
Postal Custom
er

ECRW
SS

Presorted Standard
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Perm

it #130
Portsm

outh, NH

See us online at 
granitequill.com

home front
Granite Quill's Quarterly Home & Garden Guide          Spring 2015 • Free

With the sun shining down, a crowd 
gathered at Cyr Lumber & Home Center in 
Warner for the grand opening celebration. 
Founder of the company, Ron Cyr, cut the 
ribbon as members of his family and others 
looked on. The Cyr family purchased the former 
Hamilton Building Supply Company on Route 
103 last summer, and have been remodeling, 
updating and stocking the shelves ever since.

“With over 20,000 hardware items, we 
now have about ten times the inventory that 
was here previously, and we’ll expand our 
inventory as we learn people’s needs,” said 
Kevin Cyr, president of the company. 

“Although we’re an independent lumber 
and home center, through our affiliation with 
Ace Hardware, our purchasing power enables 
us to compete with the big box stores.”

Ron and his wife, Rachel Cyr began a 
hardware store in Windham 30 years ago with 
just a small number of tools. That store grew 
from one employee to over 100 today.

 “We train all of our employees so 
they’re knowledgeable and are able to offer 
personalized service and advice. We‘ve already 
hired some local people, and we hope to 
provide more jobs as the business grows,” 
Kevin Cyr said. Cyr Lumber & Home Center 
carries a wide variety of building and home 
improvement items from windows, cabinets, 

Cyr Lumber & Home Center opens Warner store
doors and hardware to roofing, gardening 
supplies, lumber, decking, tools and more. 
“This is a great area, and we’re excited about 
becoming part of the community and 

providing our customers with great quality and 
service, as we have in our Windham store,” Kevin 
Cyr said. “Being just off Exit 7 of I-89, makes this 
a convenient location for many people.” 

Kevin Cyr and Kitchen Designer Tiasha Willette welcomed all to the Grand Opening last weekend.

Busting first-time 
homebuyer myths

Page 15 
Right windows 
for remodel

Page 5
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We have the material
to make your lawn

LOOK GREAT!

OPEN: MON.-FRI. 8-6; SAT. 8-5; SUN. 9-3
110 BRADFORD ROAD • HENNIKER • 428-3255

HENNIKER FARM & COUNTRY STORE

Shrubs & 
Perrenials

Rose Bushes

Moo Dirt  • Moo Doo

• Coast of Maine
   Lobster Compost

• Coast of Maine
   Compost & Peat
• Coast of Maine

   Compost Manure
• Coast of Maine Potting Mix

Jolly Gardener Garden Soil 2cu
Jolly Gardener Potting Mix 2 cu

Jolly Gardener Mulches - Cedar, 
Pine, Hemlock, Dark, Red
Jolly Gardener Pine Nuggets

NORTH COUNTRY 
ORGANICS

• Pro Gro & Pro Holly

Miracle Gro Potting Soil
Miracle Gro Garden Soil

DR. EARTH
Pot-O-Gold 
Potting & 
Planting
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FREE  set of corner stones with
every monument purchase!!

Also in stock for Landscaping — 
Steps, Post, Wallstone,

Bluestone and much more!

We Deliver — or
You Pick Up

PETERBOROUGH
MARBLE & GRANITE WORKS

LLC 1849
72 Concord Street • Peterborough, NH

603.924.3114

Sale good with copy of this ad   See more at www.PMGW1849.com

"Tile backsplashes are timeless, 
providing the ideal transition between 
the cabinetry and the countertop," says 
Kirsty Froelich, design director for The 
Tile Shop. Froelich offers her top tips for 
designing a stylish backsplash for your 
kitchen without headaches or stress:

1. Determine your style profile 
and take action
 Start by looking at Houzz, 

Pinterest and home magazines to 
see what styles you're drawn to. Are 
you more contemporary, vintage 
or transitional? It can help to see 
backsplashes in person to get a true 
idea of how different materials look, 
feel and reflect light.

2. Follow your vision
 When exploring tile or stone, think about 

whether you want the backsplash to be a 
focal point or more subdued. Subway tiles in 
neutral tones are timeless for those who prefer 
a muted backsplash. If you're looking to make 
a statement, clean and tumbled white marble 
is trending right now. Slate is comforting and 
earthy where metallic offers a more eye-
catching and contemporary look. 

3. Consider product type and 
maintenance requirements
 A backsplash isn't necessarily mainten-

ance-free, so know how much time you're 
willing to spend before making a final design 
decision. If you prefer low maintenance, the 
best route is ceramic tile. If you are drawn to 
the beauty of natural stone, keep in mind that 
there's minimal annual maintenance, including 

resealing the surface to ensure the 
product's integrity and beauty last.

4. Know your budget 
 Before digging into any home 

improve-ment project, it's important 
to know your budget. Convey your 
visions and cost parameters to any 
experts you work with, such as a 
contractor or interior designer. It will 
help them maximize your budget 
while achieving your vision.

5. Add personal touches
 When finalizing your 

design, consider adding unique 
characteristics. Above the sink or 
cooktop are good places to do 
something more decorative. If 
appropriate, you might decide to 

add a niche with a cutout that has tile on 
the interior that matches the exterior tile 
or create a picture frame design using a 
completely different style of tile and stone 
that complements the backsplash to make 
a statement. Additionally, if you are doing a 
backsplash in a bar area, it's a great place to 
have fun with materials and shapes. (BPT)

Design a stunning backsplash without the whiplash
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New HAmpsHire 
Allenstown: Sully's Superette
Amherst: Joey's Diner, LaBelle Winery, Salzburg Square, 
Wal-Mart Super Center  
Andover: Post Office, Pizza Chef, Lake Sunapee Bank, 
Blackwater Junction Restaurant
Antrim: Marketplace, T-Bird Mini Mart
Auburn: Auburn Supermarket
Atkinson: Sunoco A-Plus 
Bedford: Bedford Village Inn, Hannaford (2), Harvest 
Market (Vista) 
Bennington: General Store, 202 Convenience
Belmont: Shooters Sports Bar, Atlas Fireworks, 
Music Clinic
Boscawen: Alan's Of Boscawen
Bow: Community Center, Mobil, Chen Yang Li, 
Hampton Inn, Days Inn 
Brentwood: Bessie's Lunch, Heav’nly Donuts
Bradford: Bradford Junction Restaurant, Post Office, Bradford 
Quickstop, Appleseed Restaurant, Lake Sunapee Bank 
Brookline: Brookline Village Store 
Candia: Candia First Stoppe Country Store 
Chichester: Country Store HV Box 
Claremont: Hannaford, Market Basket
Concord: Capital Center For The Arts, The Centennial Hotel, 
Comfort Inn, Courtyard By Marriott, Fairfield Inn, Concord C.O.C  
Tourist Info, Hannaford, Holiday Inn, Market Basket, Red Blazer 
Restaurant, Shaw's (2)
Contoocook: Dimitri's Pizza, Colonial Village Supermarket, 
Covered Bridge Restaurant, Every Day Cafe
Derry: Hannaford (2), Shaw's, Chamber of Commerce, 
Dover: Chamber of Commerce, Hannaford, Newick's 
Restaurant, Tedeschi Food Shops, Fiddleheads Marketplace, 
Weathervane Restaurant
Dunbarton: Pages Country Store 
Durham: Holiday Inn Express, New England Center 
Elkins: Post Office 
Enfield: Evans Express Mart, Simons Exit 16 Mobil 
Epping:  O'Neil Cinemas, Market Basket 
Epsom: I Care Pharmacy, Country Cook’in Restaurant
Exeter: American Independence Museum, Hannaford, D 
Squared Java, Exeter Chamber of Commerce, Gallery One, On 
the Vine Grocer, Phillips Exeter Academy 
Francestown: Country Store, Post Office
Franklin: Packers Outlet, Brothers Donuts & Deli Shop, 
Hannaford, Ralph & Jo's Catering & Café, Rolling in the Dough 
Bakery, Soda Shoppe, City Hall
Georges Mills: Post Office, Jake's Market
Gilford: Mobil Mart, Hannaford, Mountain View Market, 
Piche’s, Shaw’s 
Goffstown: Hannaford, Town Hall, Sully's, 
Ace Hardware
Goshen: Country Store, Lumber Barn

Grantham: Circle K, Rum Brook Market
Greenfield: Harvester Market, Post Office
Greenland: Country View Restaurant, T/A Travel Center 
Guild: Post Office, Dorr Mill Store
Hampstead: Hampstead Center Market, Hampstead X-Mart, 
Hannaford 
Hampton: Best Western, Lamie’s Inn & The Old Salt 
Restaurant, The Galley Hatch, Community Oven, 
Ron Jillians 
Hampton Beach: Ashworth By The Sea, Casino Ballroom, 
Chamber of Commerce, O' Keefe's General Store, Patriot's 
Corner Grocery Store, Atlantic Breeze, McGuirks Restaurant, 
Ships Inn Resort, The Kentville On The Ocean 
Hampton Falls: Liquor Store 
Hancock: General Store, Fiddleheads Cafe
Hanover: Co-Op Food Stores, Hood Bldgs.
Haverhill: Steve's House of Pizza 
Henniker: Harvester Market, Henniker Pharmacy, Henniker 
Farm & Country Store
Hillsborough: Shaw’s, Subway, Liquor Store, 
Lake Sunapee Bank
Hollis: Harvest Market-Hollis, Hollis Pharmacy & General Store 
Hopkinton: Cracker Barrel, Town Office
Hooksett: Hannaford, Market Basket, Shaw’s
Hudson: Hannaford, Palmer's Market 
Jaffrey: Mr. Mike's, Dunkin Donuts, Belletetes
Keene: Hannaford, Price Chopper
Kensington: Kensington Grocery 
Kingston: Carriage Towne Market 
Laconia: Community Center, Cumberland Farms, Chamber 
of Commerce, Lake Opechee Inn, Paugus Bay Plaza, Sunflower 
Natural Foods, Soda Shoppe
Lebanon: Co-op Food Stores, Price Chopper Supermarket, 
Lebanon Village Market, Courtyard by Marriot 
Litchfield: The Lobster Boat Restaurant 
Londonderry: Hannaford (2), Market Basket (2), Shaw’s (2) 
Loudon: Red Roof Inn Loudon 
Manchester: Manchester-Boston Regional Airport, 
Cotton Restaurant, Fratello's, Hannaford (3), Hanover Street 
Chophouse, Manchester Welcome Center, Palace Theater
Meredith: Hannaford, 7-Eleven, Market Basket, Meredith 
Bay College, Blue Canoe
Merrimack: Reeds Ferry Market, Shaw's (2), Common Man 
Restaurant, Hawthorne Suites by Wyndham  
Milford: Shaw's, Market Basket 
Nashua: Hannaford, Market Basket (3), Shaw's (2), Whole 
Foods Market  
New Boston: Dodge's Country Store, Molly Stark Tavern, 
New Boston Trading Company
New Castle: Wentworth By The Sea
New Hampton: 104 Diner
New London: Hannaford, Colonial Pharmacy, 
MacKenna's Restaurant

Newbury: Marzelli's Deli, Bubba's Bar & Grille
Newmarket: The Stone Church, Lamprey River Tavern   
Newport: Shaw’s, Sugar River Bank, 
North Hampton: Shaw’s, LL Bean, Philbrick’s 
Fresh Market
Northwood: Johnson's Seafood & Steak, Hannaford   
Pelham: Hannaford (2)   
Peterborough: Shaw’s Dunkin Donuts, Brady's 
American Grill, Nonie’s Restaurant & Bakery
Pittsfield: Danis Supermarket    
Plaistow: Shaw's, Market Basket 
Portsmouth: Discover Portsmouth Center, Holiday Inn, 
Market Basket (2), Chamber of Commerce, Strawbery Banke, 
Hannaford, NH State Liquor Store, Hilton Gardens, Marriot 
Hotel, Martingale Wharf, Music Hall, Portsmouth Harbor Events 
& Conference, Sheraton Harborside  
Raymond: Hannaford 
Rindge: Hannaford, Market Basket
Rochester: Hannaford, Market Basket, Chamber of 
Commerce, Lilac Mall    
Rye: Petey's Seafood, Seacoast Science Ctr., Serenity Cafe 
Salem: Market Basket, Shaw's, Tedeschi   
Seabrook: Market Basket (2), Sam's Club, Seabrook 
Greyhound Race Track   
Somersworth: Market Basket, Rite-Aid, 
Somersworth Chamber of Commerce
Stratham: Shaw's
Sunapee: Town Hall, Post Office, Mini Mart
Sutton: Vernondale General Store, Post Office
Tilton: Hannaford, Shaw’s, Tilton Diner
Warner: Market Basket, Foothill’s Restaurant, Circle K
Weare: Dimitri’s, Subway, Lanctot’s, Weare Town Grill
West Lebanon: Price Chopper, Shaw's, Hannaford 
Wilton: Wilton Town Hall Theater   
Windham: Shaw's 
Winnisquam: Winnisquam Market Deli, Shalimar Hotel  

mAssACHusetts
Amesbury: Vermette's 
Newburyport: Market Basket, Shaw's 

mAiNe
Arundel: Arundel Market 
Biddeford: Hannaford, Shaw's
Cape Neddick: Flo’s Hot Dogs 
Kennebunk: Chamber of Commerce, Hannaford, 
Kennebunkport: Nonantum Resort
Kittery: Kittery Trading Post, Kittery Place Outlet Ctr., 
Warrens Lobster House 
Ogunquit: Chamber of Commerce, Anchorage Inn by The Sea
Sanford: Shaw’s
Wells:  Chamber of Commerce, Hannaford 
York: Stage Neck Inn, York Harbor Inn

HOME front
Granite Quill's Quarterly Home & Garden Guide           Free

25,000 copies distributed state-wide.
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1835 Route 12, Westmoreland, NH
“Your Amish Destination”

Millbrook Farm Woodworks

All items made by skilled
Amish Craftsmen

10AM � 5PM TUESDAY � SUNDAY

F�� I����� ��� O������ 
Y��� H���

• brooms • drying racks • quilts • canned goods
• maple products • candles • furniture

• sheds • gazebos • chicken coops  • greenhouses
• horse barns • cupolas • picnic tables • gliders

40 Amish Families Represented

603-399-4470     www.millbrookfarm.com

What are the hottest updates 
for homes in 2015? The kitchen is 
one of the most popular rooms in 
the home to remodel, and for good 
reason. According to HGTV and Trulia, a 
kitchen update is one of the secrets to 
selling your home.

According to Remodeling.com's 
2015 Cost Vs. Value Report, window 
replacement - whether wood, vinyl 
or fiberglass - provides a good return 
on investment compared to other 
replacement projects, increasing 
the value of your home financially 
and aesthetically. Here are three 
key elements to keep in mind when 
choosing a window for your kitchen:

style
Kitchen windows are often placed above 

counters or sinks, making them hard to reach 
and prone to moisture. Choosing a window 
style that is easy to open and close, such as an 
awning, sliding or casement, is a smart move.

Awning windows - which can be pulled 
in or pushed out - are perfect for ventilation, 
which can be especially helpful in a hot kitchen. 

Sliding or casement windows - which use 

a crank out method for opening and closing - 
are two good options for hard to reach areas, 
like above the counters or behind the kitchen 
sink. Pella motorized blinds and shades are also 
ideal for hard to reach window locations and 
can be controlled with the touch of a button.

material type
With window placement above counters 

or sinks, moisture and staining can occur, so 

choosing an easy-to-clean material 
like vinyl or fiberglass, is equally 
important. Fiberglass windows can 
withstand extreme heat and cold, 
are energy efficient and can have the 
same quality look of painted wood. 
Vinyl windows are easy to care for, 
don't require painting or staining, and 
stay looking great for years.

However, if wood makes more 
sense for you and the style of your 
home, then make sure to select a 
finish that will hold up against stains 
and moisture, and be prepared to do 
a little more cleaning and up-keep.

Features and options
Whether your new kitchen is 

traditional, modern or rustic, your 
new windows should complement the space. 
Window designs offer a variety of features 
including colors, hardware and grilles. Pella's 
Designer Series windows even offer a between-
the-glass solution that keeps blinds and shades 
located behind sinks from getting splashed. 
Visit Pella Windows and Doors on Pinterest or 
Houzz for design inspiration or visit Pella.com 
to begin designing your new windows. (BPT)

Choosing the right window for your kitchen remodel

I don’t mean to be
unneighborly but your 

noisy garage door
is hurting
my ears.

• New doors
• New openers
• Programming
   of remotes
• Tune ups
• All things garage related

• Neewwww ddddddddoooooorrss• New doors

You should call
Distinctive Doors
of New England for

Y h ld ll

(603) 252-8955
www.nhgaragedoor.com
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Enjoying those warm summer and fall 
afternoons is a luxury, and often the stresses 
of the office or the yard duties like mowing 
the lawn get in the way.

With zero turn mowers making the 
time spent mowing the grass more efficient, 
more and more homeowners are getting to 
enjoy their afternoons and free time. One 
thing owners of zero turn mowers should 
be aware of are the safety guidelines, which 
are designed to ensure that an afternoon 
spent mowing the lawn won't result in 
injury. 

Toro provides the following safety tips 
to help keep homeowners enjoying those 
summer afternoons:

1. wear appropriate clothing - Loose 
clothing and hanging jewelry should be 
avoided when using a zero turn mower. 
Instead, wear shoes that cover the toes, long 
pants, and hearing and eye protection.

2. Avoid obstacles and drop-offs - 
Riding lawn mowers are designed for flat and 

unobstructed lawns. If you have a pond, drop-
off or slope greater than 15 degrees, use a push 
lawn mower near these areas.

3. Let machine cool when adding fuel - 
Always add fuel to your zero turn mower before 
starting the machine. If you need to add fuel 
during the middle of mowing your yard, let the 
machine sit for 15 minutes before opening the 

tank for refueling.
4. Keep an eye aware - Always look 

for children, pets or objects on the lawn 
when mowing with a zero turn mower. 
Also, know which direction the clippings 
are blowing so you can avoid hitting 
property or other people with them.

5. solo riders only - Zero turn 
mowers are designed to seat only the 
operator of the vehicle. It isn't safe to allow 
children to sit anywhere on the vehicle.

When purchasing your first zero 
turn mower, carefully read the operator's 
manual and then take the machine to a 
flat and open place so you can familiarize 

yourself with setting speeds and changing 
direction.

The freedom of being outside in your 
backyard, soaking up the sun and not sitting in 
front of a computer at the office is exhilarating. 
Keep these safety tips in mind as you head 
out to mow the lawn this week, and you'll be 
enjoying the job all summer long. (BPT) 

5 lawn mowing safety tips so you can enjoy free time
WWW.GRANITEQUILL.COM  |  MAY 15, 2015  |  THE MESSENGER  |  PAGE 11

Kidder re-elected, Academy Building restored, meeting back to March
In 2011 New London voters moved the 

annual town meeting from March to May 
believing it would increase participation. It 
did not, so the Selectmen recommended mov-
ing the meeting back to March, and voters 
who rejected the proposal last year approved 
the article this year by a vote of 155-35. Vot-
ers also approved issuing up to $350,000 in 
bonds to repair the Academy Building, which 
houses the town offi cer with excess funds 
applied to Whipple Memorial Town Hall. A 
committee was established to study the feasi-
bility of adding a K-9 unit to the New London 
Police Department and an additional $78,775 
was approved for the New London Hospital 
Ambulance to cover increased costs of losing 
the Newport Ambulance Service for backup. 
Janet Kidder retained her Selectboard seat for 

another three years edging out John Wilson 
561-436. The only other contested race was 
for three 3-year terms for library trustees. 
Winning trustee seats were Wendy Dumis 
661, Gordon Terwilliger 514, and Matthew 
J. Hubbard with 511 votes. Losing his bid for 

library trustee was W. Lansing Reed with 
422. Zoning amendment 1, which changes 
the defi nition of a family, passed 772-167; 
and zoning amendment 2, that would have 
changed the signage ordinance was voted 
down 519-424. 

New Jersey Governor Chris Christie met with Sullivan County Republicans at One Mile West 
last Thursday.

�CONTRACTORS Quality work, great prices

      Haigh 
   Builders

Home Repairs & Improvements
Additions • Decks • Porches • Roofi ng • Siding

Door & Window Replacement
~ Since 1983 ~

Bill Haigh • 478-3963

Donald Solomon

Electrician
603-478-5621

donsolomonelectrician.com

405 West Main St.
Hillsboro, NH

Licensed 
and Insured

 464-4381 • 831-6228

ROTOTILLING
HYDROSEEDING

SPRING CLEAN UP

Aff ordable Lawncare

Mowing  •  Shrub Cutting
Mulch — as low as $20/yard

Fix Plow Damage
Fully Insured

 TONY RICCIO
EXPERIENCED

ROOFER

Local References
• Insured •

No Middle Man 
No Job Too Small

464-5025

Call Tony today to schedule a Free Estimate

 • Metal • Shingles
• Leak Repairs

• Houses • Camps
• Barns • Sheds

Call 7 days
 a week —

 day or evening

From Forest to Finish...
�Timberframe Building & Repair
� Docks & Floats � Decks and 

Porches � Wooden Boats

FIREWOOD
Call: 603-548-2040

Duncklee 
Timberframe 

& Boat Works LLC.
494-0285

Murdough 
 BuildersLLC

“Building a Reputation of Quality”
• EPA/HUD RRP Certified Renovator

• Fully Insured • New Homes
• Additions • Remodeling • Sill Replacements

• Garages • Barn Restorations

   603-478-0436
Fax: 464-5704 • Keith A. Murdough, Owner

“One call to Paul does it all!”

• Precarious Tree 
Removals Over

Homes & RVs
• Trimming

• Clean-Up Services
• Complete 

Renovations from 
Framing to Flooring

• Ceilings
• Fine Finish

Work & Roofi ng
Hillsboro, NH • Paul Sheils, Owner

Cell: 603-491-5048
pstreeservice@yahoo.com

PS TREES & HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS

Specializing in Take Downs
Full Removal

featuring the
We Care Tree System

Welcome to

TreeMasters

603-391-9731
David Rex • Fully Insured

Rotary Citizen of the Year
Bow Police Chief Erin Commerford was 

awarded a Community Service Award by the 
Rotary Club at its annual Paul Harris Fellow 
and Community Awards recognition event 
held at the Old Town Hall on May 6. 
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BROWNIE’S
Sand & Gravel, Inc.

MATERIALS: Bark Mulch, Loam, Compost, Cow 
Manure, Natural Stone, Clay, Hard Pack, Washed Stone 
3/8 - 3/4 - 1 1/2, 3” or 6” Rip Pack, Stone Dust
SERVICES: Excavation, Site Work, Septic Systems, 
Driveways, Riding Rings, Stumping, Backhoe & Dozer Service

529-2573  Call to arrange for delivery or pick-up!
Located on Rte. 114 near Weare Center, across from TD Banknorth.

ThinkSpring!
Open 

Sundays
10-2pm

May-June

Over 24 Years’ 
Experience

SALES AND SERVICE OF
WATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

• Water Softeners
• Neutralizers
• Iron Filters

888-679-6059 or 603-756-4398

Serving Cheshire and Sullivan Counties

Dan Waterman

“Solving Your Water Quality Problems”

WATER TREATMENT SERVICE

 603-428-7155  •  www.cousineaus.com
1310 Old Concord Rd., Henniker, NH 03242

 Bring in or mention this ad and receive
                                    the retail price of mulch.

 We Offer a Variety of 
Quality Bark Mulches

 We are open: Mon-Fri 6AM-4PM;
Sat 7AM-12PM April 18TH ‘til June 20TH

                    10% OFF

 Delivery 

Available

Leigh Bosse: Publisher    Joyce Bosse: Editor
Christi macomber: Advertising Design

Gail stratos: Publications Design & Layout, Advertising Design, 
Production, Website

Deborah Belanger: Account Representative
mary Yuryan: Account Representative

wendy Bamford: Account Representative
Granite Quill publishers

246 West Main St., Hillsborough, NH 03244   Phone: 603-464-3388

HOME front
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Upgrading your outdoor space is not only 
uplifting, it's practical, too. A great backyard 
expands your living space, enhances your 
enjoyment of your home and can boost resale 
value. To truly take your outdoor spaces to the 
next level, though, look to projects that offer 
a big "wow factor." Many are well within the 
capabilities of most do-it-yourselfers. You can 
find detailed instructions online, and all the 
tools you'll need are at your local American 
Rental Association member rental store. 

 1. Create a fire pit area
Metal fire pits and chimineas are available 

in home improvement stores, but to create a 
truly memorable outdoor experience, consider 
building your own fire pit. Rather than simply 
being another portable accessory cluttering up 
your outdoor space, a built-in fire pit becomes 
an ambience-boosting design element in your 
yard. To create a fire pit, you'll need a good-
sized circle of level ground in your yard, tools 
for digging, stones or bricks for construction, 
and implements for hauling sand, stone and 
bricks. 

 2. plant a vertical garden
Gardening is a popular summer pastime, 

one that can fill your yard and home with 

beautiful blooms, lush greenery and nutritious, 
low-cost produce. If you don't have a great deal 
of room for a spacious garden plot, or if you 
want a garden that's more visually striking than 
raised beds or containers, consider a vertical 
garden. Virtually any unadorned outdoor wall 
can accommodate a vertical garden. Depend-
ing on how you choose to affix plants and 
containers to the wall, you may need to rent 
nail guns or construction-grade staple guns.

 3. Add an outdoor kitchen
Cooking and eating outside are among 

the great joys of warm weather, and outdoor 
kitchens are a popular improvement to out-

door living areas. You have many options for 
creating an outdoor kitchen, from building a 
simple frame and sliding a standard gas grill 
into it, to a more elaborate stone installation 
complete with an oven and multiple burners. 
You can save money by using online guides 
and renting tools to build your own backyard 
kitchen.

 4. Build a dedicated space for napping
What's more relaxing than napping in 

the shade with a soft breeze as your blanket? 
Constructing a wooden swing, suspended bed 
swing or a wooden hammock can be an easy 
weekend project that requires the rental of only 
a few simple tools. When you're done, you'll 
enjoy testing the fruits of your labor with an 
afternoon nap.

 5. set up superior seating
Anyone can buy some patio furniture and 

put it on the deck, but built-in seating takes 
outdoor relaxation to the next level. Adding 
built-in seating can be as simple as building a 
wooden frame along a deck railing and adding 
plush cushions, or as elaborate as creating a 
sunken pit from field stone and patio pavers. 
Look online for inspiration and ideas that will fit 
with your space and design tastes. (BPT) 

Over-the-top outdoor improvements for DIYers
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Winter's coldest days make you 
appreciate spring and summer, as well 
as the warm afternoons spent outdoors 
enjoying these seasons. And when the 
time comes, there's no better place to 
relax than in your own backyard. If your 
space isn't all it could be, though, this is the 
perfect time for a little outdoor upgrade.

Below are five projects you can tackle 
on your own to reinvent your backyard and 
turn it into the space you always knew it 
could be.

Landscape for the year. 
Landscaping provides a focal point in your 
yard, but don't just landscape with the 
warmer months in mind - include plants for 
each season. Showcase blooming flowers and 
hostas in the warmer months, and pair them 
with evergreen conifers for a look that's inviting 
all year long.

One-of-a-kind planter boxes. 
Showcase your most beautiful blooms or 
delicious herbs in planter boxes made from 
Western Red Cedar. Western Red Cedar is ideal 
for planter boxes because it is naturally rot, 
decay and insect resistant. Plus, building the 

box is easy. You can learn how to build planter 
boxes of your own at Realcedar.com.

sitting beside the fire. A fire pit is a 
great way to extend your backyard use into the 
evening hours, and giving the pit a professional 
look is easier than you think. Start by measuring 
the pit area and then build your wall of pavers. 
Surround the pit itself with gravel, additional 
pavers or another non-flammable substance, 
then add some comfy chairs and prepare to 
enjoy.

the all-in-one pergola. Whether you're 

looking for a little shade, a centerpiece for 
the yard or the perfect spot to entertain, a 
pergola delivers. Building the pergola out 
of a lighter wood like Western Red Cedar 
will make the material easier to handle 
for any DIYer, and the appearance and 
smell of Western Red Cedar ensures your 
pergola will blend in naturally with the 
rest of your yard. You can find instructions 
for building your own pergola at 
Realcedar.com.

Let there be light. Enjoy your 
backyard any time of day with just a little 
lighting. Solar-powered path lights are a 
low-maintenance way to showcase your 

new landscaping, and hanging track lighting 
can bring an evening glow to your pergola. 
Finally, don't forget tiki torches. Adding a 
couple will give your backyard a rustic feel and 
keep the mosquitos away at the same time. 
What could be better than that?

Your backyard is what you make of it, so 
why not make it great? Any of these projects 
will noticeably enhance your backyard. 
For more amazing backyard projects, visit 
Realcedar.com. (BPT) 

5 ways to redefine your outdoor space

Red Coat Professional Services

246 W. Main St., Hillsboro 
603-464-3053

246 W. Main St., Hillsboro 
603-464-4467

246 W. Main St., Hillsboro 
603-464-3880

Red Coat 
      Realty

Red Coat 
      Travel

Red Coat 
     Homes

Where you are #1! 

Buying or selling,
see us fi rst!

Personal service you can’t 
get on the internet!

Mobile, modular, log and
panelized homes!

7

Business or Pleasure Delivering the American dream
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Prepare your home and lawn for 
guests and barbecues to come with a few 
simple DIY tips for inside and outside the 
house. When it comes to weed control, 
driveway repairs, home maintenance 
projects and more, these tips can help 
you accomplish more around your home 
so you'll have plenty of time to enjoy the 
results all summer long.

weed control: The first green 
plants to pop up in your yard always 
seem to be weeds, and they constantly 
find their way between the cracks 
in patios and pathways. Instead of 
eliminating weeds with harsh chemicals, 
which could be harmful to children or 
pets, or bending down to pull them by 
hand, you can burn away pesky weeds 
using a BernzOmatic JT850 Lawn and Garden 
Torch. It is specially designed for outdoor use 
with a 36-inch extended-reach handle. The 
flame instantly destroys unwanted weeds, and 
the handle helps keep you from bending or 
crouching. 

Garage maintenance: Not only is 
spring a time to reorganize and clean out the 
garage, but the garage itself deserves a deep 

clean. After housing your car all winter long, 
oil spots and stains on the garage floor have 
likely formed. Use oven cleaner for old stains, or 
sprinkle a heavy layer of cat litter on the stains, 
and use your foot to press in, leaving on until 
the stain disappears. 

With spring rains and humidity high, keep 
rust out of your toolbox and off your tools with 
charcoal. A few bricks in your toolbox will soak 
in any moisture, keeping things dry and ready 

to use all season long.
prep your driveway: Cold 

temperatures, ice and snow do a 
number on blacktop asphalt driveways 
during the winter. Improve your home's 
curb appeal by repairing minor or 
semi-deep cracks. Fill the cracks with 
rubberized sealant and melt the sealant 
with the Lawn and Garden Torch. 
Holding the torch just a few inches 
away liquefies the sealant to make a 
waterproof repair.

Furniture refresh: Spring is all 
about rejuvenation. Give your weather-
worn picnic table or wooden patio 
furniture a makeover using a torch to 
give new life to old wood. The Trigger 
Start Torch can be used to bring out the 

wood grain, adding rustic charm and character 
to your wooden patio furniture. Sand the wood 
first to remove all traces of stain. Then run the 
flame of the torch over the wood. It burns the 
wood and brings out the grain in a dramatic 
way that will give your patio a delightful style 
for the summer season. 

For more information about BernzOmatic 
products, visit www.BernzOmatic.com.  (BPT) 

Ways to give your home and lawn the spring refresh

BUY A NEW 2015 ARCTIC CAT® 
PROWLER® XT™ OR 500 HDX™ AND GET:

4.9% FINANCING FOR 60 MONTHS
AND YOUR CHOICE OF:

2-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY
OR UP TO $600 IN REBATES*

BUY A NEW 2015 ARCTIC CAT 
PROWLER 700 HDX AND GET:

4.9% FINANCING FOR 60 MONTHS
AND 2-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY

AND $600 IN REBATE*

BUY A NEW 2016
ARCTIC CAT 700 HDX AND GET:

4.9% FINANCING FOR 60 MONTHS
AND

2-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY*

Livingston’s
*Offer valid at participating U.S. dealers to U.S. residents on new unused 2015 Arctic Cat Prowler models and 2016 700 HDX, excluding government, rental and special services models. See dealer 
for details and program dates. 4.9% FINANCING FOR 60 MONTHS valid on 2015 Arctic Cat Prowler models and 2016 700 HDX. Financing provided through Sheffi eld Financial or FreedomRoad 
Financial and is subject to credit approval; not all applicatns will qualify for credit. Financing promotions void where prohibited. 2-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY valid on 2015 Prowler models and 
2016 700 HDX and includes six-month limited factory warranty and 18-month extended service contract through Cornerstone. REBATES UP TO $600 are valid on 2015 Prowler models, and varies by 
model purchased. Ofer subject to change without notice. Excludes tax, freight and dealer setup. Always wear a seatbelt on ROVs; never carry a passenger in the cargo box; all riders must be able to 
place both feet on the fl oor while keeping their back against the back of the seat. We recommend all ROV operators have a valid driver’s license and that all riders take a training course and read 
and understand the owner’s manual before operation. See your dealer for safety or training information or visit http://rohva.org.  ©2015 Arctic Cat Sales Inc., Thief River Falls, MN 56701.

123 Henniker Street • Henniker, NH  603-464-5454  www.livingstonsarcticcat.com
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Maple St., Henniker  428-3265 • 56 Main St., Antrim 588-6565
WWW.EDMUNDSSTORE.COM

edmundsstore@conknet.com

SALE

SALE SALE

SALE

SALE

Big May Savings!
Now through May 31

RED
HOT
BUY

RED
HOT
BUY

RED
HOT
BUY

RED
HOT
BUY

699

1499 2499

1499 5999

999

SALE

Premium 
Quality LED 
Refl ector 
Bulb 2/Pk.
65 watt equivalent, lasts 22+ years, 
Dimmable. 3494226

Steel Park Bench 
8387995

RED
HOT
BUY

S

RED
HOT
BUY

SALE SALE

7999 2999
Cushioned
Wicker 
Rocker
8405011. 
Wicker end table, 
8405052...$34.99

Ace 2 Gal. 
Home & 
Garden 
Sprayer
7215031

3’x50’ Weed Block®
Landscape Fabric
73227. 3’x100’, 
75091...$11.99

Ace Weed 
& Grass Killer 
Concentrate, 32 Oz.
New and improved formula - 
41% glyphosate. 7396120.
Makes up to 21 gallons.

Director’s 
Chair with 
side table
Powder-coated 
steel frame. 8354482. 
Colors may vary

RED
HOT
BUY

4’x4’ Cedar Raised 
Garden 
Bed
7364904
Plants sold
separately.

RED
HOT
BUY

It used to be that the man's room - or man cave - was relegated to 
the basement or the garage. Now homes are being designed with the 
man cave already in mind to give men a place to call their own. Man 
caves have 
changed over 
the years, 
becoming a 
part of the 
home itself 
instead of a 
corner in the 
basement or 
garage. They're 
still a sanctuary 
where the 
man of the 
house can get 
away to catch his favorite show or game, but now they make for a great 
place to host friends for a card game or to throw a sports party. Many 
homeowners looking to change homes this year will be thinking about 
including a man cave. If you're in the market, check out the following 
suggestions from Clayton Homes:

make the flat screen the focus - When it comes to TVs in a man 
cave, bigger is still better. Big alone won't do, though; the flat screen 
needs to have the latest technology so it can provide the best picture of 
the game or movie. To make the room look more professional, put the 
flat-screen TV in a built-in entertainment center that can also house the 
stereo and gaming systems.

Keep the drink station handy - Many man caves will have a built-
in bar or mini-fridge, but sometimes the space just isn't available. Clayton 
Homes has customization options like a hide-a-way wet bar to keep your 
space open while leaving room for all the amenities you want in the man 
cave. This way you can access everything when refreshments are needed 
without taking up too much space.

Add an element of warmth - While a fireplace hasn't always been 
included in man caves, adding one to today's room is a good idea. Not 
only does it give the room some comfort and style, it also opens the 
room up for multiple uses, like hosting company.

entertain movie-theater style - Consider including darkened 
curtains to cover the windows, and a movie-theater seating arrangement 
so you can really enjoy the action. Add surround sound and the high 
quality of your flat-screen TV, and you'll never want to go to the movie 
theater again.

Bring in the comfortable furniture - Leather furniture is always a 
hit and will give your man cave the comfort you want and deserve! Plus, 
the smell of leather is very masculine. From leather couches to recliners, 
make certain your man cave has the perfect seating to cater to your 
comfort.

Give it the manly look - As a finishing touch, choose some camo-
patterned wallpaper to really transform the room from just another 
entertaining area to a true man cave. Other decorative touches could 
include sports team items, hunting and fishing decorations and bar 
lights.

Including a man cave in your home plans gives the gentleman a 
space to call his own. There are so many ways to customize a space, you 
can be sure the entire family will enjoy it. (BPT) 

Keep a man cave top of mind 
when choosing a new home
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Get the style you want, in the fabric or leather you want, delivered promptly to your home
at special order sale prices • Choose from many styles of sofas, loveseats, recliners, sectionals, 
chairs and sleep sofas • Select from 1000 fabrics • Rest assured with America’s best warranty!

BARNS OF BRADFORD - Factory Furniture Store
Rte 114 by Lake Massasecum, Bradford NH • 938-2618

MC/Visa • OPEN Mon-Sat 10 to 5; Sun 11-4 • Budget terms arranged.

May is One-of-a-Kind Sofa Month
Don’t settle
for a sofa

some other store
has in stock.

Spring is cleaning 
season. You've opened 
the curtains to let in the 
sunshine, and every 
cleaning product you have 
in the house is primed and 
ready for action.

The whole family has 
been enlisted to help. The 
youngest is in charge of 
wiping all the cobwebs 
off the floorboards. You 
have the older children 
giving the windows a 
good scrubbing, and your 
partner is assigned to hit 
all the hard-to-reach spots 
with a duster and vacuum 
hose. No room, piece of 
furniture or square inch of 
the house will be spared!

The idea behind 
spring cleaning is to make 
your home healthier. 
You're removing the dirt, 
dander and dust particles 
that have accumulated over the winter months, 
as well as organizing everything for a more 
efficient lifestyle. 

But it can be easy to forget that cleaning 
the air is just as important as the rest of the 
house. Indoor air is two to five times more 
polluted than outdoor air, the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) reports. And did you 
know that many of the cleaning supplies that 
will make your floors, windows and furniture 
sparkle in the spring sunlight can actually 
pollute your indoor air?

Air quality is very important for 

homeowners. In fact, 34 percent of Americans 
are concerned about the air quality in their 
homes, according to a 2014 study by the 
Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America 
(AAFA). Additionally, some moms have to worry 
about health issues like asthma and allergies 
within the family. Clean indoor air is very 
important for helping to prevent exposure to 
triggers like irritants and allergens for children 
and adults who suffer from these conditions. 
For those families without these health 
concerns, clean indoor air should still be a part 
of the campaign to help your family live as 
healthily as possible. The study found that more 

than half of Americans 
put a least a moderate 
effort into improving the 
quality of their indoor air.

Yet many cleaning 
products are loaded 
with chemicals to help 
them sanitize or disinfect. 
These chemicals 
might be good for 
industrial cleaning, but 
unfortunately, they often 
aren't so great for indoor 
air quality at home.

AAFA reviews and 
certifies household 
cleaning products like 
vacuums and cleaning 
solutions that are more 
suitable for people with 
asthma and allergies, as 
well as anyone wanting 
to promote healthy and 
clean indoor air in their 
home. For families with 
a loved one suffering 

from asthma or allergies, this is very important 
because poor indoor air can trigger asthma 
attacks or allergy flair-ups. The asthma & allergy 
friendly(TM) Certification Mark is only awarded 
to cleaning products that meet AAFA's tough 
Certification Standards.

New products are consistently certified 
and added to www.aafa.org/certified. So as 
you plan your household spring-cleaning 
campaign, be sure to consider Certified asthma 
& allergy friendly products that will clean your 
house, and help keep your indoor air clean as 
well. (BPT) 

Improve your spring-cleaning routine and create a healthier home
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Before warm weather gets here, 
consider upgrading your outdoor living 
space with the trends that every well-
dressed deck will be wearing this year.

Cable railing = better views
Whether you're lucky enough to 

live on the water or you spend a lot of 
time keeping your backyard green and 
blooming, wouldn't it be great to be 
able to enjoy the view from your deck? 
Traditional wooden railings can block your 
view, and glass can be hard to clean.

More view-seeking homeowners 
are replacing wooden balusters with Ultra-tec 
stainless steel cable railings. Do-it-yourself kits 
from manufacturers like The Cable Connection 
make it easy to replace old balusters with 
stainless steel cable, creating a sleek, upscale 
and view-friendly look. 

A deck of a different color
Clear sealant for a natural look or subdued 

rustic hues have long been the colors of choice 
for decks. This year, expect to see a plethora 
of fresh colors popping up on decks. While 
changing the color of a wooden deck from 
a darker hue to something brighter may be 
problematic, composite decking manufacturers 

have branched out into a variety of brighter 
colors, including whites and light grays. You'll 
even see pops of color like greens and blues in 
designs and inserts set into decking planks.

mixed media ups interest
Wooden planks, wooden railings, stairs 

and even furniture - long gone are the days 
when decks were single-material constructions. 
Today's decks are a study in mixed media, 
incorporating traditional materials like wood, 
brick and tile with modern elements such 
as composite planks, cable railings and even 
ceramic tile. 

The amalgam of materials can yield a 
multitude of patterns, styles and looks. Pair a 

traditional wood deck with cable railing 
and stairs that descend to a patio of 
pavers set in a herringbone pattern. 
Use heat-resistant ceramic tile to create 
a decorative and functional cooking 
area on a composite deck. Varying the 
materials used in your deck adds visual 
depth, interest and excitement to your 
outdoor living space.

On the lighter side 
Outdoor lighting isn't just for the 

purposes of safety, or to extend the deck's 
usability well into the night. Lighting 

can be a design statement and a powerful 
decorative element for your deck.

Decorative post caps can add a designer 
look to railings while also providing ample 
light for outdoor activities. Inset lights create 
mood and ensure safe footing on stairs. For 
a soft, glowing effect, tuck rope lighting 
beneath upper and lower railings. Don't forget 
the beauty of natural light, too; fire pits and 
chimineas offer up warmth, ambience and 
gentle light. With some designer touches, it's 
easy to turn your deck from dull to delightful 
- and ensure your outdoor spaces stay in step 
with today's best-dressed decks. (BPT) 

Designer touches every well-dressed deck will wear

HILLSBORO-Enjoy country living in this 3 bedroom, 
1 ½ bath Cape. Features a nice eat in kitchen with lots 
of cabinets and stainless steel appliances, three season 
porch, dining room or den, Man Cave with pool table and 
bar on lower level, playroom for the kids. Detached 2 car 
garage. 5 minutes to Rte 9 for easy commute to Concord 
or Keene.  $197,500

HILLSBORO-Great value. Three bedroom, 2 bath 
Ranch located on side street at Emerald Lake. Deeded 
beach rights. Open concept living room, dining area and 
kitchen with cathedral ceiling. Deck off dining area. Full 
walkout, daylight basement has great potential for family 
room. Master bedroom has 3/4 bath. All appliances 
included. $142,900

ANTRIM-Located near the center of Town is this 
charming 2 family home. Both units are rented and in 
nice condition, newly painted with refi nished fl oors. 
Separate utilities. Two car garage, storage shed, and 
large backyard. New roof, potential owner fi nancing.  
$129,000 HILLSBORO-Are you looking for privacy and 

acreage? This may be the property for you. 52.6 
ACRES of land come with this well maintained 
Cape style home. First fl oor features living room, 
dining room, kitchen, bedroom and full bath. 
Two large bedrooms on 2nd fl oor with full bath. 
Unfi nished basement has great potential with 
high ceilings, wood stove and French doors
 leading to backyard. Detached two car garage 
with attic storage. Mature fruit trees, babbling 
brook. $249,900

PatNashRealty.com      patnash@gsinet.net
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NEW STORE 
HOURS

M-F  7AM-5PM
Sat 8AM-5PM;

Sun 10AM-3PM

Located right o�  Route I-89, Exit 7 — Open 7 days a week!
717 E Route 103, Warner, NH • 603-746-4477

Now is time to buy your 
dock for this Spring!

We stock Aluminum Docks! Stop in today
for the best savings of the season:

Cyr Lumber has it all!

“And Always at Great Prices!”

20% O�  
SALE

Low- and no-maintenance 
features top the list when making over 
outdoor living spaces because less 
time maintaining means more time 
enjoying.

Low-maintenance landscaping 
outranks native plantings, water 
features and food/vegetable gardens 
according to the American Society 
of Landscape Architects (ASLA) 2014 
Residential Landscape Architecture 
Trends survey. Landscape professionals 
love to share their secrets and show off 
their craft when redesigning outdoor 
spaces for low or no maintenance. 
Armed with know-how and using 
sweat equity, do-it-yourselfers also can employ tips that professionals use 
for a no-maintenance landscape makeover.        

Landscaping with hardscapes
Landscape professionals use retaining wall systems for a variety of 

landscaping solutions. Segmental retaining walls are commonly used 
to transition elevations, shore up slopes along foundations and define 
spaces such as creating planters, tree rings and other features.

"Hardscape products like retaining walls and pavers are important 
tools for both landscapers and do-it-yourselfers in creating low-
maintenance landscapes," says Scott Arnold, manager of Villa Landscapes 
in St. Paul, Minnesota. "With just the standard VERSA-LOK retaining wall 
unit, you can easily create seat walls, curved couches, columns and other 
features."

Retaining wall systems combined with concrete pavers can be used 
to create beautiful raised patios, replacing high-maintenance wooden 
decks, says Arnold. In addition to being as cost effective as a wooden 
deck, a raised patio offers several advantages.

"A deck railing can be replaced with wrought iron fencing or a low 
seat wall so the view is unobstructed," Arnold says. "Raised patios also 
look great with a contrasting paver course or rock barrier for potted 
plants, and steps to the ground can be created with retaining wall units."

Retaining wall units and interlocking concrete pavers come in a 
variety of colors, shapes and textures to complement any landscape 
design and are often used to create design continuity in outdoor spaces. 
Tree rings can be coordinated or color-contrasted with raised patios, 
retaining walls and other hardscapes.

Permeable pavers are an environmentally sound and low-
maintenance solution where impervious surface limits, storm water 
management, water quality and water conservation are issues.

"Permeable pavers are a best practice for storm water management 
and quality issues because they prevent runoff and let rain water 
infiltrate in place naturally," says Burt Plett, product manager of Willow 
Creek Paving Stones. "Permeable pavers reduce the need for irrigation 
in drought-prone areas, unlike poured concrete or asphalt." It's best 
to consult a landscape professional who is experienced in installing 
permeable paving systems so that they work properly and consistently, 
Plett says.      

Low-maintenance landscaping practices
Landscaping practices can make it easier to control weeds and 

manage lawn care as well. The use of rock mulch and natural rock 
in gardens and beds, as walkways and as stepping stones offers an 
attractive solution to weed control and also lessens the need for 

irrigation. At least three inches of rock 
mulch or four inches of natural mulch 
will prevent weeds. A landscape 
fabric under stepping stones and rock 
mulch offers even more insurance 
against weeds.

A simple way to cut down on 
trimming is to add a course of pavers 
along the bottom of a retaining wall, 
tree ring or planter so the mower can 
get close to the wall, says Arnold.

maintenance-free outdoor 
accessories
Selecting maintenance-free 

outdoor furniture and accessories is 
an easy way to make over a space. 

Outdoor furniture made of recycled HDPE like Comfort Craft requires no 
storage or maintenance other than cleanup with soap and water. Unlike 
wood, Comfort Craft furniture won't chip, splint, crack or rot and never 
needs painting.

Hardscape kits - containing everything needed to create a fireplace, 
firepit, water feature or grill island - are some of the most popular low-
maintenance landscaping products, Arnold says.

"Using easy-to-install kits like those from Willow Creek Paving 
Stones, homeowners and contractors alike can create beautiful features 
such as grill islands, bar islands, fire pits and fireplaces that are long-
lasting and low-maintenance," Arnold says. (BPT) 

Give your landscaping a no-maintenance makeover
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redcoat@mcttelecom.com

Red Coat Realty will:
1. Charge only a 5% commission*

This saves you $$$

2. Provide Home Warranty Coverage on
your house and reimburse the cost.

* This makes your house stand out and
gives buyers extra confi dence.

3. Reimburse your buyer up to a total 
of $500 toward the appraisal

and/or home inspection.
* An added incentive 

to buy your house not a competitor.

4. Encourage other Agencies to bring
buyers to your home. Using our State-
wide Multiple Listing System. (MLS)

5. Aggressively market your home in
local and regional publications and on 

the internet. Attracting potential 
buyers both near and far.

* Applies only to “in house sales”

In this market it takes an 
extra effort to sell your house!

Where you are #1! 

246 W. Main St., Hillsboro  - 464-3053
Red Coat Realty

Proudly serving the 
Contoocook Valley 

for 25 years!
Joyce Bosse Broker

491-0559

Attention Home 
SELLERS! In the last decade, the garage door industry has generated stunning 

new designs that can transform the curb appeal of your home from 
boring to exciting.

Large area = big impact
"When something consumes such a large part of the front of 

the house, it should not be generic; it should be special," says Michael 
Walsh, a syndicated 
home-improvement 
columnist. "It should 
improve the looks 
of the house, not 
detract from it." 
A better-looking 
garage door can 
actually parlay into 
a more-valuable 
home. One 
nationwide study 
of real estate professionals by StrataMark revealed that an attractive new 
garage door can add as much as 4 percent to the home's selling price. 
That adds $10,000 to the value of a $250,000 home, which means that a 
new garage door can easily pay for itself.

two new designs that dazzle
Chris Long, long-time editor of Door & Operator Industry, a garage 

door trade magazine, identifies two new garage door designs that are 
hot right now: woodgrain prints and carriage house styles. A woodgrain 
print is a steel garage door that looks so much like wood, you need 
to thump on it to realize it's actually durable steel. This technological 
breakthrough by steel coating companies brings big benefits for garage 
door buyers. "The rich wood-look of these doors is gorgeous," says Long. 
"Plus, since they're made of steel, they're incredibly durable and require 
almost no maintenance." The other popular new design is the carriage 
house style. These attractive doors open just like your old door, but they 
look like the side-hinged, swing-out doors of the charming carriage 
houses of yesteryear.

Quick design tips
Since both of these new designs come in dozens of attractive styles, 

here are a few tips to select the one that integrates best with the personality 
of your home. Design experts advise you to select a door that matches with 
three exterior features of your home: colors, lines, and shapes. "The color 
of your garage door should complement the overall house color as well as 
the window trim colors," says Gale Steves, former editor-in-chief of Home 
magazine. Then look at the lines on your home exterior. Are they horizontal, 
vertical, diagonal, or curved? Today's garage door styles can provide 
excellent matches for any of these architectural features. Finally, consider 
the shapes of elements on your home, particularly the window panes. Are 
they arched, square, or small rectangles? Matching the panes on the house 
with the garage is not that difficult, given the wide variety of garage door 
window designs now available.

Cool choosing tools
Thanks to new technology, you don't need to guess at the right 

door design. Most garage door manufacturers now offer door designer 
tools on their websites. Many door dealers also have similar software 
on a computer tablet they bring to your home. You just upload a photo 
of your own home and drop in any of hundreds of door designs to see 
exactly how it would look on your home.  (BPT)

One smart update can 
upgrade your entire home
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Where you are #1! 

*Applies only to “in house sales”

246 W. Main St., Hillsboro  - 464-3053
Red Coat Realty

redcoat@mcttelecom.com

As your buyer’s agent,
Red Coat Realty will:

1. Represent YOU - not the seller,
to get the best price & terms. In most 

cases, at no additional cost to you!

2. Help you apply for a low interest,
fi xed rate mortgage

3. Provide Basic Home 
Warranty Coverage

4. Help you look for a qualifi ed 
Home Inspector

5. Reimburse you up to a
total of $500 of the cost of your
Appraisal and Home Inspection

With your good job and good
credit it’s never been a better

time to buy a new home.

Attention Home 
BUYERS!

Proudly serving the 
Contoocook Valley 

for 25 years!
Joyce Bosse Broker

491-0559

To help first-time buyers, the experts at imortgage are uncovering 
prevalent myths about financing a home purchase:

myth: it takes a 20 percent down payment to buy a home.
Reality: Required 

down payment 
amounts vary by type 
of loan and they are on 
average much smaller 
than people think. 
Last year, the median 
down payment for all 
first-time buyers was 6 
percent, according to 
the National Association 
of Realtors. One reason 
is that many first-time buyers use FHA loans, which require down 
payments as low as 3 to 3.5 percent. VA loans require nothing down for 
qualified veterans or active military personnel. If you want to take out a 
conventional loan, many lenders do require 20 percent down, but you 
can lower that percentage with private mortgage insurance. There are 
also hundreds of down payment assistance programs that eliminate or 
reduce down payment requirements for qualified borrowers.

myth: if you owe a lot of student loan debt, there is no way 
you can get a mortgage.

Reality: Don't assume that having a lot of student loan debt 
automatically disqualifies you from getting a mortgage. The key factor is 
not necessarily the size of your loan obligation, but the amount of your 
total monthly debt payments compared to your monthly income. This is 
called DTI. imortgage, for example, has approved thousands of loans to 
first-time buyers whose monthly student loan payments were as high as 
$300, and many more could qualify by increasing their monthly income.

myth: if your credit score is low, you should not even try to get 
a mortgage.

Reality: Millions of potential buyers assume they will not be 
approved for a mortgage even though many could qualify, according to 
a national survey commissioned by loanDepot LLC. Today, median FICO 
scores for mortgages to buy a home are 683 for FHA loans and 754 for 
conventional loans. But hundreds of thousands of buyers with scores 
lower than those are getting mortgages if they have good income and 
low levels of debt.

myth: Buying a home isn't a good investment.
Reality: Real estate, like other assets, rises and falls based on supply 

and demand. Over the past two years, home values in most markets have 
been rising. While all real estate is local, if you bought a home in March 
2012, by August 2014 the national median home price as measured by 
Case-Shiller had risen 29.6 percent.

myth: the mortgage-interest tax deduction is going away.
Reality: Though the deduction has its critics, most observers believe 

it is unlikely that Congress will eliminate the mortgage interest deduction 
any time soon. Many states also allow homeowners to write off the 
interest they pay on their mortgages from their state income taxes. 
Check with your accountant or CPA on if you can qualify for this type of 
tax deduction.

myth: i'm about to get married and the wedding is so 
expensive i won't be able to buy a home.

Reality: According to TheKnot, the average wedding has 138 guests 
who typically give a gift valued at $100 each. That's $13,800 in spatulas, 
baking pans and other things. If every guest contributed to a Down 
Payment Fund, you could have enough saved for a down payment on a 
$276,000 home in San Diego. (BPT)

Busting first-time homebuyer myths
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BEFORE AFTER!

 Beautiful, modern colors! UGLY, outdated colors

 Damaged tile, moldy
   grout lines

 Stained, impossible to clean
   surfaces

We Also Repair & Refi nish:
  • Kitchen Countertops
  • Tile Showers & Walls
  • Sinks & Vanities
  • Fiberglass Tubs & Showers

Over 1,000,000
Satisfi ed Customers Since 1979

See more photos at: www.MiracleMethod.com 
Valid only at participating locations. Each Miracle Method franchise independently owned and operated. 

 We Repair

    &
 Refinish

in 2 Days or Less!

Choose from over
30 Designer Colors

 Tile repaired, grout lines
   permanently sealed

 Smooth, easy-to-clean surfaces
 THOUSANDS LESS than

    replacement!

 We transform your existing tub & tile in place

Call today!

(603)
429-3327


