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CONCORD, NH – It may be spring, but 
it is never too early to be thinking about 
shopping for the holidays. A great year-
round gift and collectible item is the League 
of NH Craftsmen’s Annual Ornament. This 
year’s ornament is Pitter Patter, a whimsical 
Rhodium-plated metal elf boot with etched 
and silkscreened details. Sussy-Rose Shields, 
juried in metal by the League in 1988, 
created this ornament to represent the 
elfin people that make and deliver gifts, 
create mischief, and bring joy. Pitter Patter 
ornaments are sold exclusively by the 
League of NH Craftsmen Fine Craft Galleries 
(see locations at end of release), the 
League’s online store (www.nhcrafts.org), 
at the League headquarters on 49 South 
Main Street in Concord, and at the Annual 
League of NH Craftsmen’s Fair, August 6-14, 
2016. Each ornament is numbered as one of 
a limited edition and is signed by the artist. 
The ornament comes beautifully gift-boxed 
and sells for $25. Pitter Patter is the League’s 
29th Annual Ornament.

 About the Maker: Sussy-Rose Shields
Sussy-Rose Shields creates metal art 

from her studio in Wilton. “Metal is my 
obsession. I relish the challenge of applying 
pattern and form to sheet and wire to 
create jewelry that speaks to the heart and 
soul of an individual,” says Sussy. “Often the 
resulting finished piece is quite different 
than the idea I begin with, as the metal and 
the spirit guide the process.”

 Born in Oklahoma City, OK, Sussy 
was the child of active-duty US Air Force 
personnel and lived in many different 
places, attending 13 schools during her 
childhood. While she received a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Housing and Interior 
Design from Oklahoma State University, 
it was metals and jewelry making that 
fascinated her. She taught herself how to 

make jewelry, and has been doing just 
that since 1975. She worked as a bench 
jeweler in an Oklahoma jewelry store for a 
couple of years, and then started her own 
business making custom design jewelry. 
She honed her techniques by taking several 
professional development workshops at 
Penland School of Crafts in North Carolina, 
and the Arrowmont Craft Center and 
Appalachia Center for Fine Craft, both in 
Tennessee. She also taught jewelry making 
at an art center in Stillwater (OK) and at 

Oklahoma State University.
 In 1987, Sussy moved to New 

Hampshire, and taught jewelry making 
for a high school career program in Wilton 
and at the Sharon Arts Center. In 2000, she 
earned a Master’s Degree in Environmental 
Education from Antioch New England 
Graduate School in Keene, focusing on 
sustainable environmental education and 
Native American studies, which added 
inspiration to her craft.

 Sussy became a juried member of 
the League in 1988, and was involved in 
organizing the original CraftWear exhibition 
and The Shop At the Fair at the Annual 
Craftsmen’s Fair. She continues to teach 
jewelry making to teens and adults, and 
provides mentoring to other craftspeople. 
About the Annual Ornament

The League’s annual ornament is 
selected by the managers of the League 
of New Hampshire Craftsmen Fine Craft 
Galleries, located in Center Sandwich, 
Concord, Hanover, Hooksett, Littleton, 
Meredith, Nashua, and North Conway. 
Major credit cards are accepted for ordering 
the ornament by telephone from any 
gallery.

League of NH Craftsmen Fine Craft 
Galleries:

Center Sandwich, 32 Main St., 
     603-284-6831
Concord, 36 North Main St., 
     603-228-8171
Hanover, 13 Lebanon St., 603-643-5050
Hooksett, I-93 Northbound Rest Area, 
     530 West River Rd., 603-210-5181
Littleton, 81 Main Street, 603-444-1099
Meredith, 279 Daniel Webster Hwy., 
     Rte. 3, 603-279-7920
Nashua, 98 Main St.,603-595-8233
North Conway, 2526 White Mountain 
     Hwy., Rte. 16/302, 603-356-2441

Pitter Patter selected as League of Nh craftsmen’s annual Ornament

 8:00AM-4:00PM

• Weekends Only •

 OPENING
NOVEMBER 26TH

 Choose & Cut Trees t $50
Decorated Wreaths t $20

 DONAGHEY TREE FARM

 3rd Range Road • Off Pembroke Hill Road • Pembroke, NH • (603) 485-8070

 Hodgepodge
 Yarns & Fibers

 59 Belknap Avenue • Newport, NH  (603) 863-1470
 Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:00; Sat. 9:30-4:00   Mastercard/Visa

Homespun
& Hand Knit
Wearables

 LIKE TO 
KNIT?

 Come in and
Browse!
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Happy Holidays
from all of us at

Knoxland Equipment

Thank you for making us your #1 Mahindra
dealer in New England!

25 OLD WARNER LANE • WARNER NH • 603-746-5260 • WWW.KNOXLAND.COM
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Farm opens for shopping November 7, 
for Christmas trees November 19

BETHLEHEM, N.H. - There’s no better place to get into the holiday 
spirit than Christmas Lane, address of The Rocks Estate. With row upon 
row of perfect Christmas trees, a fi re pit for munching s’mores and sip-
ping cocoa, two shops fi lled with gifts and decorations, horse-drawn 
wagon rides and its very own Green Father Christmas, The Rocks is 
brimming with holiday magic.

The Rocks Marketplace and the Gift Shop open for early shoppers 
Nov. 7 and will be open 10 a.m.-4 p.m. daily through Christmas Eve. 
Christmas tree shoppers may select a tree from the farm’s retail lot or 
wander the fi elds to Cut-Your-Own Christmas tree beginning Nov. 19. 
The Rocks will be closed Thanksgiving Day, but otherwise open daily 
through Dec. 24.

“Each year we welcome new customers and visitors who return 
every Christmas, year after year, to fi nd their tree at The Rocks,” said 
Rocks Estate Manager Nigel Manley. “We love being part of the 
holiday traditions of so many families. It’s impossible not to get swept 
up into the joy and magic of the season when you’re here.”

In addition to Christmas trees, The Rocks also off ers an array of 
classic and whimsically decorated handmade wreaths, garland, orna-
ments, and Christmas tree accessories. The farm boasts two shops, 
brimming with unique gift items and holiday décor. 

“There really is something for everyone in our shops, and we try 
to balance proven favorites and exciting new items when we stock the 
shelves each year” said shop manager Carleen Quinn. “We’re proud to 
off er a high percentage of locally and regionally made items, includ-
ing many from area crafters and artisans, as well as American-made 
goods from a bit further afi eld.”

The Marketplace is fi lled with an array of U.S.A.-made and 
locally-crafted items, from home goods and holiday decorations to 
jewelry and hand-made soaps, including hundreds of new Christmas 
ornaments. Marketplace favorites include the selection of Ginger 
Cottages, handcrafted in Virginia and complete with display lights, as 
well as a line of wine and cocktail glasses etched with moose images, 
and designer bottles of maple syrup.

New this year are beautiful Advent calendars depicting classic 
New England scenes, whose artful appeal will extend beyond the holi-
day season. Off erings by local crafters and artisans extend from New 

Hampshire-themed chocolates and unique preserves to handmade 
soaps and pottery.

 The Gift Shop shelves are fi lled with Rocks maple syrup, as well 
as ornaments, decorations, and tee-shirts. Both shops are open daily 
(closed Thanksgiving Day) beginning Nov. 7, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

The Rocks opens for the Christmas tree season Nov. 19. Weekend 
visitors will fi nd a variety of festive activities, from horse-drawn 
wagon rides through the beautiful historic Estate to roasting marsh-
mallows around the fi re pit and visiting with The Rocks’ own Green 
Father Christmas.

Wagon rides will be off ered Nov. 19, Nov. 25-27, Dec. 3, 4, 10, 
11, and Dec. 17. Father Christmas will be at the farm visiting with 
shoppers and presenting fi r tree seedlings to children Saturdays from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

The Rocks will again be supporting the Trees For Troops program 
and its national campaign to deliver 16,000 farm-grown Christmas 
trees to members of the United States military and their families at 
home and abroad this holiday season.

Can’t make a trip to The Rocks this season? Don’t fret; the 
shopper-friendly Rocks Estate online store off ers a variety of Christmas 
trees and holiday wreaths, along with ornaments, garland, and tree 
accessories, as well as The Rocks’ own maple syrup. All items include 
free shipping, and customers may create a holiday wish list and ship 
to multiple addresses with one order. Mail order shopping is open 
through Dec. 13.

The Rocks Estate has been featured in media outlets from the 
Boston Globe and Martha Stewart’s Living to WMUR’s Chronicle, Good 
Morning America and Yankee Magazine.

The Rocks is the North Country Conservation and Education 
Center of the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests ( 
HYPERLINK “http://www.forestsociety.org/” www.forestsociety.org). 
The Forest Society is a non-profi t membership organization founded 
in 1901 to protect the state’s most important landscapes and promote 
wise use of its natural resources. 

The landmark 1,400-acre Rocks Estate includes numerous 
buildings listed on the National Register of Historic Places and off ers 
Agri- and Eco-tourism opportunities throughout the year. For more 
information please visit  HYPERLINK “http://www.therocks.org” www.
therocks.org  For reservations and other inquiries e-mail  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:info@therocks.org” info@therocks.org or call 603-444-6228.

Holiday magic returns to The Rocks Estate this season

The Rocks 
Estate

4 Christmas Lane, 
Bethlehem, NH 03574

Please call 603-444-6228  
www.therocks.org
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