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Festive holiday fun with cookies and cocoa
Treat your holiday guests to something 

special this Christmas. From mouth-watering 
spritz cookie recipes that will outshine the rest, 
to delicious hot cocoa boosted with salted 
caramel, you'll be the host with the most in no 
time at all. 
 Spritz Cookies with a Little Glitz
You know gingerbread and sugar cookie, 

but do you recall the most impressive cookie of 
all? Spritz cookies are fast and fun. Use a Wilton 
Cookie Press to make dozens of delicious, 
perfectly-shaped uniform cookies quickly. Add 
a spritz of edible silver or gold Color Mist Food 
Color Spray to make them shiny and bright. 
 Santa's Favorite Spritz Cookie
Indulge Santa's sweet tooth with decadent 

chocolate spritz cookie sandwiches filled with 
a layer of peppermint icing. Take a shortcut by 
using decorator icing that is already flavored 
and ready to squeeze, perfect for the time-
crunched holidays. 
 Ho-Ho-Hot Cocoa with a Twist
There's nothing quite as comforting as a 

cup of hot cocoa on a cold winter day, but add 
a dash of salted caramel flavor and you're in 
for a real treat. Made with velvety Dark Cocoa 
Candy Melts candy, steamed milk and a splash 

of Treatology Salted Caramel flavor, this cocoa 
offers just the right balance of salty and sweet.
 Metallic Spritz Cookies
Makes: 10 dozen cookies
3 1/2  cups all-purpose flour

1  teaspoon baking powder
1 1/2  cups (3 sticks) butter, softened 
1  cup granulated sugar
1  egg
2  tablespoons milk                              

North East TAI Karate
Martial Arts Classes

 Who Are We and What Do We Do:
  • North East TAI Karate was established locally in 2003
  • We are a small, family-oriented martial arts studio.
    Family members may work together in the same classes
    to learn a broad range of martial arts skills, with the goal 
    to improve themselves both mentally and physically.
  • For those looking to de-stress and work towards  inner
    balance, we also off er special classes in meditation

 Our Curriculum:
  • A blended martial art that
    encompasses a wide range of work
    in Striking, Grappling and Throwing
• Hard and Soft philosophies are

    equally encouraged
  • Honor, Courage, Friendship, Loyalty
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Gift Certifi cates for

Membership make a

great Christmas present!
g

Located at 5 Dascomb Street • Hillsboro, NH
directly across from the National Guard Armory

Call Rich Stellato, owner/instructor
603-933-3111 (leave message)

RELY ON THE PACK
AND SHIP EXPERTS

VARIETY OF SHIPPING OPTIONS
CERTIFIED PACKING PROFESSIONALS

PACKAGE TRACKING

3 Henniker Street, Hillsboro, NH 03244
eMail: store6528@theupsstore.com

PHONE
603-680-4226

Because Santa needs to trust his elves

PACK AND SHIP
WITH CONFIDENCE

HOLIDAY HAPPINESS
Delivering



Black & White copies ~ Color Copies
Oversized copies up to 36” wide

Fax Service ~ Typesetting & Design
Binding ~ Laminating ~ Padding

Digital printing in house/Offset printing in our Concord offi ce
Business Cards, Letterhead, Envelopes, Business Forms

and so much more!

Full Service in-house Embroidery - your product or ours
Screen Printing & Heat Pressing

We are your one stop shopping
for all your business identity needs.

3 School Street, Hillsboro, NH
464-5321  fax 464-5859

Open Monday - Friday, 8 am - 5 pm

603-783-9511  WWW.SHAKERS.ORG

CANTERBURY SHAKER VILLAGE  MUSEUM STORE

CANTERBURY SHAKER VILLAGE

Handcrafted artisan gifts  
   for Christmas & beyond
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1  teaspoon Wilton Pure Vanilla Extract
1/2  teaspoon Imitation Almond Extract
Silver & Gold Color Mist Food Color Spray
 Buttercream icing
Wilton Silver & Gold Sugar Pearls
Heat oven to 350 F. 
In medium bowl, combine flour and baking 

powder. In large bowl, beat butter and sugar 
with electric mixer until light and fluffy. Add 
egg, milk and extracts; mix well. Gradually add 
flour to butter mixture, mixing to make smooth 
dough. Do not chill. 

Place dough into cookie press using an 
8-petal flower disk and press cookies onto 
ungreased cookie sheet. Bake 10-12 minutes 
or until lightly browned around edges. Cool 
cookies on pan on cooling grid 2 minutes. 
Remove from pan; cool completely on grid. You 
will need two cookies per treat.

Use silver or gold Color Mist food color 
spray to spray cookies. Let dry, about 3-5 min-
utes. Turn cookies over and spray underside. 
Let dry, about 3-5 minutes.Prepare buttercream 
icing or use pre-made buttercream icing. Use 
tip 12, cut disposable decorating bag and 
icing to pipe elongated beads on bottom of 
one cookie, following cookie shape. Sandwich 
two cookies together. Use tip 4, cut disposable 
decorating bag and icing to pipe a dot in center 
of sandwich cookie. Top dot with either silver or 
gold sugar pearls.
 Chocolate Peppermint 
Spritz Sandwich Cookies
Makes: 4 dozen sandwiches
2 1/2  cups all-purpose flour
2/3  cup cocoa powder
1/2  teaspoon baking soda
1/4  teaspoon salt
1 1/4  cups (2 1/2 sticks) butter, softened

1  cup granulated sugar
2/3  cup firmly-packed brown sugar
1  teaspoon Wilton Pure Vanilla Extract
2  eggs
Wilton Peppermint Decorating Icing 
Heat oven to 350 F.
In medium bowl, combine flour, cocoa 

powder, baking soda and salt. In large bowl, 
beat butter and sugars until light and fluffy. 
Add vanilla and eggs, one at a time, beating 
well after each addition. Gradually add flour 
mixture to butter mixture, mixing to make a 
smooth dough. Place dough into cookie press 
and press cookies onto ungreased cookie 
sheet. Bake 10-12 minutes or until edges are 
slightly browned. Cool cookies on pan on 
cooling grid 2 minutes. Remove from pan; cool 
completely on grid. Sandwich cookies together 
with Peppermint Decorating Icing.

 Salted Caramel Hot Chocolate
Makes: 4 cups
4  cups milk
1  cup Dark Cocoa Candy Melts Candy
1/4  teaspoon Wilton Treatology Salted  

 Caramel Flavor Concentrate
In large saucepan, cook milk on medium 

heat until hot; remove from heat. Whisk in 
candy and flavor concentrate. Continue 
whisking until candy is melted and mixture is 
smooth. Serve immediately. Family Features
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No matter who you're buying for this 
holiday season, your shopping list is 
sure to be long and complex. Simplify 

it with these holiday hints, which feature 
something for everyone on the list. From gifts 
that keep on giving, month after month, or 

the latest in handheld functionality to a stylish 
classic and tasty treats both sweet and rich 
in flavor, this guide has you covered - right 
down to shipping your gifts to their intended 
recipients.
 For the Reader in Your Life

Books can make great gifts ... but how 
do you pick the right title for the booklover 
on your list? With a Book of the Month gift 
subscription, you can delight the readers 
in your life by letting them choose. Each 
month, members get to select from five new 
hardcovers specially chosen by a panel of well-
known judges. Whether you give a 3-, 6-, or 
12-month membership, your gift will last well 
beyond the holidays. Visit bookofthemonth.
com/gift.

Handheld Reliability Meets Functionality
Stylish, sturdy and smart, the waterproof 

Kyocera Hydro WAVE sports a large, beauti-
ful 5-inch display and is designed to protect 
against everyday phone hazards. The Android-
powered smartphone's durable design is cer-
tified to U.S. Military Standard 810G for shock 
and is waterproof for up to              

holiday hints: Find something on everyone's wish list

KEARSARGE CONSERVATORY OF
THE PERFORMING ARTS
An original Holiday Show

Adapted by
Angela Brannon Tarleton

with new music by
Jonmichael Tarleton

For More Information:
www.NHPerformingArts.com

603-456-3294 • info@NHPerformingArts.com

EBENEZER’S CHRISTMAS SPIRITS
DECEMBER 4 at 7:00PM

DECEMBER 5 at 2:00 MATINEE
Kearsarge Regional High School

Tired of the same old Holiday Shows? Looking for
something new and exciting? Then this is the show

for you! Inspired by “A Christmas Carol,” this original show 
brings spirits and surprises to a new height.

Pre Ticket sales at Foothills of Warner &
The Foothills Country Treasure & Store
For Ticket Information please contact

Deb Moore (603) 491-1117
General Admission - Adults $10 Children/Students $8

1.800.273.9807

Red Coat Travel
246 West Main Street, Hillsborough, NH

Give the gift of travel.



Crew necks/Skimmer Hats

PO Box 36   Harmony, ME
www.bartlettyarns.com

Closing for the season December 31st • Re-opening April 1st
267-6949

525 Province Rd.
Gilmanton, NH 03237

Open everyday
Mon.-Sat. 10-5; Sun. Noon-4
fourcornersbrickhouse.com

in historic gilmanton, new hampshire

Antiques, Reproductions, and Quality Consignment

The Loft now 70% Off!

~ Since 1952 ~

THE FINEST SELECTION OF
LEATHER APPAREL & GIFTS

oward’s
L e a t h e rH

There’s Nothing Like Real Leather

1651 Rte. 9, Spofford, NH
800-427-4038

howardsleathernh.com

Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30; Sun. 12:00-5:30

 Hodgepodge
 Yarns & Fibers

 59 Belknap Avenue • Newport, NH  (603) 863-1470
 Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:00; Sat. 9:30-4:00   Mastercard/Visa

Homespun
& Hand Knit
Wearables

 LIKE TO 
KNIT?

 Come in and
Browse!

30 minutes in up to one meter of water. The 
latest in the Kyocera Hydro Series, Hydro 
WAVE weaves affordable reliability with 
enticing functionality and is available through 
T-Mobile and MetroPCS. 

 Holiday Shipping Made Simple
Whether you're mailing Christmas cards or 

sending gifts to loved ones across the country, 
you want a good value for your holiday 
shipping. The U.S. Postal Service makes it easy 
to schedule a free package pickup and even 
offers free Priority Mail boxes. You'll also get 
end-to-end tracking so you know exactly 
when your package will arrive. Visit USPS.com 
or stop into any U.S. Post Office to complete all 
your mailing needs this holiday season.
 Dry-Aged Holiday Perfection
Be sure to please even the most discrim-

inating steak connoisseur this holiday season 
with an artisan Bone-In Ribeye from Chicago 
Steak Company. Cut French-style, this ribeye 

undergoes a six-week dry aging process and 
is abundant in marbling and rich in flavor. 
Visit mychicagosteak.com/dry-aged-beef.asp 
to take advantage of a special offer of four 
18-ounce artisan, dry-aged bone-in ribeyes for 
$209.95 (regularly $249.95) plus free shipping, 
12 free steak burgers and a free bottle of steak 
seasoning by using promo code DRYAGED. 

 A Sweet Gift for the Holidays
Just in time for the holidays, find chocolate 

covered Gratify Gluten Free pretzels in 
four limited edition flavors: luscious White 
Chocolate and Peppermint, delectable Dark 
Chocolate and Peppermint, decadent Milk 
Chocolate and Peanut Butter and rich and 
creamy Dark Chocolate coated pretzel twists. 
With flavors and textures so delicious, you'll be 
surprised to know they are gluten free. A taste 
so good, you'll put on your Gratify face. Visit 
gratifyfoods.com for sweet savings.
 An Iconic Gift from the Past 
Take style up a notch for the guys on 

your list this holiday season. One of the most 
recognizable tennis shoes of 

all time is back. The Stan 
Smith by adidas 

Originals 
features 
premium 

leather, 
perforated stripes, 

a terry sock liner and a contrasting heel 
tab. Choose Fairway Green for the ultimate 
throwback look, or find other colors 
and styles of this iconic shoe for adults 
at Foot Locker stores and on footlocker.
com. Introduce kids to a classic with youth 
versions available at Kids Foot Locker stores 
and online at kidsfootlocker.com. Family 
Features
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Ohana Yoga Providing a sacred space 
for the community...

A healing center that off ers yoga 
and many tools for personal growth.

During Starry Starry Weekend...
Come try our Crystal BioMats for stress 
relief & relaxation. Classes all weekend.

603.748.1539
www.ohanayoganh.com
633 Maple Street, Hopkinton, NH

902 Main Street • Contoocook Village
Hopkinton, NH   603-746-DOTS

Browse - Shop - Ship via our new website!
www.PolkadotsGiftBoutique.com

Thoughtfully refurbished 
and painted cottage & 

farmhouse style furniture, 
new & vintage home 
goods, artisan jewelry, 

hand-crafted soap, signs, 
candles, and much more!

December 4-6 & 18-20
Friday & Saturday 10am-6pm

Sunday 10am-4pm

Open select weekends & by appt.

T

f

l

214 Stumpfi eld Road • Hopkinton, NH • 603-717-5002 • www.sageandtwine.com

 Wine & Design 
- Mixed Media 

Nights
 Art Instruction

 Artists
Open Studio

A PLACE FOR
YOUR MEETINGS, 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES 
& OTHER EVENTS.

874 Main St., Suite 3
Contoocook, NH
603.746.1250

www.hashtagartstudio.com

        • Propane & Oil Delivery • 24 Hour Gas & Diesel Pumps
    • HVAC System Design & Installation • NORA & EPA Certifi ed 
  Technicians • Pure Comfort Home Heating Fuel • Water Heating 
Experts & Water Conditioning Systems  • Propane Fill Station

(603) 746-3456  � 76 Pine Street, Contoocook, NH 03229
(603) 456-2426  � 29 Depot Street, Warner, NH 03278

H.R. Clough, Inc. & Kearsarge Heating

Happy 
Holidays 
from...

our Gas & Diesel Pumps

H
eating Oils & Propan

e

Gift 
Certifi cates

Available!

Email: hrclough@conknet.com • Web: www.hrclough.com

KICKOFF 
SSW 2015!

KICKOFF 
SSW 2015!

Messenger_Starry Starry Weekend 2015 General.indd   1 11/9/2015   4:50:13 PM

38th Annual338383838333 thththth AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnuaauuaauauaaaau llllllllllllll38th AAnnnnnnn uaall
Contoocook Artisans

Holiday Craft Fair

Friday, December 4  9:00 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday, December 5  9:00 am - 6:00 pm

St. Andrew’s Parish Hall • 354 Main Street • Hopkinton, NH
(two doors down from Hopkinton Town Hall)

now accepting MC, Visa, American Express & Discover credit cards

Part of Starry, Starry Weekend, a group of shops & organizations in Hopkinton & Contoocook 
celebrating the holidays the fi rst weekend in December with shopping and family events.

ExploreContoocook.com

Shop Hopkinton’s juried fi ne art and
cra�  fair featuring 35 local artisans!
S
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Flowers • Plants • Wine • Cheese • Gifts

905 Main St., Contoocook, NH • 603.746.6889  
www.sorellafl ower.com

Visit us for Wine Tasting Friday & Saturday 
during Starry Starry Weekend!

❄
❄

❄ ❄

❄❄
❄❄The elves at 3 on Main have been working hard

in the new space, making it a special place!

3 on Main
905 Main Street
Contoocook, NH

Phone: 603-746-3306

www.thethreeonmain.com

KICKOFF 
SSW 2015!

KICKOFF 
SSW 2015!

Messenger_Starry Starry Weekend 2015 General.indd   1 11/9/2015   4:50:13 PM
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KICKOFF 
SSW 2015!

KICKOFF 
SSW 2015!

Messenger_Starry Starry Weekend 2015 General.indd   1 11/9/2015   4:50:13 PM

Cranberry Barn 
          ~Flower Shop~

Serving Hopkinton, Henniker, Warner, Webster 
and surrounding areas

Full Service Florist • 232 Park Ave. Contoocook, NH • 746-3963
Individualized Attention • Fresh Flowers • Handwoven Chenille Scarves

& Boiled Wool Hats Make Great Gifts! • Christmas Trees & Decorations 
Pottery • World-Wide Delivery • All major credit cards accepted

Our Own
Handmade

Wreaths!

14 Maple Street - Contoocook, NH
For all of your Holiday Catering needs

from small platters to on site cooking,

We do it ALL!

Easy Pick Up or Delivery

Give us a call 603-746-6041

THE CALICO HEN

Christmas Open House

Join us for a celebration
of the Christmas Season

Fri., November 27 — Sun., December 6
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Daily

371 Burnham Intervale Rd.,
Contoocook

(603) 746-5659

www.TheCalicoHen.com

Sometimes the best treasures are found off the beaten path

Seasonal Folk Art for a Happy Heart

Many Sweet Deals to Entice You...
Gift Certifi cates & Layaway available

mmThhh CC llii HHHH

Regular hours
Wednesday-Saturday 10-5,

Sunday noon-5,
through Christmas Eve,
or by chance or appt.

C
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Park Ave Plaza
Contoocook, NH 03229

Fax 603-746-4117
603-746-5085

Colonial Village
Pharmacy-Supermarket



ConwayScenic.com • (603)356-5251 • North Conway Village

 Santa’s
Holiday Express

Santa is on board with his mischievous elves
who have hot chocolate and cookies for everyone!

Nov 27-29, Dec 5&6, 12&13, 19-23
Departures at 11:30am & 1:30pm 

Christmas Vacation Trains!
We are running trains daily Dec 26 - Jan 1

Departures at 11:30am & 1:30pm 

The holiday season is the perfect time 
to ensure the handy guys and gals in your 
life are well-equipped for all their planned 
projects in the coming year -- whether 
that is building shelves, making home 
improvements or fixing up the car.

Every DIY-er needs an up-to-date, 
comprehensive toolbox, as damaged or 
dull gear can pose a safety hazard, and 
the wrong implement for the job can slow 
down work and even be dangerous to the 
user and anyone nearby.

When doing your gift shopping, 
consider opting for a few high quality 
tools. It can be tempting to try to save a few 
dollars when holiday budgets are tight, as well 
as add heft to a gift basket with more items, 
but you will be doing your gift recipient a 
bigger favor by investing in fewer tools that 
will out-perform and out-last their flimsier 
alternatives.

With this top of mind, here are a few gift 
ideas to consider:

 A durable, strong set of screw-
drivers will be designed to handle the 
rigors of everyday use. Consider a 10-piece 
set from CHANNELLOCK, which recently 

introduced their American-made professional 
screwdrivers. Round out the gift with the 
brand’s six-in-one multi-bit screwdriver. Each 
is designed with a four-sided acetate handle 
that delivers great torque and is impact-
resistant, and its blasted tips can be used in 
electronic applications.

 Give the gift of versatility with an 
adjustable wrench. Look for one with slim 
jaws for extra reach and maximum accessibil-
ity, but great jaw capacity to support larger 
nuts and bolts.

 Every home and garage needs 
a high-quality straight jaw tongue and 

groove plier. For one that will last 
long enough to pass down to the kids, 
consider CHANNELLOCK’s, which can be 
purchased solo or as part of a two-piece 
gift set that also includes a diagonal 
cutting plier. Treated to grip better, last 
longer and prevent rust, these tools will 
prove useful for years to come.

 For those whose handy proj-
ects take them places or if they spend 
a lot of time on different home proj-
ects indoors and outside: consider a 
transportable toolbox that is lightweight 
in structure but durable, waterproof, and 

lockable.
Don’t know what’s needed? Get a 

gift card to a hardware retailer so your gift 
recipient can make the right purchase. High-
quality items and sets are available at such 
retailers as Home Depot, Lowes, Do It Best, 
True Value, Ace and at www.Channellock.
com, a family-owned plier and hand tool 
manufacturer.

Practical and useful tools make excellent 
gifts that keep on giving. With extra attention 
paid to making quality purchases, you can 
ensure they last for many years. StatePoint

Great holiday gifts for the handy DiY-ers in your life
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Page 20  |   christmas GUiDE 2015  |  www.granitequill.com

Among the most treasured of 
holiday delights is, as the carol says, 
decking the halls. It's the perfect 
excuse to pull out the bling and 
bring an aura of festivity and fun 
to your home, whether it's for your 
personal enjoyment or setting the 
stage to celebrate the season with 
loved ones.

All you need is a little 
imagination and some design 
inspiration to create an inviting 
holiday home, both indoors and 
out. 

Shopping at stores recognized 
for a wide assortment of quality 
furnishings, such as Pier 1 Imports, 
will give you a variety of decor that fits 
every style at an excellent value. Trim your 
tree beautifully and learn how to artfully 
incorporate wreaths and garland into your 
holiday home decor with Pier 1 Imports' 
additional tips for a Christmas as merry and 
bright as you make it.
 A tree worth gathering 'round
As the focal point of your holiday 

trimmings, your Christmas tree should 

reflect your personal style and make a 
statement about your holiday spirit. Start 
by choosing the right theme or look for 
your tree, from traditional to glamorous to 
fantastical. Ultimately, you can carry this 
theme throughout every element of the tree, 
from the ornaments to the gift wrap to other 
accents sprinkled throughout.

To get started, select a pre-lit tree in the 
shape and style that best matches your vision: 
noble fir or pine, in slim or full silhouettes, the 

options go on. Be sure to spend 
some time fluffing branches for a 
more natural look, or choose one 
of Pier 1 Imports' new memory 
trees with self-shaping branches 
that let you start decorating right 
away with the fastest setup ever.

Begin decorating by placing 
large elements. Weave garland 
through the tree branches 
first. Then start tucking larger 
ornaments and decor into 
the branches, placing evenly 
throughout. Fill in open spaces 
in the branches with smaller 
ornaments and floral picks. 
Keep adding until the branches 

are filled. Crown your tree with a decorative 
topper that fits your theme to add height and 
an extra personal touch.

Adorn the base of the tree with a coor-
dinating tree skirt or collar, and remember, 
you're not quite finished until the presents are 
under the tree. Bundle your gifts with high-
quality wrapping paper, gift bags, tags and 
bows that also fit your theme for a cohesive, 
finished look from top to bottom.  

Deck the halls: inspiring ideas for festive holiday decor

 LIVINGSTON’S
464-5454

 IF WE CAN KEEP SNOWMOBILERS WARM,

WE CAN KEEP

ANYONE  
WARM!

 We have a complete line of:
• Boots • Suits • Socks

• Helmets • Gloves
• even Underwear

 ARCTIC CAT ACCESSORIES!

123 Henniker St. • Hillsboro, NH • www.livingstonsarcticcat.com

 HAGGETT’S MARINE, INC.
 112 Airport Rd., Concord, NH • 603.224.0171 • www.haggettsmarine.com

 OUTBOARDS

• BOATS • MOTORS • ACCESSORIES • SUPPLIES

Gift Certificates Available

www.morsesportinggoods.com  603-464-3444
85 Contoocook Falls Road • Hillsboro

Morse Sporting Goods

www morsesporting

• Leatherman Tools
• Guns & Ammo
• GPS Units
• Smart Wool Socks
• Boots
• Kids Youth Bows

ggoods com 603-464-3444ggood

• Ice Fishing
   Equipment
• Archery Pro Shop
~ Mathews
~ PSE ~ Hoyt
~ Prime ~ Elite

Gift Certificates Available

Everything  for the outdoor enthusiast!

 DEXTER’S INN TRAILS by NORSK
X-C Ski & Snowshoe

Sunapee, NH

 Groomed Trail Network

 Equipment Rental & Lessons

Cozy Warming Room
     with Fireplace

 Lunch, Snacks and 
     Beverages Available

 We Love Beginners,
     Families, and Groups!!

 dexters@tds.net                         www.dextersnh.com 763-5571 d hh55557711

Present this ad to receive
TWO TRAIL PASSES

for the price of  one



THERE AND GONE
The Latest Album from Ed Gerhard - 2012 
Order your copy today at edgerhard.com

Christmas
Guitar Concert

33rd Annual

Saturday, December 5th
The Belknap Mill  Pre-Holiday Show
25 Beacon St E, Laconia, NH 7:30pm
Friday & Saturday, December 18th & 19th
Unitarian Universalist Church
292 State Street, Portsmouth, NH 7:30pm

For Tickets call (603) 664-7200
or order online at www.edgerhard.com 

Presented by ACT ONE & Virtue Records

Tickets $28 in advance,  $32 at the door 
Doors open at 6:00pm

Food Drive at Concert to bene�t Seacoast Family Food Pantry

"Considered the premiere 
holiday event on the seacoast." 

 -portsmouth magazine
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E D  G E R H A R D  •  T H E R E  A N D  G O N E

Ed Gerhard
GRAMMY® Award-winning Guitarist
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 Creative uses for traditional trimmings
Don't let your vision for a festive holiday 

home stop at the front door. Wreaths and 
garlands can actually bring a stylish touch to 
your holiday decor from the outside in.

You can create a wintery landscape in your 

home by decking your halls, tables and more 
with inspired Christmas wreath placements. 
One idea is to nestle a hurricane in a berry 
wreath for a burst of color and texture; the 
candlelight will lend an air of cozy comfort.

Home is where the hearth is, and a well-
adorned mantel is a must. Make a stunning 
wreath the star of your fireplace display, and 
incorporate a supporting cast of berry garland 
and even a woodland creature or two to help 
make your look complete.

Actually, repurposing garland in different 
locations throughout your house is another 
inventive way to infuse Christmas spirit. From 
staircases to bookshelves to headboards, 
cleverly installed garland sends a message 
that you have a passion for the season.

You can even use a shimmering Christmas 
tree garland as a table runner for a simple 
but elegant touch of joy. Add a natural touch 
with a garland crafted of pinecones, or go for 
glamour with golden accents. Find more ideas 
and garland to fit your personal style at pier1.
com.

Make your holiday merry and bright with 
a hint of starlight and sparkle. As you explore 
decorating ideas, remember to add a lighter 
touch with hanging ornaments, embroidered 
accents and candleholders. After all, Christmas 
is the perfect time to let your inner light shine.

 Decorating Room by Room
Living room: Add a touch of frost to 

your room with inspiration from a wintery 
wonderland. Shining, snowy accents, along 
with plush pillows and a faux fur throw, create 
a warm, inviting space.

Mantel: Who says a fire always melts 
snow? While your hearth heats your home, 
keep your holiday accents crisp and cool, with 
plenty of snowflakes, trees and wreaths to go 
around.

Staircase: Think beyond the tree and 
loop garland and festive lighting, such as 
Glimmer Strings from Pier 1 Imports, around 
your banister.

Dining room: Craft your own center-
pieces with a few essential ingredients. A 
pretty mixture of evergreens, woodland 
creatures and metallic pillar stands shines in 
the soft glow of candlelight.

Bedroom: Create a welcome retreat 
within your bedroom with an elegant 
headboard, bright bedding and seasonal 
accents - everything you need to settle down 
for a long winter's nap.

Outdoors: Take your holiday party out 
to the patio. Lanterns filled with LED candles, 
soft pillows and garden stools offer all the 
festive features of indoor decor but with the 
durability for outdoors. Family Features
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A delicious assortment of cheeses, 
paired with the right foods, is a feast for 
the eyes and the palate. You don't have to 
be a professional chef to create a cheese 
board that looks and tastes like a culinary 
masterpiece.

"For entertaining or just a quiet night at 
home, you can't go wrong with a gourmet 
cheese board," says Chef Michael Symon, 
co-host of ABC's "The Chew," author of 
three best-selling cookbooks and owner 
of several restaurants. "It's a fast-and-easy 
appetizer that can make even a novice 
cook look like a culinary mastermind." 
Consider the following as you prepare your 
next cheese board:
 Determine the right quantity 
of cheese
If you're serving it as an hors d'oeuvre, 

plan for 1 to 1.5 ounces of each cheese type 
per person. If it's for a light meal, plan for 2 to 3 
ounces per person.
 Purchase multiple cheese styles
For visual appeal, select an odd number of 

cheeses, such as three or five, depending on the 
number of people. Try a variety of cheeses in 
flavors that complement one another, such as:

Aged Havarti: Mild and buttery, this 
specialty cheese from Castello has a delicate, 
crystalline structure that forms during its long 
maturation period, creating a flavorful, crunchy 
surprise.

Brie: Extremely spreadable and creamy, 
Brie is easy on the palate and pairs with a wide 
variety of foods.

Blue: A full-flavor variety, such as Castello 
Traditional Danish Blue, has a wonderful "bite," 
with characteristically tangy notes of blue 
balanced by sweet and salty undertones.

 Select gourmet pairings
The perfect cheese board includes 

foods that complement and enhance the 
taste of the cheeses. The best boards have 
four pairings: A bread item, charcuterie, 
something sweet and something savory 
or salty. Breads to consider are flatbread, 
grilled crostini or baguettes, while great 
charcuterie options include prosciutto 
or a pork pâté. For sweets, figs, honey or 
berry preserves are delicious additions. 
And for savory and salty pairings, include 
Marcona almonds, cornichon pickles or 
Kalamata olives.
 Keep your presentation simple 
Arrange your cheeses from mildest to 

strongest, in a clockwise pattern on the board. 
Be sure to leave space for pairings. Precut half 
of each cheese on the board, to make it easy 
for guests to dive in. Set out the cheeses 30 
minutes before serving so the flavors fully 
come to life.    

Before serving, place pairings on the 
board in small groups. Lastly, set out one knife 
per cheese to keep the flavors from mixing 
together. For additional cheese board tips and 
techniques, visit CastelloCheeseUSA.com. (BPT)

create the perfect cheese board in 4 easy steps

• PRE-LOVED FURNITURE & HOUSEWARES
•  ANTIQUES & UNCLAIMED TREASURES, TOO!

58 Main Street, Henniker  (next to Daniel’s)

Holiday Extravaganza!
Now through Christmas Eve

Gifts & Decorations
New & Vintage

Wed-Fri 11am-6pm
Sat 12-5pm,Sun 12-4pm

Ode to a   
  Grasshopper

 Native Spirit & Many Blessings To All from

THE TURQUOISE SHOP
 Authentic Handcrafted Jewelry & Art Direct from the Southwest

 (603) 880-3974
 CALL FOR HOLIDAY HOURS

The Amherst Street Mall
427 Amherst Street • Nashua, NH
http://The-Turquoise-Shop.com/

y

The Amherst Street Mall
GREAT HOLIDAY SPECIALS

 Salzburg Square
292 Route 101,

Amherst, NH 03031
(603) 673-5223www.enchantedlace.com
A

Unique Accessories & Gifts...
Downton Abbey Jewelry...
Luxury French Linens
      and Table Lace...
Kennebunk Home Throws

Wishing You A Magical Holiday Season

A Specialty Boutique...


