles, scalloped or cuffed "necklines," trendy 
colors and prints.

New gift wrap designs reflect today's elegant 
wedding fashions. Wrap featuring photos of 
trendy wedding flowers, like white roses and 
hydrangeas, and embellished with clear sparkling 
crystalline glitter are recommended for the 
well-dressed gift. Accessorize with ribbon, a bow 
and fun new package decorations, like a 10-karat 
"diamond ring" or a feather boa pompom. 

Flauto suggests even ordinary household 
items can make a wrapped gift the star of the gift 
table. "The key is to pick a few accent colors to 

complement your wrapping paper. For example, 
to dress up a gift wrapped in paper with black and 
white photo images, add a few pink, black and 
white accent items from sewing supplies. Layer 
two kinds of ribbons, sheer and satin or thick and 
thin, or two shades of yarn. 

Use hot glue to add a flower cut from a greet-
ing card or a key phrase, like 'I do,' and top it 
with a button or two or three. If you're wrapping 
a smaller gift box, you could pick up two of the 
same shower card, using the extra to decorate the 
entire top of the box." 

Make Lasting Impressions 
Every bride treasures her shower and wed-

ding cards. Many lovingly store them in a special 
box or binder. Some even find crafty and creative 
ways to display them.

Keepsake cards today shine with satin, lace, 
ribbons, rhinestones, sequins and even embroi-
dery -- three rhinestone "bubbles" hover over a 
line drawing of two champagne glasses, or the 
piece may feature fabric miniature attachments (a 
little ivory pillow carrying two tiny rings or a wed-
ding cake made with layers of ribbon).

Even more treasured are the sender's 
handwritten wishes, especially when they reflect 
personal relationships with the bride and groom. 
These words will be remembered always. 

Courtesy of American Greetings Products, 
Family Features.
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Renting a Bus for your Wedding  
has Never Been Easier!

Let us take care of the transportation so you and your 
guests can concentrate on the celebration.

Contact us for all of your group traveling needs: 
FIRST STUDENT 

603-927-6032 • 603-464-5152
MISTI.GIBSON@FIRSTGROUP.COM

Quality Charter Service…Low Cost Provider
• Groups of all sizes
• Safe, courteous DOT screened Drivers
• Flexible drop-off/pick-up scheduling
• Clean, comfortable late model vehicles

  *Weddings *Reunions *Birthdays
*Sporting Events *Day Trips

All Events Welcome!

Bayard
Advertising Agency, Inc.

JOB #: _____________________

CLIENT: ____________________

PUBS: _____________________

SIZE: ______________________

DATE: ______________________

COST: _____________________

ARTIST: ____________________

COMP: _____________________

REV. 0 ____________________

OK TO Release

IO-013718

First Student

Hillsborough Messenger

3.55 x 4.7

12-6-12

FM
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bayard

Springtime ushers in the glitz and glamour 
of wedding season, which lasts into late fall. This 
year, economizing is foremost on everyone's 
minds, but betrothed couples want their wed-
dings and the events leading up to them to be as 
special as ever. These wedding trends are how 
brides and grooms are turning bridal showers, 
couples' showers and, of course, the wedding 
itself into priceless yet affordable experiences for 
everyone involved.

• Revisiting food classics that are guaranteed 
to please the palate but don't break the bank, like 
the Sizzling Mini-Sliders featured. 

• Choosing fresh and flavorful wines that 
present incredible value for the price but don't 
compromise a smidge on quality.

• Serving food in smaller portions, a restau-
rant trend, is a hit for guests and a boon for the 
budget.

• Conserving resources with 3L Premium 
Wine Casks, a convenient, no-waste way to serve 
a crowd.

Here are some stylish, budget-friendly food 
and wine options that allow happy couples to 
have their cupcakes and eat them too.

Bridal Shower
To create an elegant and festive party 

atmosphere, decorate the event space with 
fresh flowers and set aside a table where gifts 
can be presented. A buffet table lets guests serve 
themselves and also provides a tableau for food 
and wine selections to be artfully displayed. Ar-
range an inviting layout of fresh seasonal salads 

and bite-sized desserts, with a delectable angel 
hair pasta dish as the centerpiece. Pair with the 
delicious Angel Juice Pinot Grigio, quintessen-
tially Californian with delicate peach notes and a 
refreshing finish.

Couples' Shower
A couples' shower is the ideal way to infor-

mally celebrate the upcoming marriage. Com-
monly known as a Jack and Jill party, the event can 
be a luncheon, a laid-back barbeque or a party 
at a local park. A couples' shower is a prime op-
portunity for everyone to take a break and enjoy 
spending time together. Mini-burgers, or gourmet 
sliders, have universal appeal and offer up a new 
twist on an old favorite. Paired with the vibrant 
Big House Red, a California blend bursting  

Delicious and affordable ways to say "I do"

Email us at: enchantedbakery@hotmail.com • 603.363.8914

Intersection of Rt. 9 & Glebe Rd.
Spofford NH 03462

Hours Wednesday-Friday 6:30-2
Saturday and Sunday 6-2

• Wedding & Decorated Cakes
• Pastries-Breads • Breakfast & Brunch

• Quiches & Soups • Gluten Free Products
• Meals to Go • Private Dinners/Catering

Bakery and Café
The Magical Taste of Homemade

Find
us on
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with ripe red fruits that costs less than $10 a 
bottle, they will easily satisfy guests.

Wedding Reception
As an alternative to the traditional wedding 

cake, a cupcake wedding tree is a sophisticated 
way to end the momentous occasion on the 
sweetest of notes. Paired with the luscious, food-
friendly Cupcake Chardonnay from the prized 
Central Coast winegrowing region, this spectacu-
lar dessert and the creamy, fruit-forward wine are 
a match made in heaven.

Wine Planning Checklist for Parties
• Use 3L Premium Wine Casks for large 

groups, as each cask will serve up to 20 guests, 
each guest with a standard five-ounce glass.

• Guests at daytime parties usually drink less 
wine. Serve approximately one glass of wine per 
guest every 90 minutes.

• For evening parties, serve approximately 
one glass of wine per guest every hour.

• Chill white wine for at least three hours 
before guests arrive. 

• Open and decant red wines about 30 min-
utes before guests arrive to allow the flavors to 
open up and breathe.

• Be a responsible host and offer special non-
alcoholic beverages and plenty of water for thirsty 
guests.
Sizzling Mini-Sliders
Serves 4   Prep time: 30 minutes

1 teaspoon onion powder
2 teaspoons minced garlic
1/2 cup Big House Red
1 1/2 pounds ground chuck
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
12  3-inch dinner rolls
Condiments
Caramelized onions (saute in olive oil, very slowly, 
about 20 minutes)
1/2 cup loosely packed watercress

1/2 cup thinly shredded radicchio
In medium bowl, combine onion powder, 

garlic, wine, beef, salt and pepper. Shape into 
twelve 1/2-inch-thick patties. Grill until browned, 
3 to 4 minutes per side. Grill dinner rolls until 
slightly toasted. On bottom of each roll, place 
caramelized onions, patty, watercress and radic-
chio. Top with roll top.

Pairing suggestion: Big House Red
Courtesy of Underdog Wine Merchants, Fam-

ily Features.
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39 Grafton Turnpike / P.O. Box 161, Lyme Center, NH 03769
(603) 795-2143  •  www.dartmouthskiway.com

Contact the Skiway office for rental information.

With cathedral ceilings and beautiful timber construction, the 
McLane Family Lodge is the perfect setting for warming up 

between runs, and for your weddings, receptions, reunions, and
parties from mid-April through mid-November!

The McLane Family Lodge
at Dartmouth Skiway

The McLane Family Lodge
at Dartmouth Skiway

The McLane Family Lodge
at Dartmouth Skiway

Whether planning an intimate brunch or a 
formal dinner reception, here are several delicious 
ways every bride and groom can add their own 
special touch to their wedding festivities.
Greeting Out-of-Town Guests

• For a sweet way to surprise visitors, have 
homemade cookies, a thermos of cold milk or hot 
cocoa and some Hugs and Kisses waiting for hotel 
guests.

• Make guests feel pampered by leaving a 
goodnight Hug and Kiss on their hotel room 
pillow.
Decorations and Favors With Flair

• Spread Hugs and Kisses across the place 
card, guest book and wedding cake tables to add a 
sophisticated silver and gold touch.

• Wrap several homemade sweets in colored 
cellophane or Hugs and Kisses in lace or tulle, and 
tie them with a satin bow to match your wedding 
colors.
Dessert Ideas for Wedding Festivities

• For a small wedding or rehearsal dinner, 
make your own Celebration Cake, and decorate 
it with a removable centerpiece made from Hugs 
and Kisses.

• For an extra dessert treat, set a silver bowl 
filled with Hugs and Kisses on the dessert buffet 

next to the wedding cake.
• Host a post-wedding brunch for the bride 

and groom at the home of a family member or 
friend, and serve homemade coffeecakes, scones 
and crescents made with cinnamon chips.
Monogrammed Mini Chocolate Cakes
1/2 cup (1 stick) butter or margarine
1/2 cup water

3 tablespoons Hershey's Cocoa
1 cup all-purpose flour
1 cup sugar
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/4 teaspoon salt
1 egg                 

Fabulous ways to personalize your wedding
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Weddings & Events for up to 300 Guests  
Historic Downtown Concord, NH 

www.kimballjenkins.com   603-568-8427 

Dream your elegant New 
England  Wedding inside 
the historic Carriage 
House and Mansion. 

The Estate is available  
for celebrations of any 
kind—parties, reunions, 
meetings, retreats, 
workshops.
 
Wifi throughout

Choose your favorite 
caterer or bring your own

Create your special memories with us at. . .

katlynoharaphotography.com

Weddings A Specialty!ty!

Formal/Bridal byAppointment Only

26 Warren Street • Concord, NH
Monday - Friday 9AM - 5PM

603.224.5176

Over 30 Years Experience
in Tailoring & Alterations

of Formal, Professional
& Daily Wear

Justice of the Peace
PO Box 1220, Hillsborough, NH
603.428.6644
email: karenb@jp-hillsborough-nh.com
website: jp-hillsborough-nh.com

Justice of the Peace
Karen E. Booth

1/3 cup dairy sour cream
COCOA GLAZE (recipe follows)
Decorating icing in tube, desired color

1. Heat oven to 350°F. Line 13x9x2-inch baking 
pan with parchment paper or waxed paper.

2. Combine butter, water and cocoa in small 
saucepan. Cook over medium heat, stirring 
constantly, until mixture boils; remove from heat. 
Stir together flour, sugar, baking soda and salt in 
medium bowl. Stir in hot cocoa mixture. Add egg 
and sour cream; beat on medium speed of mixer 
until well blended. Pour batter into prepared pan. 

3. Bake 20 to 22 minutes or until wooden 
pick inserted in center comes out clean. Cool 10 
minutes. Remove from pan to wire rack; care-
fully remove parchment or waxed paper. Cool 
completely. 

4. Cut cake into small pieces, each about 2x1-
3/4 inches. (Cake will be easier to cut if frozen for 
several hours or up to several days.) Place on cool-
ing rack. Prepare COCOA GLAZE. Spoon over top 
of each piece of cake, allowing glaze to run down 
sides. Allow glaze to set. Garnish with monogram, 
using decorating icing. Place in foil cup, if desired. 
About 24 mini cakes.

COCOA GLAZE: Bring 1/2 cup water and 1/4 
cup (1/2 stick) butter to boil in small saucepan. 
Stir in 1/2 cup Hershey's Cocoa. Remove from 
heat; cool slightly. Gradually add 3 cups powdered 
sugar, stirring with whisk until smooth. Stir in 2 

teaspoons vanilla extract. About 1-1/2 cups glaze.
Easy Cinnamon Chips Brunch Crescents
2 cans (8 ounces each) refrigerated quick crescent 
dinner rolls
2 tablespoons butter or margarine, melted
1-2/3 cups (10-ounce package) Hershey's Cin-
namon 
Chips, divided
CINNAMON CHIPS DRIZZLE (recipe follows)

1. Heat oven to 375°F. Unroll dough; separate 
into 16 triangles.

2. Spread melted butter on each triangle. 
Sprinkle 1 cup cinnamon chips evenly over 
triangles; gently press chips into dough. Roll from 
shortest side of triangle to opposite point. Place, 
point side down, on ungreased cookie sheet; 
curve into crescent shape. 

3. Bake 8 to 10 minutes or until golden brown. 
Drizzle with Cinnamon Chips Drizzle. Serve 
warm. 16 crescents. 

CINNAMON CHIPS DRIZZLE: Place remain-
ing 2/3 cup chips and 1-1/2 teaspoons shortening 
(do not use butter, margarine, spread or oil) in 
small microwave-safe bowl. Microwave at HIGH 
(100%) 1 minute; stir until chips are melted and 
mixture is smooth.
Tuxedo Brownie Hugs Cookies
60 Hershey's Hugs Chocolates
1 package (1 pound 6.5 ounces) original supreme 
brownie mix with syrup pouch
1/4 cup Hershey's Cocoa
1/4 cup water
1/4 cup vegetable oil
2 eggs

1. Remove wrappers from Hugs Chocolates. 
Heat oven to 350°F. Grease and flour cookie sheet 
or line with parchment paper.

2. Stir brownie mix, pouch of syrup, cocoa, 
water, oil and eggs in medium bowl until well 
blended. Drop by scant teaspoons onto prepared 
cookie sheet.

3. Bake 8 minutes or until set. Cool 1 to 2 min-
utes. Press a Hugs Chocolate into center of each 
cookie. Remove from cookie sheet to wire rack. 
Cool completely. About 5 dozen cookies.

For more recipes and craft ideas, visit www.
hersheykitchens.com  (Family Features)
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246 W. Main St., Hillsboro 464-3880
Red Coat Homes

Delivering the American Dream

Log Home
Land, water, sewer and 

clearing are extra.

Modular 
Ranch
Land, water, sewer and 
clearing are extra.

Double 
Wide Mobile
Land, water, sewer and 
clearing are extra.

Modular 
Colonial

Land, water, sewer and 
clearing are extra.

Eagle’s Nest
Land, water, sewer and 
clearing are extra.

Proudly Offering:

Let us build one for you!

Single Wide 
Mobile

Land, water, sewer and 
clearing are extra.

Tips and sips for the perfect bridal celebration
Whether it's an engagement party, bridal shower, the reception or post-

wedding brunch, professional event planner Alison Hotchkiss knows a thing 
or two about creating memorable bridal celebrations. As the founder-owner 
of Alison Events, and 
author of "The Destina-
tion Wedding Planner: 
The Ultimate Guide to 
Planning a Wedding 
From Afar" (Chronicle 
Books), she's produced 
stunning weddings all 
over the world. Whether 
you enlist the help of a 
planner or do it your-
self, Alison's tips on 
entertaining will help 
you make your bridal 
celebration picture 
perfect.

• Bubbles add a fes-
tive, celebratory note to 
any bridal celebration. I 
love Cupcake Prosecco 
sparkling wine from 
Italy. It's crisp and re-
freshing - an affordable 
alternative to pricey 
French champagne yet 
equally delicious.

• Food doesn't have to be complicated to be remarkable. The finger foods 
here are varied and flavorful - but they're not hard to make. To satisfy all 
guest preferences, I always recommend 3 to 5 appetizers including chicken, 
beef and fish plus two veggie options (ideally one being vegan or dairy free).

• A signature drink is a fun way to welcome guests and get the party off to 
a great start. The Prosecco Ginger Cocktail is delicious and memorable. I like 
to serve it in unconventional glassware and garnish with Persian cucumber 
"swizzle sticks" for even more impact.

• A popular alternative to the traditional sit down meal at engagement 
parties or showers: food stations with a range of different foods offered at 
each. Pair a different wine with each station to create maximum variety and 
enjoyment as guests taste and mingle.

• Factor in overall ambiance and the vibe you want for your wedding or 
event. Lighting is key. And when it comes to candles, more is more.

• Flavored vodka is another big trend I'm seeing right now. Look for 
vodkas infused with such exotic flavors as vanilla frosting, devil's food cake 
and more. And don't be afraid to mix spirits with wine: One of my favorite 
concoctions is a blend of lemony Cupcake Chiffon Vodka with muddled 
blackberries, fresh mint, sparkling grapefruit water and a splash of Cabernet 
Sauvignon.

• It's not only more fun to serve bite-sized cupcakes at your wedding 
but they offer more variety and unexpected flavor combinations than a 
traditional cake.

• Be sure to have a good assortment of non-alcoholic beverages on hand 
as well such as bottled water, soft drinks and more to prevent dehydration 
and ensure that guests drink responsibly.

For more tips from Alison for creating a bridal event to remember, visit 
www.cupcakevineyards.com. (Family Features)

A toast to the bride
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JPM’s Tuxedos

$10 0ff
EACH TUXEDO!

Up to 5 Tuxedos • Up to $50 Savings
Coupon MUST be presented at time of registration. 

Some Restrictions Apply. See Store for Details. Expires 6/1/13

JPM’s Tuxedos
 When Only The Best Will Do!!!

New Hampshire’s In-stock  
Formal Wear Specialists

✦ Tuxedo rentals and sales.

✦ Tuxedos for Weddings, proms 
and other formal events.

✦ Basic Tuxedos and Business Suits 
for the not so formal event.

✦ The latest styles from all 
the hottest designers.

To Build a Tux or Set up a Reservation,  
visit www.jpmstuxedos.com

216 Washington St. (Big Lots Plaza), Claremont, NH  
(603) 543-1311  ✦  claremont@jpmstuxedos.com

N N wCla nNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN wwwwCCClllllCCCC aallll nnLocated at:

For Reservations call or set it up online at
www.jpmstuxedos.com

The headache you've had for the past year planning your wedding, 
inviting all the guests and meticulously checking to ensure your big day 
runs smoothly is finally over. And, just around the corner, you can see your 
honeymoon in sight. The last things on your mind are planning, thinking and 
otherwise doing anything but relaxing, right? 

To ease your mind after the chaos, the ultimate Mexican getaways are of-
fered by The Villa Group Resorts, complete with Hacienda-style villas, exotic 
spa treatments and palm tree-framed views of the Pacific Ocean. You'll finally 
be able to unwind, comfortable knowing everything you could need or want 
is at your fingertips.

With seven different locations in four unique destinations includ-
ing Cabo San Lucas, Puerto Vallarta, Nuevo Vallarta and the Sierra Madre 
Mountains, The Villa Group caters to a variety of interests. Each location 
offers unique scenery, activities and accommodations that can make your 
honeymoon exactly the way you've envisioned it.

The myriad vacation options available to newlyweds are overwhelm-
ing, but noting a few key things will keep that headache at bay and your 
relaxation level high: 

• Pick a location that appeals to both of you. Where do you see you two 
having the most fun? Secluded beaches, tranquil mountains or cobblestone 
streets lined with shopping?

• Decide how you want to spend your days. Will you lounge poolside, tak-
ing in lagoons and waterfalls, or do you want to explore the surrounding area 
by horseback, canoe or bike?

• Scope out the options in his-and-her spa treatments, such as hydro-
therapy sessions, mud baths and massages. Some resorts offer ultra-relaxing 
themes, while others focus more on invigorating treatments.

• How will you spend your evenings? Resorts often provide nighttime 
festivities, complete with themed dining events mere feet from your room. 
Or, would you rather be near a town where you can explore both the area's 
attractions and what the resort provides?

Whatever type of honeymoon you and your new spouse want, The 
Villa Group Resorts offers honeymoon packages prepared to make your 
matrimony celebration a once-in-a-lifetime experience. And, with packages 
geared toward wedding anniversaries, you can go back and have that once-
in-life-time vacation all over again.

For more information, visit www.villagroupresorts.com. (NewsUSA)

Honeymoon tips for lasting 
memories and relaxation 
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Beautiful 
  Beginnings...
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Beautiful 
  Beginnings...
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“Specializing in Wedding
Dance Preparation”

Newport’s “Secret” Ballroom

35 Main Street • Newport, New Hampshire
603-863-2222

www.thenewportballroom.com

Classes in
Ballroom, Latin, 
Salsa & Swing

Caterers, event halls and wedding plan-
ners are gearing up for fall wedding season, 
one of the busiest times of the year for hope-
ful couples. Fall guarantees exquisite photo 
opportunities without the heat of summer 
-- and the wealth of in-season decorations are 
beautiful and affordable. 

In fact, September and October are the 
most popular and third most popular months 
for weddings, respectively. If you're planning 
a fall wedding this season, read on for some 
helpful tips:

1. Keep warm. Since outdoor fall wed-
dings have the potential to get chilly, keeping 
your guests warm is a must. Offer hot cocoa 
and homey baskets of soft blankets or cozy 
shawls. Set up fire pits or outdoor heating sta-
tions where guests can shake of the chill. 

2. Location, location, location. Select a 
locale that is known for its fall scenery. For 
example, as much as it's known for history, 
Valley Forge and Montgomery County, Pa. is 
celebrated for its brilliant autumnal hues and 
stunning landscape -- a picture-perfect place 
for memorable fall nuptials in a historic area 
of southeastern Pennsylvania. Named among 

the top 10 national parks for fall foliage, the 
3,500-acreValley Forge National Historical Park 
offers a perfect fall backdrop. Learn more at 
www.valleyforge.org.

3. Incorporate fall colors into the wedding 
party wardrobe. Chocolate brown compli-
ments a variety of fall color schemes, and 
it's flattering for most women. But if brown 
doesn't suit the plans, burgundy is another 
great fall shade that makes the bridal white 
pop.

4. Select in-season flowers and decora-
tions. Unless the bride has her heart set on 
lily of the valley or orchids, there are beautiful 
in-season flowers to choose from. Dahlias, 
chrysanthemums, asters, roses, zinnias and 
sunflowers all create elegant bouquets and flo-
ral displays with a lovely hint of fall. Add some 
crab apples for a playful, non-floral element.

5. Mix and match gourds, pumpkins and 
squash. Pumpkins can be tacky or a little too 
reminiscent of Halloween, so class them up by 
serving pumpkin soup, pumpkin cocktails or 
tiers of mini pumpkins. Gourds also make eye-
catching vases, and all three can be arranged as 
charming centerpieces. (NewsUSA)

Find wedding bliss this coming fall 
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120 Cottage Road
Weare, NH 03281
603-529-1880

events@lakeshorevillageresort.com
www.lakeshorevillageresort.com

• Beachfront Ceremony location
• Beautifully Landscaped spot for outdoor Reception tent
• 20 Lake Homes to accommodate out of town guests
• Bring in all of your own vendors
• Turn your wedding into a weekend celebration at
   Lake Shore Village Resort!

Getting engaged is a very 
personal and intimate expe-
rience for a couple. But for 
many guys, the purchase of the 
engagement ring can be a bit 
overwhelming. 

Color, clarity, cut, carat 
weight; there's a lot to consider. 
But by understanding the basics 
of diamonds and keeping the 
future bride in mind, guys can 
find the process of selecting a 
ring much less daunting.

Philadelphia-based jewelry 
designer Craiger Drake of Craiger 
Drake Designs offers the follow-
ing tips to help men select a ring 
that their bride will love:

Know the 4Cs. Men should 
always consider the color, clarity, cut and carat 
weight of a diamond. Color and clarity, less com-
monly understood, are critical to the quality of 
the stone. 

Choose a diamond valued higher on both 
the color and clarity grading scales to limit the 
presence of color and unwanted inclusions. 
Carat and cut, on the other hand, are personal 

preferences. Keep the bride's personality in mind 
to select a size and a shape that will complement 
her style.

Get certified. To guarantee the diamond's 
authenticity and quality, be sure to purchase a 
diamond that is certified from the Gemological 
Institute of America. The diamond's certificate 
outlines all the individual characteristics of the 
stone, including the 4Cs, serving as proof of the 

diamond's identity and value.
Be unique. For many 

women, an engagement ring 
is their most treasured piece 
of jewelry, so it's important 
that it is special and unique. 
A rose gold band or colored 
side stones, for example, can 
accent a traditional ring with 
a touch of color. To personal-
ize the piece further, consider 
custom designing a one-of-a-
kind ring tailored to the bride's 
individual style. 

A final piece of advice: 
Remember what the ring signi-
fies. "With so much to bear 
in mind, it can be easy to lose 
the romance of selecting an 

engagement ring," said Drake. "Although it is 
valuable to know the basics of a diamond, what's 
most important is for men to remember the 
reason they're buying it."

For more information on Craiger Drake 
Designs' jewelry collection, including engage-
ment rings, please visit www.craigerdrake.com. 
(NewsUSA)

A guy's guide to selecting the perfect engagement ring
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Wedding Gowns
Mother of the Bride Dresses

Bridesmaid Dresses
Tuxedo Rentals
Veils & Tiaras

Accessories

Featuring
Allure  Casablanca  David Tutera by Mon Cheri 

Essense of Australia  Maggie Sottero  Mon Cheri  B2 
Belsoie  Bill Levkoff  Jade  Jordan Fashions

1 NORTH MAIN STREET  CONCORD, NH
603.228.8031  

WWW.ADAYTOREMEMBERBRIDALBOUTIQUE.COM
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ADAYTOREMEMBERBRIDALBOUTIQUE

Preparing for the big day means planning a 
multitude of details; everything from the flower 
arrangements to that something blue must be de-
cided upon well in advance of the ceremony. Here 
are some tips to help ensure your big day goes off 
without a hitch. 

The Big Decisions 
The decision to get married is the first of 

many big decisions you will be making in the 
weeks and months to come. Here are some things 
to consider right away:

• Pick a date. Talk with your fiance and fam-
ily (and your fiance's family) about potential 
wedding dates to ensure the important people 
in both your lives will be able to take part. Select 
your guests. The number of guests you invite will 
directly influence the cost of your wedding. 

• Set a budget. Budgeting for your wedding is 
crucial, as this will have a great impact on every 
other aspect of your day, as well as your honey-
moon. Plan for a little wiggle room for unexpected 
expenses. 

• Choose a location. Because most popular 
bridal spots are just that - popular - you may want 
to start searching for a location quickly. 

• Organize the bridal party. Make careful deci-
sions about who you want supporting you leading 
up to the big day, and who will be displayed in 

front of everyone in your life.
• Pick a style. Many brides choose wedding 

styles that are reflected in their save-the-dates, in-
vitations, ceremonies, receptions and thank-you 
cards. Choosing a theme and color scheme in the 

beginning will help narrow down options later. 
• Hire a caterer. Take into account the dietary 

needs of your guests by offering a variety of menu 
options, including a vegetarian dish.

• Order the cake. Whether you choose a large 
multi-tiered cake or cupcakes, remember to keep 
your budget in mind-and pick flavors you and 
your fiance truly enjoy. 

• Make the announcement. Decide how you 
want to let the community know of your planned 
nuptials. Do you want to take professional 
engagement photos? Do you plan to contact your 
local paper? Will you include a link to a wedding 
day website on your save-the-date or your wed-
ding invitations? 

• Get the gown. On your wedding day, every-
one will be awaiting a glimpse of your gown. Lis-
ten to your instincts and choose a gown that "feels 
right" and reflects your personality and style.

• Dress your party. Once you have chosen the 
wedding dress of your dreams, speak with your 
fiance about his wishes for his suit, as well as the 
bridal party attire. 

• Hire a photographer. Choose your profes-
sional photographer wisely. With a walk down the 
aisle, father/daughter dance and toast, your father 
is sure to get photographed, but your mother 
might get overlooked. Make sure to ask   

Engaged? Start planning now! A to-do list for brides-to-be
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72 Manchester Street, Concord, NH 03301    (603)224-4101
Web: theredblazer.com    Email: tamra.burke@theredblazer.com
The Red Blazer is a locally owned and operated Restaurant serving the greater Concord 
area for over 12 years. Our reputation for great food and service has earned us a place among 
the very best restaurant and caterers in the business. We can host your event on premise or 
wherever your imagination takes you. The Red Blazer can take care of all the details. 
Custom cakes made in house by Chef Beth and her team. With proven expertise, The 
Red Blazer looks forward to taking care of your event. Call and make an appointment 
with Tamra, our Event Coordinator today. Look for the Fox you’ll be glad you did!

the photographer to get shots of your mother 
throughout the day as well.

• Choose your flowers. Once you set the 
date, discuss with your florists which flowers 
are in season to help narrow down your selec-
tion. You may love tulips, but if you have a 
winter wedding, they may be hard to come by, 
and may be more expensive. 

• Book the entertainment. Do you want a 
DJ or a live band? Talk with your fiance about 
your music preferences, as well as the types 
of tunes you want played at your reception to 
keep your guests on the dance floor. 

Before the Big Day
• Create a website for your wedding to 

keep guests informed of events and for easy 
access to registry information. Provide accom-
modation information for those guests traveling 
from out of town. 

• Insure your engagement and wedding rings 
against loss, damage, theft or mysterious disap-
pearance. According to a survey conducted by 
Jewelers Mutual Insurance Company, 44 percent 
of married women either don't insure their en-
gagement ring, or don't know for certain whether 
their engagement and wedding rings are insured. 
For a free, no-obligation jewelry insurance quote, 
visit www.insureyourjewelry.com. 

• Make sure your marriage license, travel 
documentation and insurance information are 

ready to go and stored in a safe place in advance 
of the wedding day. 

• Practice reciting your vows and speeches 
until you feel comfortable. 

• Wear your wedding heels around the house 
to "break them in." Pack a back-up pair of flats to 
wear during the reception. 

• Remember to ask for help. Designate mem-
bers of your family or close friends to specific 
assignments. 

Wedding Day Details 
• Provide bottled water for your wedding 

party. To ensure no one gets over-heated, hide 
water near your bridal party during the ceremony 

for emergencies.
• Choose meaningful gifts for your wed-

ding party. Necklaces, earrings or bracelets 
are great for bridesmaids; cufflinks are 
perfect for groomsmen. 

• Create individual envelopes for tipping 
drivers, caterers, musicians, etc. Separate 
envelopes will help ensure you don't forget 
anyone. 

Plan for weather
• In case of rain - Order a tent or choose 

a venue with indoor space for last-minute 
protection from the elements. Offer extra 
umbrellas to usher people from their ve-
hicles to the venue. 

• In case of heat - Place fans throughout 
the venue and provide plenty of water for 

guests. 
• In case of cold - Space heaters can be placed 

throughout the space to warm up the room in 
advance of the event. 

• Over-estimate the amount of parking 
needed for guests.

Following the Honeymoon
• Open wedding gifts and keep an accurate list 

of each guest in correspondence with their gift. 
• Write thoughtful, personalized hand-written 

thank you cards.
Photos courtesy of Getty Images, Source: 

Jewelers Mutual, (Family Features)
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1. You cannot beat the personal attention
Joyce gives to her clients, making their
business and pleasure trips enjoyable.

2. You get the most up-to-date info.
Joyce can guide you through the maze of
Internet information, often saving you
money in the process.

3. Joyce knows travel. From the best
places to discover to the ones worth
avoiding. She knows what makes you
happy, and the best way to do it.

4. Time is money. Joyce will save you
time by preparing all your travel
arrangements.

5. Joyce has the perspective of the
whole trip: air, rail, hotels, cars, sight-
seeing, shopping, and the details that go
into making any trip go smoothly.

6. Joyce guides you through the tough
choices: charters or scheduled carriers,
car rentals, fare specials, travel packages
and tour operators. 

7. Price swings are Joyce’s specialty.
Knowing when to go where at the best
prices can make a huge difference in
your travel plans and cost.

8. Joyce has a library of brochures and
videos to help you get a “feel” for where
you want to go.

9. Joyce knows you and what makes you
a satisfied client. And when you have a
travel problem, it’s good to know you
have someone to call.

10. In most cases, you pay no more for
Joyce’s services as she is paid by the
cruise lines and tour operators, and you
are supporting a local business that
supports our communities.

Red Coat Travel

246 West Main Street • Hillsboro, NH • 1-800-273-9807

IT’S WORTH
THE TRIP!

~ Since 1991 ~
Offering Professional Service with a Personal Touch

Your Cruise & Tour Specialist
Proudly Representing

— Cruise Lines —

— Tour Operators —

— Resorts —

A Full Time ~ Full Service Travel Agency
Evening & Weekend Hours by Appointment

� and more �

� and more �

� and more �
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 “Aff ordable Elegance”

 We pride ourselves on personal service in a relaxed atmosphere.

 Casablanca, Maggie Sottero,
Sottero & Midgley, White One,
Bonny, Alfred Angelo & More!

 Bridal • Bridesmaid • Flowergirl • Mothers
Tuxedos • Special Occasions • Prom

Accessories & Much More!

 17 Main Street, Jaffrey, NH • 603.532.7641 • info@countrybridals.com • www.countrybridals.com

Spring is still a long way off, but don't let 
the lingering winter force you inside. Instead, 
use the winter months as the perfect opportu-
nity to take a winter wonderland vacation.

For your next winter wonderland escape, 
make certain you pamper yourself well. Book 
your getaway at The American Club Resort in 
Kohler, Wis., which is one of the few Forbes 
Five Star, AAA-Five Diamond rated hotels in 
the world. 

Spend your days skiing, snowshoeing, 
skating, ice fishing and even clay and trap 
shooting. Or take an open-air, horse-drawn 
carriage ride through the winding streets of 
Kohler Village, breathing in the cool, crisp, 
fresh air.

If your muscles feel a little sore from all 
the exertions, the Forbes Five-Star Kohler Wa-
ters Spa is known for its healing hydrotherapy 
water services and innovative treatments, 
including the WaveMotion Body Treatment, 
which will have you feeling pampered and 
relaxed in no time at all. And just image loung-
ing back in the rooftop whirlpool, the steam 
of the water enveloping you in a snow globe 
setting with snow gently falling all around you.

Pamper yourself with a winter wonderland vacation
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246 W. Main St., Hillsboro  - 464-3053
Red Coat Realty

Where you are #1! 

redcoat@mcttelecom.com

As your buyer’s agent,
Red Coat Realty will:

1. Represent YOU - not the seller,
to get the best price & terms. In most 

cases, at no additional cost to you!

2. Help you apply for a low interest,
fi xed rate mortgage

3. Provide Basic Home 
Warranty Coverage

4. Help you look for a qualifi ed 
Home Inspector

5. Reimburse you up to a
total of $500 of the cost of your
Appraisal and Home Inspection

With your good job and good
credit it’s never been a better

time to buy a new home.

ATTENTION
Home Buyers!

Joyce Bosse 
Broker

491-0559

Whether it's set in the great outdoors, a lavish ballroom, the couple's 
favorite restaurant or at home, the wedding reception is a special time 
for newlyweds to celebrate with family and friends.

The signature dessert - cake - is usually the centerpiece for this 
occasion, a continuing reflection of the wedding theme and colors. An 
assortment of cupcakes or a tower of layers allows today's cakes to take 
almost any form - from square to round, even pillow or heart-shaped. 
This stunning all-white creation from the wedding experts at Wilton is 
both simple yet elegant. Cake layers are covered in pure white fondant, 
while additional bands of fondant glistening with white sparkling sugar 
decorate the bottom of each tier. Dots of sugar pearl sprinkles, resem-
bling perfect pearls add a hint of texture, while a gem-studded mono-
gram topper adds the finishing touch.

This unique do-it-yourself wedding topper kit can easily be custom-
ized...with one initial, two or a trio. Self-adhesive crystal-like gems are 
used to trace the initials onto the clear disc. Gems can also be used to 
create a border or other complementary design. After the reception, it 
makes a perfect keepsake for the couple that will be treasured for years 
to come. 

Guests will want to raise a glass in honor of the newlyweds with the 
timeless custom of a champagne toast. Decorated flutes for the bride 
and groom create a long-lasting memory of this special tradition.  

Individual boxes are ideal for truffles or other candies to send home 
with guests. Tie with ribbons reflecting the color theme of the wedding. 
Another fun memento is a mini champagne bottle favor that can be filled 
with small candies. Attach a label with a personalized message. Make it 
elegant or simple...and always make it meaningful and memorable.

For more do-it-yourself wedding ideas, favors and accessories, visit 
www.wilton.com. Source: Wilton Products. (Family Features)

Wedding reception 
to remember
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            404-680-6270 

Capturing the moments that will become the everlasting memories... 

If your vision of the perfect wedding marries 
eco-friendly green with winter white, here are 
some tips and ideas to help you turn your vision 
into reality:

* Wedding favors are a way of thanking guests 
for sharing in your special day, but many popular 
items are made from less-than-eco-friendly 
materials.To green your wedding, consider favors 
that are useful and organic, such as organic bak-
ing mixes or spice mixes. You can find a plethora 
of these great-tasting, green-minded options 
from purveyors like Simply Organic. They even 
have holiday-appropriate varieties like Cranberry 
Bread and Pumpkin Cake at www.simplyorganic.
com. Dress up favors with decorative netting and 
ribbons, and you have a unique favor that's good 
for guests and the environment, too.

* When you're planning your menu, keep in 
mind how the foods you choose may impact the 
environment. A dish's environmental impact 
depends on several factors, including how the 
product was raised and harvested, how it was 
transported and how far it had to travel from 
point of origin to plate. By choosing locally grown 
products or those grown and harvested using sus-
tainable practices, you can reduce your wedding 
feast's impact on the environment. (BPT)

'Green' ideas for winter-white weddings
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Falling in love with platinum this year
 Every year, Valentine's Day is 

looked at as one of the biggest gift-
giving holidays of the year. Addition-
ally, many use the holiday to drop 
down on one knee and pop the big 
question. Last year, 250,000 couples 
became engaged on Valentine's Day; 
a testament to how important the 
day is to thousands of love-struck 
Americans.

If you're looking for a unique, 
stylish and heirloom-quality acces-
sory to give your special someone 
this year, you aren't alone. According 
to jewelry and style expert Michael 

O'Connor, Platinum jewelry 
is one of this year's best bets for a 
Valentine's Day gift.

"Giving a gift of love on Valentine's Day is 
about emotion and being sure you will be remem-
bered," O'Connor said. "Platinum jewelry is the 
perfect choice because its purity and rarity under-
score the emotional reasons why you're giving the 
gift, while its durability means that it won't wear 
down like other metals and will last a lifetime."

The following jewelry ideas, compiled by 
O'Connor, will help you pick out the hottest jew-

elry this Valentine's Day:
Engagement ring. If you're looking to pro-

pose to your significant other this Valentine's Day, 
look beyond the four Cs and seriously consider 
the setting. With an engagement diamond pur-
chase, a premium is paid for a quality diamond, 
and you won't want to diminish that investment 
with a metal that won't complement the beauty 
and longevity of the stone. 

Platinum will hold your diamond more 

securely, and since it's naturally a 
white metal, it will maximize the 
diamond's sparkle. Designs that 
range from modern styles by Martin 
Flyer to vintage-inspired looks from 

Tacori can accommodate all 
types of diamond cuts.

Gifts for him. One of the most 
popular Valentine's Day gifts for 
men; stylish watches from compa-
nies like Franck Muller, Vacheron 
Constantin and Jacob &amp; Co.; 
pair masculinity with  durability 
in Platinum looks that are perfect 
for dressing up or down. If you're 
looking for a different approach, 
Platinum cuff links also make a 

good choice for that businessman 
with a sense of panache.

Platinum pendants. From the runway 
to Hollywood's A-list, it's all about layering this 
season. Look to layering Platinum pendants in 
oval, heart and square shapes for a distinct flair 
this year.

For more information on jewelry trends for 
Valentine's Day, visit www.preciousplatinum.com.

(NewsUSA)

The In-Stock Tuxedo Store
Since 1986

Next to Walgreens
Colonial Plaza, Route 12-A, 5 Airport Rd.,

West Lebanon, NH  603-298-7868

Mon.-Thurs. 10-6, Fri. 10-8, Sat. 10-4
Extended hours during May

Visit our entire store online at: collegeformals.com

PROM

$50.00 OFF
Any Tuxedo

or Suit
Prom or Graduation 

Rentals
With This Coupon

14 day advance notice of prom date required to receive 
discount. $40 down payment required at time of fi tting and 
reservation. Can not be combined with any other offers or 

discounts. Expires 6/15/13. No cash value.

WEDDING
Groom’s Tuxedo Free with

5 Other Rentals

PLUS $20.00
DISCOUNT

on each
rental in your 
wedding party.

With This Coupon, regardless
of your wedding date

May be combined with the groom’s tuxedo free with
5 other rentals. One Coupon per wedding party.

Can not be combined with any other offers or discounts. 
$40 down payment required at time of fi tting and reservation. 

Expires 4/27/13. No cash value.
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20 Depot Street • Peterborough, NH • 924-3086
Yours... A Wonderful Feeling of Confidence

 Hobbs Jewelers has a unique collection of wedding
rings exclusively for your special day. Choose from
our wide selection or create our very own design.
Hobbs’ skilled artisans will design your rings
to last a lifetime.

For your attendants and ushers, Hobbs Jewelers offers
key chains, sterling silver, pendants, earrings, bracelets, 
pewter steins, Cross pens, and much more.

Make your gifts as special as your wedding day
by personalizing them with our fine engraving
Add a loving touch to your wedding
rings with the date and initials, or
your own special message.

Call Hobbs for assistance in
making your wedding day
as special as it can be.

 Congratulations
on your upcoming wedding!

 

Wedding Photography 

Your  
Your  Moments, 
Forever…. 

Studio Location: 86 Sunapee Street, Newport, NH 03770 

"And you'll be able to wear it 
again!" is a phrase often used around 
bridesmaids' dresses. Because a ri-
diculously expensive lime-green taffeta 
shepherdess gown is appropriate for 
almost any occasion, and the Peter Pan 
collar is poised to make a comeback 
any century now. If you're one of the 
many women who has piles of Pepto-
Bismol-colored ruffles stuffed in the 
back of her closet, never fear, you will 
be able to wear that dress again. Host 
an old bridesmaids' dress party, and 
the good times may even blot out the 
embarrassment of having had to wear 
that dress in the first place.

Where to start? The concept is 
simple -- invite all of your girlfriends 
over, and tell them to wear their most 
hideous bridesmaid dress. Not only 
will you get to rewear the bridesmaids' 
dresses of weddings past, you'll also get 
to laugh at some of the more hideous 
outfits. Note: if you were a bridesmaid 
at a friend's wedding, either don't invite 
her or try not to wear the dress she 
chose, even if it does include a tutu and 
puffed sleeves.

Adding an inexpensive spin to clas-
sic elegance is the way to go. Skip the 
chips and dip in favor of a fruit-and-
cheese platter. For a refreshing twist on 
champagne, the traditional wedding 
libation, pick up a few bottles of a fruit-
flavored sparkling wine. Arbor Mist (ar-
bormist.com), which is known for fruit 
and wine combinations like Strawberry 
White Zinfandel and Blackberry Merlot, 
has recently released a line of sparkling 
wines.  Both the Peach Sparkle and the 
Raspberry Sparkle combine light and 
crisp sparkling wine with natural fruit, 
creating the perfect refreshment for a 
get-together with your girlfriends.

For entertainment, ask each 
woman to tell the story behind her 
bridesmaid dress. 

You can also have fun playing a 
wedding-themed round of Pictionary 
or charades. You can also hold a vote to 
find out, for once and for all, which one 
of you had to endure the wearing the 
worst bridesmaid dress.

For more information about Arbor 
Mist wines, visit www.arbormist.com. 
(NewsUSA)

Always the bridesmaid? You can wear the dresses again

170 DEERING CENTER ROAD • DEERING, NH • 464-2800

4 OR MORE IN WEDDING PARTY, 
BRIDE’S HAIRDO IS FREE

Color, Cut & Condition $44
Specializing in Updo’s

 by appointment only 
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spring
Bridal Show

Hours may vary. Visit our website for more info.
Rt. 16,  North Conway, NH | 888-667-9636

settlersgreen.com
Monday - Thursday 9 am until 6 pm | Friday & Saturday, 9 am until 9 pm | Sunday 10 am until 6 pm

Sat. March 23rd, 4-8pm

When the weather is nice, many people get 
the urge to entertain just a little more frequently. 
Interior design expert and TV personality Gen-
evieve Gorder says the best approach to warm-
weather entertaining is to make your space shine 
with a comfortable, approachable style. 

Genevieve has partnered with Mirassou Win-
ery® to help brighten up entertaining spaces for 
sharing good times and making good memories. 
Try one of her easy entertaining ideas to make 
your home feel warm and welcoming - putting 
your guests at ease as they raise a glass to your 
hosting skills:

• Create a home bar on any surface of your 
home. Arrange beautiful wine bottles on a vin-
tage silver or brass tray, add wine glasses and two 
taper candle holders. With a bit of mood lighting, 
glassware and beverages, a bar is just that simple 
and guests know they can pour their own wine. 

• Put every surface to use when entertain-
ing large groups, such as stacking coasters on 
the mantle to expand your typical entertaining 
space. 

Add a pop of color, such as the bright yellow 
sun on a bottle of Mirassou wine, so guests know 
they can use the mantle as a gathering place.

• The next time you have guests over for wine 
and cheese, create a buffet table that works your 
guests along the line visually. Start at the highest 
point with flatware and rolled linen napkins in 
tall vessels, then use cake tiers for flatbreads and 
crackers, followed by cutting boards for cheeses 
and accompaniments at the lowest point in the 
middle. Move the eye line back up again at the 
finish with vases of nuts and bottles of wine.

• Don't be afraid to mix elements on your 
dining table to make your presentation really 
shine. Think about mixing metals like brass and 
silver with white glass to create a powerful triad. 
Then use mismatched plates and chairs to bring 
a homey and casual feeling to a gathering. 

• A fun activity is hosting an at-home wine 
tasting. Ask guests to bring a bottle of wine from 
the same region - such as California - and then 
spend the evening trying different wines and 
learning which you like best.

For more entertaining tips and to download 
materials to help with hosting an at-home wine 
tasting, visit www.facebook.com/MirassouWin-
ery or www.mirassou.com.

Photo courtesy of Getty Images, Source: 
Mirassou Winery. (Family Features)

Bright ideas for a festive engagement party
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 1035829

 # 1 CATERER

 88  Washington St., Concord, NH  www.washingtonstreetcatering.com

 603.228.2000

 Local Wedding & Special Event Catering!

88 Washington Street, Concord, NH  www.washingtonstreetcatering.com

Local Wedding &
Special Event Catering!

#1 CATERER
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TWO CAPITAL PLAZA, CONCORD,  NHwww.knipegold.com
603-224-2920

Between engagement parties, bridal showers 
and brunches with new family and friends, there 
are plenty of opportunities to celebrate the happy 
couple. Why not bring a taste of the tropics to 
your celebrations with mangos? 

Each of these elegantly simple recipes is 
inspired by the color, texture and sweet, slightly 
exotic flavors of mangos - and you won't need to 
hire a caterer to pull it off. When choosing man-
gos, don't focus on color. Instead, gently squeeze. 
A ripe mango will be slightly soft to the touch, 
similar to a ripe peach or avocado.

To get more fresh recipe ideas for wedding 
celebrations - and everyday occasions - visit www.
mango.org. To get more hosting ideas and helpful 
entertaining tips, visit www.culinary.net. 
Roasted Shrimp and Mango Salad

Serves 8 to 10
2 pounds large shrimp, peeled 
and deveined
6 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil, divided
2 teaspoons paprika
Salt and pepper
2 tablespoons lemon juice
1 tablespoon honey
6 cups mixed baby lettuces, washed and dried
2 large mangos (about 2 pounds), peeled,  

         pitted and diced
1/4 cup shaved or shredded 
Parmesan cheese
Preheat oven to 400°F. 
On large rimmed baking sheet, toss shrimp 

with 2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil, paprika, 
1/4 teaspoon salt and 1/4 teaspoon pepper. Roast 
until pink and cooked through and beginning to 
lightly brown, 8 to 10 minutes. Remove from oven 
and transfer to bowl to chill in refrigerator. In large 
bowl, whisk together remaining 4 tablespoons 
extra virgin olive oil, lemon juice and honey. Sea-
son with salt and pepper. Toss lettuce, mango and 
chilled shrimp in olive oil lemon juice mixture. Di-
vide among plates, and sprinkle with Parmesan.

Goat Cheese, Bacon and Mango Crostini
Makes about 30 pieces
1 baguette, sliced crosswise into1/2-inch 
pieces
1 tablespoon extra virgin olive oil
Salt 
1 pound bacon, chopped
1 cup balsamic vinegar
3 tablespoons sugar
8 ounces goat cheese, softened
2 large mangos (about 2 pounds), peeled, 
pitted and diced 
3 green onions, sliced thin (about 1/3 cup)
Preheat oven to 400°F.
Place sliced baguette on large rimmed    

Wedding celebrations with tropical flair
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Happy Couples are our Specialty

755 WEST HILL ROAD, KEENE, NH • www.KeeneCC.com
For facility availability or membership information, call Sheana Rodriguez 
603) 352-0135 or email: srodriguez@keenecc.com

� e Keene Country Club

At � e Keene Country Club, we o� er a beautiful, spacious   
   facility overlooking the golf course and an extensive
      menu selection for you to choose from to
             make your special day perfect.

• Receptions
• Rehearsal Dinners
• Ceremonies
• Showers
• Bat/Bar Mitzvahs
• Corporate Parties
• Golf Outings

PHOTO BY STEVE HOLMES PHOTOGRAPHY

Membership
is not required

for event 
bookings.

baking sheet and drizzle with olive oil. Sprinkle 
with salt and bake until golden brown and crisp, 
about 10 minutes, flipping halfway through 
baking. Set aside. Meanwhile, cook bacon in a 
large non-stick skillet over medium heat until fat 
is rendered and bacon is crisp, 12 to 15 minutes. 
Using slotted spoon, remove from pan and drain 
on paper towel lined plate. In small non-reactive 
saucepan, simmer balsamic vinegar and sugar 
over medium heat until reduced by half and 
balsamic is thick and syrupy, 15 to 20 minutes. Set 
aside to cool. To assemble, spread toasted bread 
with 1 1/2 teaspoons goat cheese, top with diced 
mango, sprinkle with cooked bacon, and drizzle 
with cooled balsamic syrup. Top with sliced green 
onions. Note: Balsamic syrup can be stored at 
room temperature for up to 1 week.
Mini Vanilla Cupcakes with 
Mango Buttercream

Makes 48 mini cupcakes
Cupcakes
1 15.25-ounce box vanilla cake mix
1 cup water
1/2 cup vegetable oil
3 eggs
Preheat oven to 325°F.
Line mini muffin tins with cupcake liners.
In large bowl, beat cake mix, water, oil and 

eggs with electric mixer on low speed about 30 
seconds. Increase speed to medium and mix until 

smooth, about 2 minutes. Pour into prepared 
pans and bake until a toothpick inserted into cen-
ter of cupcake comes out clean, 15 to 18 minutes. 
Cool in pans for 5 minutes then cool completely 
on wire rack. 
Mango Buttercream

2 large mangos (about 2 pounds), peeled, 
pitted and diced
2 1/2 sticks (1 1/4 cups) unsalted butter, room 
temperature
5 cups powdered sugar
2 tablespoons white sparkling sugar sprinkles 
(optional)
Puree 1 1/2 diced mangos in food processor 

or blender until smooth, set aside (will yield about 
3/4 cup). Reserve remaining diced mango for gar-
nish. In large bowl, beat butter with electric mixer 
on medium speed, until smooth. Slowly add pow-

dered sugar, 1 cup at a time, mixing between each 
addition.  Add 3/4 cup of mango purÈe. Increase 
speed to high and beat until incorporated, about 
2 minutes. Transfer buttercream to a pastry bag 
or a large zip top bag fitted with a pastry tip. Top 
cooled cupcakes with buttercream. Top with 1 
piece diced mango and sparkling sugar, if desired.
Frost Cupcakes Like a Pro

It's easy to create these Mini Vanilla Cupcakes 
with Mango Buttercream. With a few simple 
tricks, they'll appear as though you selected them 
from a professional bakery. Just follow these 
simple steps from the kitchen pros:

• Use a large, star-burst piping tip in a pastry 
bag or large zip top bag.

• Set the bag over a tall glass or measuring 
cup, and fold the bag edges into a cuff over the 
rim of the glass.

• Scoop frosting into the bag using a rubber 
spatula. Fill it about two-thirds full.

• Take the bag out of the glass and twist the 
top closed.

• Hold the bag just barely above the top of the 
cupcake at a 90 degree angle.

• Squeeze the bag to pipe a spiral of icing, 
starting at the outer edge and working inward.

• Stop squeezing and pull the tip straight up.
Visit www.culinary.net for more tips.
Source: National Mango Board / Culinary.net
(Family Features)
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