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Sensible solutions for gifting
Practically every year there's at least one person on your holiday 

gift list that seems to have it all. One way to think outside the box is to 
sift through wants and needs to find something that can truly be put 
to use on an almost daily basis. For example, tools, binoculars, vacuum 
cleaners, knife sharpeners and security solutions can serve as practi-
cal gifts that give your recipient a functional piece of equipment for 
daily life. Find additional holiday gift ideas for everyone on your list at 
eLivingtoday.com.
 An Eye-Catching Gift: If you've got someone on your holiday gift 
list that enjoys pursuits such as 
sports, concerts, nature viewing or 
stargazing, help bring the action 
closer with a gift like the Bushnell 
Powerview 2 binocular. An evolution 
from the popular line, the versatile, 
general-use binoculars deliver clear 
views in multiple sizes and magnifi-
cations. For more information, visit 
bushnell.com.
 A Cut Above the Rest: This 
holiday season, get the chef or 
outdoorsman in your life a gift that 
keeps on giving, such as the Wicked 
Edge Go knife sharpener. Made from 
high-quality materials, it's easy to 
use for both new and experienced 
knife sharpeners. Find more at wick-
ededgeusa.com.
 Cleanliness On the Go: Give the gift of cleaner living spaces 
anywhere and everywhere with the 
ultra-portable Raycop GO vacuum, 
which uses UVC light technology 
to eliminate 99.9% of bacteria and 
viruses along with dust mites. It can 
even sanitize phones, handbags or 
luggage, and the battery lasts 30 
minutes. Visit raycop.com for more 
information.
 The Gift That Protects: If you're looking to secure connected toys 
and devices received this holiday season, 
consider internet security products that allow 
you to protect your family. With advanced 
protection for all your devices, ESET's Smart 
Security Premium solution helps protect 
against identity theft with the latest malware 
detection, online banking, password security 
and smart home support. Find more security 
solutions at eset.com/us.
 Get the Job Done: Help the handyperson in your life finish the job 
quicker with the Milwaukee 
M12 Drill and Driver Kit from 
Ace Hardware, the only tool in 
its class with an all-metal locking 
chuck. Its compact, lightweight 
and durable design delivers 
comfort and efficiency along 
with an onboard LED light and 
fuel gauge to help increase 
productivity and avoid interrup-
tions. Find more information and 
holiday gift ideas at acehard-
ware.com. (Family Features)
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41st CANDLELIGHT STROLL
UNDER THE STARS
Friday Dec. 11 & 18, 4-8 PM
Saturday Dec. 12 & 19, 4-8 PM
Sunday Dec. 13 & 20, 4-8 PM

Experience the holiday traditions of times
past. One-hour, self-guided tours departing
every 30-minutes. Last self-guided tour
departs at 7 PM. 

Adults $15; Children $10
Tickets must be purchased in advance.
No ticket sales at the door.

For more information, visit
strawberybanke.org

Outdoor Ice Skating 
December - March

Daily public skating.
Private rink rentals &
skating lessons. 

Strawbery Banke Museum
14 Hancock Street, Portsmouth NH 03801

strawberybanke.org
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...and support those who ...and support those who 
support the community!support the community!

Buy a Tree Buy a Tree 
from thefrom the

             Lions Lions
CHRISTMAS   Scarecrow
CONTEST
Use your imagination...
Santa, Mrs. Claus,
Rudolph, Elf, Grinch
Bring your Christmas 
Themed Scarecrow
to Butler Park

Sponsored By
Hillsborough Pride

Saturday
December 5th
at 3:30 PM
    Prizes will be 
       awarded
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Stocking stuffers for everyone on your list
Before you can hang the stockings by the 

chimney with care, you have to figure out how 
you're going to stuff them. Nearly every family 

has a different 
approach, 
but practical 
presents that 
match the 
personality of 
the recipient is 
almost always 

a winning strategy for filling out your loved 
ones' stockings. For example, Zebra Pen's 
wide variety of writing instruments offers 
useful, stylish and creative stocking stuffers for 
anyone on your shopping list. Consider these 
thoughtful and fun ideas for filling stockings 
and get a head start on your holiday shopping 
at zebrapen.com.
 For Little Learners

Easy for smaller hands to hold and control 
with triangular barrels, Zensations Mechanical 
Colored Pencils provide smooth, rich, vibrant 
color. Available in 24 blend-able, non-toxic 
colors, the durable lead is built for beginning 
writers and never needs sharpening. Ideal for 
coloring books, journals, notebooks and other 
paper surfaces, they're made to last as long as 

your young-
sters' love of 
coloring and 
doodling.
 For Bullet 
Journal 
Hobbyists

Whether 
your recipient 
is organized or 

could use some help in that department, an 
option like the Mildliner Double Ended High-
lighter and Creative Tool can help organize 
bullet journals, planners or notes in a unique 
way. With 25 pastel shades, the Japanese-
inspired highlighter's broad and fine point tips 
aid in hand lettering and allow for multiple 
line thicknesses.
 For Fashionistas

Ideal for those looking for a fashion-
able pen that makes a statement, the 
Sarasa Grand Retractable Gel Pen features a 
sophisticated barrel that can be coordinated 
to match other office essentials. Available in 
six barrel colors - navy, gold, rose gold, black, 
white and turquoise - with Rapid Dry Ink 
Technology, this refillable writing product 
doesn't smear or smudge, leaving hands and 

paper free from blemishes.
 For Teens

Perfect for journaling, note-taking and 
studying, the Sarasa Clip Retractable Gel 
Pen can help the students on your list stay 
organized. Available in a wide variety of colors 
and finishes, including milky and shimmering 
metallic options, the non-smearing, gel ink is 
water-resistant to make a long-lasting impres-
sion. Plus, an alligator clip makes it easy to 
attach to notebooks, clipboards or artwork.
 For Adventurers

With a pressurized stainless steel barrel 
and the ability to write at extreme angles, the 
Steel X-701 Ballpoint Retractable Pen is made 
for those who need something sturdier than 

everyday plas-
tic pens. Built 
to withstand 
temperatures 
ranging from 
-30 F to 250 F, 
this light-
weight, matte 
black writing 
product is also 

an attractive option as a go-to daily writing 
utensil. (Family Features)
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4 Simple tips for a safe and healthy holiday season
Traditionally, the holiday season is a time 

to gather with family and friends to reminis-
cence and celebrate all that has happened 
throughout the year. But with an ongoing 
pandemic, many are left looking for new and 
unique ways to enjoy those time-honored 
traditions in a way that keeps everyone safe 
and healthy.

So while things will likely look different 
than we are accustomed to, that doesn't mean 
you and your loved ones have to miss out on 
those most important and cherished tradi-
tions. Instead, consider trying these tips and 
tricks for safe, socially distant holiday fun.
 Host safely

If you plan to host, there are a number 
of precautions you can take to keep guests 
safe. If possible, take your gatherings outside 
where you can increase physical distance 
and airflow. Choose outdoor activities, such 
as a bonfire or an active game. If you live in a 
colder climate, bring out the hats, coats and 
gloves - and try using a patio or porch heater 
to warm up.

To limit travel, it is best to only invite 
people from your local area and limit the 
number of attendees. Provide information to 

guests about your local safety guidelines and 
take steps to prevent spread by providing 
masks and hand sanitizer.
 Get help from the experts

With everything to consider this year, 
there is nothing better than receiving a 
helping hand in the kitchen - especially one 
that can be delivered right to your doorstep. 
Boston Market, known this time of year as the 
Holiday Experts, has fully prepared, precooked 
holiday meal spreads, as well as a la carte sides 
and desserts that can be delivered to your 
home, preordered or picked up at any location 

nationwide. This helpful solution is also per-
fect for those taking extra precautions during 
this unusual holiday season.
 Go virtual

Since you may not be able to see family 
and friends in-person, consider spending time 
with your loved ones from afar by using one of 
the many apps and programs that allow them 
to gather virtually. To keep the conversation 
flowing, prepare a list of fun topics, questions 
to ask or games to play while you are digitally 
celebrating the season together.
 Shop conveniently

Online shopping has never been easier 
- or safer. Instead of heading out to crowded 
malls or stores, do as much online shopping 
as possible. Be sure to start early, as shipping 
times will likely be delayed and stocking of the 
season's most popular gifts may be limited. 
If you do plan to shop in person, be sure to 
follow your local guidelines to ensure you stay 
safe. Don't let the pandemic steal your joy and 
ruin those time-honored holiday traditions. 
Instead, try following these helpful tips to 
ensure a safe and healthy season. You might 
even discover a new tradition to add to the 
list! (BPT) 

The Essential
Bug Protection

100% Made in the USA

email: sales@bugbaffler.com    to order call 800-662-8411
“It’s like working in your own screen house!”

download 1 page brochure or secure on-line ordering

Great Gift Idea!!

15% OFF with code CHRISTMAS20

Mosquito/Blackfly Barrier
Protection against bees,

green heads, ticks and those 
pesky no-see-ums.

CONCERNED ABOUT BUG BITES
AND THE DISEASES THEY CAUSE?

Protective clothing for all outdoor activities.
UV Protection Now Available.

• Designed for maximum comfort
   and durability
• Safe to wear—requires no chemical
   application
• Easy to put on and take off

FREE
SHIPPING

ON ALL MASK 
ORDERS

Face masks available!
 — Adult & Child sizes —

• Comes in assorted color and patterns
• Light weight and breathable
• Washable  • Reusable  • Reversible

www. bugbaffler.com

Great
Gift
Idea!

Danny's Automotive Danny's Automotive 
ServicenterServicenter
Full Service Auto Repair Business 

and 24-Hour Towing and Roadside Assistance.

Established 1978 • 488 Weare Rd., 
Henniker, NH • 428-3204

 A GREAT GIFT IDEA! 
Give a friend or loved 

one a remote auto car starter.  
Gift certi� cates available - 

installed at our facility! 
Best gift to beat 

the freeze! 
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Toast the season with festive twists on favorite drinks
Despite a holiday season that's practically 

guaranteed to feel different than any other, 
one constant will remain for many: enjoying 
the tastes of favorite foods and beverages 
while cozied up at home. Enhance the holiday 
spirit and complement the meal at your table 
with adult beverages that call for seasonal 
flavors to add to the festive vibe.

Whether you prefer your drinks with a 
fruity twist and plenty of mix-ins or would 
rather opt for a simpler combination, the 
options are vast. Many traditional holiday 
drinks require a small handful of ingredients 
that blend, mix or shake together to create a 
wintry flavor that's worth the wait.

Regardless of personal preferences, one 
ingredient you can rely on when creating an 
at-home concoction is a mixer like those from 
Zevia, which are naturally sweetened with 
stevia and include no artificial ingredients, 
colors or preservatives. These non-alcoholic, 
zero-sugar, zero-calorie mixers for cocktails 
(or mocktails) are available in three different 
flavors: Lemon Lime with Bitters, Tonic and 
Ginger Beer to provide a simple yet delicious 
complement to the ingredients of your choos-
ing. For a fruit-flavored solution, this Cranberry 
Smash Moscow Mule offers a sweet spin on 

the classic cocktail. Break out your favorite 
copper mug and let the cranberries and cin-
namon sticks add festive flair to your fusion of 
vodka and ginger beer.

Alternately, if the sour notes of a mar-
garita better fit your style, go for a holiday 
twist with this Winter White Margarita by 
blending in coconut milk and garnishing with 
cranberries and rosemary sprigs. By rimming 

your glasses with granulated stevia, you can 
add a sweet touch to each gulp. To find more 
holiday cocktail ideas, visit Zevia.com/recipes/
cocktails.

CRANBERRY SMASH MOSCOW MULE
Servings: 1
1 cup cranberries, plus additional for garnish 
(optional), divided
3/4-1 cup water, divided
2 ounces vodka
1-2 ounces fresh squeezed lime juice
4 ounces Zevia Ginger Beer Mixer 
ice
rosemary, for garnish (optional)
lime slices, for garnish (optional)
cinnamon sticks, for garnish (optional)

In saucepan, boil cranberries in 1/2 cup 
water until they burst.

Use fork to smash cranberries. Boil 3-4 
minutes. Keep mixture moist by adding water 
1/4 cup at a time.Let mixture cool to room 
temperature.

In copper mug, combine vodka, lime 
juice, ginger beer and smashed cranberries 
over ice.

Garnish with additional cranberries, 
rosemary, lime slices and cinnamon sticks, if 
desired. (Family Features)
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Holiday presents loved ones can put to work
Giving the perfect holiday gift to a 

loved one can add unnecessary stress and 
pressure, but you don't have to drive far and 
wide to find presents your friends and family 
members will love. Some of the best gifts are 
practical, everyday options that you know will 
be put to good use.

Look no further than your local hardware 
store. With 72% of United States households 
within 15 minutes of an Ace Hardware, you 
can find a wide variety of gifts to put smiles on 
loved ones' faces whether you shop conve-
niently online or in person. As a one-stop shop 
for grills, power tools, home decor and more, 
knowledgeable associates are ready to help 
you find the perfect gifts for those on your list 
whether you're looking for big ticket items or 
one-of-a-kind stocking stuffers.

For example, a new pellet grill may be 
the solution for the home chef who seems to 
have everything already, providing a simple 
way to prepare delicious meals any day of the 
week. Or, if you're looking to help make out-
door cleanup a cinch, consider an option like a 
cordless, battery-powered blower to keep the 
yard, driveway and other spaces neat and tidy.

Find more gift-giving inspiration at 

acehardware.com.
 Cook Up a Crave-Worthy Gift

If you're looking for a unique gift for the 
grill master in your life, look no further than 
the Traeger Pro 575 Wood Pellet Grill, a pellet 
grill that helps make achieving wood-fired 
flavor easier. The enhanced WiFIRE technology 
allows you to monitor and adjust your grill 
anytime, anywhere directly from an app. Get-
ting that perfect flavor is easier with this grill 
that starts quicker, heats up faster and puts 
out better smoke quality with its D2 drivetrain.
 Make Gift-Giving a Breeze

For the person in your life who loves tak-
ing care of the yard and other outdoor spaces, 

give the gift that 
keeps on giv-
ing by making 
cleanup a breeze 
with the EGO 
Power+ 530 CFM 
Blower, a step 
up in power and 
convenience for 
the line of cord-
less blowers. 
Inspired by ad-

vanced aeronautics technology and equipped 
with turbine fan engineering, this compact 
and lightweight blower can run for 75 minutes 
on a single charge. (Family Features)

A Great Holiday Gift Idea! 
Gift Cards can be 

used for: 
lift tickets
rentals

food & beverage
ski/board shop 

& more!

Purchase at:
patspeak.com • 1-888-PATS PEAK • Guest Services
Pats Peak Ski Area • Henniker, NH 

• Ice Fishing• Ice Fishing
   Equipment   Equipment
• Archery Pro Shop• Archery Pro Shop
~~ Mathews Mathews
~~ PSE  PSE ~ ~ HoytHoyt
~ ~ PrimePrime

• Guns & Ammo• Guns & Ammo
• BB Guns• BB Guns
• Leatherman Tools• Leatherman Tools
• Smart Wool Socks• Smart Wool Socks
• Boots• Boots
• Kids Youth Bows• Kids Youth Bows

Gift Certificates AvailableGift Certificates Available

www.morsesportinggoods.com    603-464-3444
85 Contoocook Falls Road • Hillsboro

Morse Sporting GoodsMorse Sporting Goods
EverythingEverything  for the outdoor enthusiast!  for the outdoor enthusiast!

763-5571258 Stagecoach Rd.                         www.dextersnh.com

DEXTER’S INN TRAILSDEXTER’S INN TRAILS
X-C Ski & SnowshoeX-C Ski & Snowshoe

Sunapee, NHSunapee, NH

d Groomed Trail Network

d Equipment Rental & Lessons

d Cozy Warming Room
     with Fireplace

d We Love Beginners,
     Families, and Groups!!

Present this adPresent this ad
to receiveto receive

TWO TRAILTWO TRAIL
PASSESPASSES

for the price of  onefor the price of  one

New London’s Bakery and Coffee Cafe

374 Main Street, New London  •  603-526-6010
grounds374mainst@gmail.com

Open 7 days a week 8a-4p
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Creative, colorful Christmas ideas for kids
Picking out the perfect presents for kids 

this holiday doesn't limit your search to simply 
including gifts with screens or the hottest tech 
gadgets.

Although the amount of options in 
store and on virtual shelves for kids can be 
somewhat overwhelming, gifts fostering 
imaginative play and creativity never go out 
of style. Even if it seems your children already 
have pretty much everything, getting back 
to the basics with crafty gifts like paint and 
art sets, color and wash collectibles, science 
kits or customizable DIY projects encourage 
children to express their creativity and explore 
their inner-artists.

Consider these activities that can spark 
imagination and allow kids of all ages to 
create colorful memories this holiday season. 
Find more at Crayola.com.
 Custom Craft Creations

Give the kids creative freedom with an 
option like Crayola's Maker series, which al-
lows them to create custom paper and mark-
ers for arts and crafts time at home or school 
projects. The Marker Maker comes with 16 
makeable markers along with a color mixing 
guide and customizable labels for each one. 
The Paper Maker includes an instruction book-

let, paper-making pulp to make 20 sheets of 
5-by-8-inch paper, a stir and smoothing tool 
and a pressure plate. Both kits make it fun and 
easy to craft DIY cards, decor, notes and other 
projects.
 Colorful Pets

Kids can take imaginative, creative play 
to new places this holiday season with the 
Scribble Scrubbie Pets Grooming Truck. This 
life-like environment includes a grooming 

truck with moving wheels and features a 
real working spray pump and scrub tub that 
allow kids to wash and clean the two included 
pets just like real groomers do. The truck also 
doubles as an easy-to-pack storage solution 
for taking the customizable pets on-the-go for 
later use. After creating a colorful look for their 
pets using washable markers, kids can simply 
scrub them clean for a fresh blank canvas to 
create over and over. (Family Features)
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GIFTS THAT BRING JOY

GIVE
Find your comfort and joy at Settlers Crossing in North Conway, NH.

Indulge in flavors from local menus and revel in the holiday magic of the open-air 
mountain setting. Come eat, play, shop and be merry at Settlers Crossing. settlersgreen.com
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Popping up festive Christmas fun
During a holiday season that may not 

quite feel the same for many families, you 
can add a magic touch to at-home festivities 
with activities and treats that get everyone 
involved. Creating decorative holiday sweets 
allows little ones and grown-ups alike to take 
part in the fun, and the end result is delicious 
desserts for all to enjoy. 

Start with a main ingredient like whole-
grain, freshly popped popcorn. At 30 calories 
a cup, it's naturally low in fat, non-GMO and 
gluten-free for a nutritious alternative to 
traditional holiday indulgences. It's a clever 
way to create artsy representations of the 
season at hand that celebrate festive flavors 
like peppermint, coconut, chocolate and other 
sweet eats. 

For example, Coconut Popcorn Snowballs 
add fun and flavor to wintertime with a coat 
of sweetened coconut "snow" and candy cane 
handle while easy-to-construct Holiday Pop-
corn Snowmen are sure to be a hit with your 
children. Add to the holiday spirit throughout 
your home with wintery Jingle Balls that call 
for colored sugars to create a magical spar-
kling effect then take the creativity to the next 
level by encouraging kids to make their own 

red-nosed, sleigh-pulling team of Chocolate 
Popcorn Reindeer. 

Discover more decorative dessert recipes 
at popcorn.org.
COCONUT POPCORN SNOWBALLS

Yield: 8 balls (4 inches) 
2  cups shredded or flaked sweetened 

coconut
nonstick cooking spray
3  quarts popped popcorn
4  tablespoons (1/2 stick) butter or 

margarine
3  cups miniature marshmallows
1  teaspoon coconut or vanilla extract
8  candy canes or candy cane sticks 

(about 3-4 inches)
Place large sheet wax or parchment paper 

over work surface. Spread coconut on paper.
Spray large mixing bowl lightly with non-

stick cooking spray and place popcorn inside.
In medium saucepan, melt butter over low 

heat. Stir in marshmallows until melted and 
mixture is smooth. Pour over popcorn and mix 
well until coated.

Spray hands with cooking spray and press 
mixture firmly to form into balls. Place balls on 
coconut; roll and press coconut to coat. While 
holding popcorn balls, gently press candy 
cane into each ball.

Serve immediately or wrap individually   

Nov. 27th-Nov. 29th
★★  All Gift Cards 20% Off  ★★

*Gi f t  Cer t i f i ca tes  can  no t  be  used  the  same day  o f  purchase

GIFT CARD SALEGIFT CARD SALE

Shop early and save...Shop early and save...
Santa would be proud!Santa would be proud!

www.hennikercountryspirit.comwww.hennikercountryspirit.com

“In the only Henniker on earth”
262 Maple Street • Henniker, NH

603-428-7007

Tues.-Thurs. Open at 4PM  •  Fri.-Sun. Open at 12PMTues.-Thurs. Open at 4PM  •  Fri.-Sun. Open at 12PM
Heated PatioHeated Patio •  • Indoor Dining - Reservations RecommendedIndoor Dining - Reservations Recommended

A great place to gather with friends & family for the holidays

The Toadstool Bookshops

12 Depot Square
Peterborough, NH 03458

M-F 10-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4 • 924-3543

Somerset Plaza, 375 Amherst St.,
Suite 101A, Nashua , NH 03063

Mon - Sat, 9-9,  Sun 10-4 • 673-1734

Corner of Main & Emerald St., Keene, NH, M-S 9-9, Sun. 10-6 • 352-8815 • www.toadbooks.com

The Toadstool Bookshops
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 “Iron Roads of the Monadnock Region. Vols I and II: Railroads 
of Southwestern New Hampshire and North-Central Mas-
sachusetts” by Bradford Blodget and Richard Richards  brings 

to life the story of now largely forgotten railroads that 
once operated in the area, shining new light on the roads’ 
stories from their beginnings to the present. The authors  
detail how and why the roads were built in the � rst place, 

where they went and what they did, their roles in the economy of the 
Monadnock Region, and what became of them.
“Becoming a Good Creature” by Sy Montgomery School is not the 

only place to � nd a teacher. In this picture book adaptation of 
Sy Montgomery and Rebecca Green’s New York Times best-
selling How to Be a Good Creature, learn the many surprising 
lessons animals have to teach us about friendship, compas-

sion, and how to be a better creature in the world.
“A Cry from the Far Middle: Dispatches from a Divided Land” 
by P.J. O’Rourke This uproarious look at the current state of these 

United States includes essays like “Woke to the Sound of 
Laughter,” about the upside of being “woke” (and unable to 
get back to sleep); “Sympathy vs. Empathy,” which considers 
whether it’s better to hold people’s hands or bust into their 
heads; a brief digression “On the Additional Hell of the 

Internet of Things” because your juicer is sending fake news to your FitBit 
about what’s in your refrigerator; and many more.
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Belletetes Your One Stop Holiday Shop

We have something for every one on your shopping list.

Come shop with us and see everything we have to make your holiday 
shopping easier all in one place! 

Visit our website to download a copy of our “Tis the Season to Save” 
8-page Sales Flyer (or pick up one at one of our 9 locations) for great 
gift ideas, decorations and more!  Sale runs Nov 25- Dec 31, 2020.

JAFFREY, NH
603.532.7716

PEMBROKE, NH
603.224.7483

SUNAPEE, NH
603.763.9070

ANDOVER, NH
603.735.5544

ASHLAND, NH
603.968.7626

WINCHENDON, MA
978.297.1162

NASHUA, NH
603.880.7778

PETERBOROUGH, NH
603.924.9436

MOULTONBOROUGH, NH
603.253.4404

www.belletetes.com

in plastic wrap for storage.
JINGLE BALLS

Yield: 12 cups
Nonstick cooking spray
12  cups popped popcorn
6  tablespoons butter or margarine
3  cups mini marshmallows
1/2  teaspoon peppermint extract
assorted colored sugars
Spray large mixing bowl lightly with non-

stick cooking spray. Add popcorn.
Spread plastic wrap on cookie sheet; set 

aside. 
In medium saucepan, melt butter and 

marshmallows; stir until mixture is smooth. 
Stir in peppermint extract. Pour over popcorn, 
mixing until well coated. Let cool 2 minutes.

Spray hands with nonstick cooking spray 

and form popcorn mixture into 3-inch balls. 
Gently press colored sugar onto balls. Let sit 
on prepared cookie sheet until cool and set.
CHOCOLATE POPCORN REINDEER

Servings: 8 
8  cups unsalted, unbuttered, popped 

popcorn
2 1/2  cups mini marshmallows
1/2  cup chopped dark chocolate or dark 

chocolate chips
2  tablespoons butter or light olive oil
1/4  teaspoon salt
16  pretzel sticks
16  eyeball candies
8  red candy-coated 

chocolate candies
Place popcorn in large mixing bowl.
In saucepan over medium heat, heat 

marshmallows, chocolate, butter and salt, 
stirring often, until smooth. Toss marshmallow 
mixture with popcorn until well combined.

Scoop 3/4 cup popcorn mixture into ball. 
Repeat with remaining mixture to make eight 
balls. Place each ball in paper muffin cup liner.

Insert one pretzel stick on each side of 
ball to resemble antlers, attach two eyeball 
candies for "eyes" and one red chocolate 
candy for "nose." Repeat with remaining balls. 
Let cool completely.
HOLIDAY POPCORN SNOWMEN

Yield: 5 snowmen 
1  package (1 pound) large marshmal-

lows
1/4  cup (1/2 stick) butter or margarine, 

plus additional for greasing hands
1  teaspoon vanilla
10  cups popped popcorn
In large saucepan, melt marshmallows 

and 1/4 cup butter. Remove from heat and stir 
in vanilla. Let stand 5 minutes.

Pour marshmallow mixture over popcorn 
and stir. Butter hands well and form into balls.

Decorate with sprinkles, licorice, gum 
drops and cinnamon candies, if desired. (Fam-
ily Features)
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ConwayScenic.com
(603) 356-5251

38 Norcross Circle | N. Conway Village
Children under 4 ride FREE in Coach.

SANTA’S HOLIDAY EXPRESS:
Trains board at 11:30pm and 1:30pm
Nov 27-29, Dec 5-6, 12-3, 19-23. 

PLUS: WINTER VALLEY TRAINS
Dec 26-Jan 1, and Snow Trains weekend
through March, and Presidents Week. 

Check website for details and train schedules. 

Expanded Holiday &
Winter Schedules!

Get crafty this year and 
spread holiday cheer

Holiday decorations bring a smile to everyone's face, and this year, 
we could all use that now more than ever. Crafting seasonal décor 
instead of shopping for it gives 
you and your family something to 
occupy your extra time at home 
and helps you avoid big crowds 
and shopping stress. Perhaps you'll 
make wooden signs with jolly mes-
sages or metal snowflakes covered 
in lights? Or maybe you'll craft orna-
ments for the tree or engrave life-
lasting messages into the menorah? No matter the craft, a homemade 
holiday novelty will bring a sense of pride and happiness to all. Ready 
to get crafty and holiday savvy? Here's what to do:
 Make a plan 

Visualize your project in your space and measure the location so 
you know how many supplies you need. Take a look around to notice 
what areas have the most room. Get a view from the outside to see 
what your neighbors will see when passing by. Browse social media/
decoration sites for inspiration. Save pictures of your favorites and then 
picture it fitting in your space. You could even sketch out your design 
on paper to get a clearer vision of what you're going to create. Locate 
your sources of electricity if you want to incorporate lights, music or 
even snow machines (hey, we can dream!). Be sure you have extension 
cords if you'll need them.
 Shop for your materials

Shop for and select the items that are eye-catching and fun. Con-
sider bright, festive colors and pretty patterns. Research the items you 
need, and what stores near you carry them before you leave to save 
some time. Price check between stores to ensure you don't overspend. 
If possible, you can even order online supplies ahead of time to avoid 
the crowds.
 Have the best tools in your tool belt

Equip yourself with tools that are lightweight, versatile, portable, 
user friendly and the very best to get the job done. The new MakerX 
line of tools from Worx will elevate your home-crafter game, giving 
you a range of creative options, allowing you to create from anywhere 
and perfecting the small details that make all the difference. The tool 
set revolves around a 20V Power Hub battery that powers five versatile 
tools, including an air brush, angle grinder, mini heat gun, rotary tool 
and wood and metal grinder, so the possibilities are limitless. Be sure to 
test out your tools on some scraps first before diving into your perfect 
materials and always follow safety measures.
 Set the mood 

You've got everything you need so now it's time to start feeling 
festive. Light an apple cinnamon, vanilla cookie, fir and firewood or 
whatever spiced-snow-scent-tickles-your-fancy candle, turn on the cold 
weather carols and get your groove on. Pour a cup of cocoa - or a glass 
of spiked cider for mom and dad - and get to work!
 Kick back and admire your work 

Enjoy the company of those around you as you work together to 
make your holiday crafts and see the beauty in creating something 
with your hands, regardless of the imperfections. Work any mistakes 
into your final design. After all, the experience is half the fun, and you're 
making memories that will last forever. Proudly display your holiday 
decorations in and out of your home for yourself, your family and your 
neighbors to enjoy. Take lots of pictures for friends and family who can't 
be there in person and share your work on social media. A little joy 
goes a long way. (BPT) 
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Christmas presents for every person (and pet) on your list
With a variety of personalities and interests likely on your 

holiday shopping list, finding the perfect gift for everyone can 
be a daunting task. Rather 
than spending countless 
hours browsing online 
or walking up and down 
store aisles, consider this 
array of gift ideas that 
can put you on the path 
toward successful shop-
ping during a holiday 
season sure to be unlike 

any before it.
With more people spending time at home, gifts that can 

keep the house clean, showcase team spirit or provide a simple 
way to pass the time can be hits. Of course, you can also ship a 
tasty meal directly to a loved one's door or give that four-legged 
family member an extra special treat. Find more holiday gift-
giving inspiration at eLivingtoday.com.
 A Tasteful Holiday Gift

Give the gift of flavor this holiday season with a full spread 
of Omaha Steaks favorites in 
one collection. Loaded with 
double-trimmed, famously 
fork-tender Butcher's Cut filet 
mignons, tender and crispy 
bacon-wrapped filet mignons, 
flavor-packed burgers, classic 
boneless pork chops, juicy 
boneless chicken breasts, 

gourmet jumbo franks, all-beef meatballs, a savory side and 
dessert, it's a memorable and delicious gift everyone can enjoy. 
Find more flavorful holiday gift ideas at omahasteaks.com.
 The No. 1 Gift Pick

Give the sports fan in your life an authentic piece of col-
lectible memorabilia to showcase his or her team spirit, such as 
this Patrick Mahomes Super Bowl LIV MVP Dynasty Banner from 
Winning Streak Sports - The #1 Premium Licensed Product in 
Sports. Created to commemorate some of the greatest teams, 
schools and players, these limited-edition high stich count 
banners, which are available framed or unframed, are made 
from 100% wool blend felt with iron-safe backing and include 
a hanging cord for easy display. Find more upscale, gift-worthy 

sports memorabilia at win-
ningstreaksports.com.
 A Riveting Read

Provide the bookworm in 
your life with a true thriller like 
"Pilate's Cross" by J. Alexander 
Greenwood, a murder mystery 
based on a true story. A sleepy 
college town in the middle 
of nowhere is just the fresh 
start John Pilate needs, but 

he didn't count on uncovering a deadly conspiracy. In over his 
head, Pilate risks it all to get to the truth in this tale exploding 
with action, crisp dialogue and quirky twists. Visit amazon.com 
to find the book.
 Count Down to the Holidays with Your Pet

Add more happiness to 
your pet's holiday season with 
an option like this Merry & 
Bright Holiday Deck The Howls 
with Cookies Advent Calendar 
Dog Treat, which is available at 
PetSmart. Your dog has been 
good all year, so don't forget 
to include him or her in the 
holiday countdown with an 
advent calendar of his or her 
own. Find more holiday gift 
ideas for your pets at petsmart.
com.

 Give the Gift of Time
Gifting your family a vacuum-and-mop-in-one like the DEE-

BOT T8 allows you to enjoy the 
holidays and leave the clean-
ing to the robot. It provides 
hands-free cleaning and re-
moves 99.26% of bacteria with 
its patented OZMO Mopping 
System. With no pre-cleaning 
needed and a runtime of 
more than three hours, it also 

detects obstacles with accuracy to avoid collisions and getting 
stuck. Learn more at ecovacs.com/us. (Family Features)

WWW.GRANITEQUILL.COM  |   CHRISTMAS GUIDE 2020  |  PAGE 11

35 Main Street
Goffstown, NH 03045

603.384.2557

RAFFLES, PRIZES AND 
DISCOUNTS!!

Come visit us for
SMALL BUSINESSSMALL BUSINESS
SATURDAYSATURDAY November 28th 
extended hours, open 8AM-6PM

  FREE grab bag
      for the first 25 customers!

  FREE DEMOS
      every 2 hours starting at 10AM.

www.n i gh t ow l q u i l t i n g s t u d i o . c om

◆◆

Many Blessings To All fromMany Blessings To All from

(603) 880-3974(603) 880-3974
CALL FOR HOLIDAY HOURS

http://The-Turquoise-Shop.com/
427 Amherst Street • Nashua, NH

Great Holiday SpecialsGreat Holiday Specials

THE TURQUOISE SHOPTHE TURQUOISE SHOPTHE TURQUOISE SHOPTHE TURQUOISE SHOP
Authentic Native American Jewelry & Art
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• Premium Propane & Pure Comfort Home Heating Fuels
• Fully Certi� ed / Licensed Technicians

• HVAC System Design & Installation • 24 Hour Emergency Service

(603) 746-3456   76 Pine Street, Contoocook, NH 03229
H.R. Clough, Inc. & Kearsarge Heating

Happy 
Holidays 
from...

H
eating Oils & Propan

e

Gift 
Certi� cates

Available!

Email: hrclough@conknet.com • Web: www.hrclough.com

8:008:00AMAM--4:004:00PMPM
• Weekends Only •• Weekends Only •

OPENINGOPENING
SATURDAYSATURDAY

NOVEMBER 28NOVEMBER 28THTH

Choose & Cut Trees tt $50
Decorated Wreaths

DDONAGHEYONAGHEY T TREEREE F FARMARM

3rd Range Road • 3rd Range Road • Off Pembroke Hill RoadOff Pembroke Hill Road •  • Pembroke, NH • (603) 485-5031Pembroke, NH • (603) 485-5031

For the clothes you live in 
and the gifts they'll love!!

902 Main Street, Contoocok
2 Capital Plaza, Concord

www.IndigoBluesandCo.com

find us on:

Gingerbread Cookie Shake
• 1 1/2 cups vanilla protein 
   shake
• 1 tbsp. molasses
• 1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon
• 1/4 tsp. ground ginger
• 1 frozen banana
• 1 tbsp. chia seeds
• 1/2 cup ice
1. Add all ingredients into 
a blender and blend until 
smooth. Serve.

❄

❄

❄

❄

❄

❄

❄

❄

❄

World-Wide DeliveryWorld-Wide Delivery • All major credit cards accepted All major credit cards accepted 
Serving Hopkinton, Henniker, Warner, Serving Hopkinton, Henniker, Warner, 

Webster and surrounding areasWebster and surrounding areas

Full Service Florist • 232 Park Ave. Contoocook, NH • 746-3963

Fraser Christmas Trees Fraser Christmas Trees • Chenille Scarves  Chenille Scarves • Wool Hats Wool Hats 
Mittens Mittens • Quilted Table Runners  Quilted Table Runners • Berry Bowls Berry Bowls 
Pots of Paper Whites Pots of Paper Whites • Amaryllis  Amaryllis • Poinsettias Poinsettias

Our OwnOur Own

Handmade
Handmade

Wreaths!Wreaths!

It’s Christmas Time at the

Full Service Florist Full Service Florist • 232 Park Ave. Contoocook, NH  232 Park Ave. Contoocook, NH • 746-3963 746-3963

Cranberry Barn 
          ~Flower Shop~

❄
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COVID-19 restrictions mean the 2020 holiday season will be dif-
ferent this year, but that doesn't mean you have to become a Grinch. 
Although extensive travel, large group gatherings and many traditional 
activities can't happen, you can find imaginative ways to be just as joy-
ful with a dash of creativity. 
 Alternative approaches 
to work holiday parties

With the pandemic causing many offices to go remote as well 
as restrictions for restaurants and group gatherings, this year will 
have to be a celebration of a different kind. Fortunately, technology 
is making many things possible. Employers want to show employees 
they care and are expected to shake things up in creative ways. This 
could include sending meals to everyone through home delivery and 
then meeting online to enjoy them together. This might be a video 
gathering for an ugly sweater contest paired with fun games that can 
be played digitally such as bingo and holiday trivia. Maybe it's hiring 
a live musician to play and everyone can sign in for a virtual happy 
hour while enjoying the customized tunes. Might someone suggest 
karaoke?!
 Online shopping expected to soar

Last year, 56% of consumers reported they would make their 
holiday purchases online vs. at retail stores, according to the National 
Retail Federation. The experts at Purchasing Power - an employee 
purchase program - have witnessed this trend growing exponentially 
since March and expect at-home shopping to soar over the upcoming 
holidays. With so many people continuing to work or attend school at 
home, Purchasing Power anticipates the most popular (and practical) 
gifts to be purchased and delivered right to people's doors include new 

Used &
Vintage
Guitars

Used &
Vintage
Guitars

Used &
Vintage
Guitars

• Electric • Acoustic
• Bass & More!

Sell • Buy • Trade • Consignment
Gift Certificates Available

Mon-Fri. 11am-6pm • Sat. 11am-5pm
Open Sunday 12-4 for December leading up to Christmas Day

RETROMUSIC
www.retroguitar.com

38 Washington St, Keene, NH 03431 • (603) 357-9732

Holiday hot spotHoliday hot spot
for locally hand-for locally hand-
made products!made products!  
Microwave bowl cozies; 
jewelry; jams; beer, bread & 
cookie mixes; candles; incense; 
essential oils; wood engraving; 
birdhouses and unique tables; knit hats and Collectibles!

The Other ArkThe Other Ark  Take 2Take 2
Gifts & Collectibles

226 West Main Street, Hillsborough, NH  •  (603) 680-4252

You’re sure to find something for anyone!

❄
❄

❄
❄❄ ❄

laptops and home electronics, personal health and fitness equipment 
and ergonomic office furniture. Of course, toys, video games - there 
are many new products and gaming systems this year for kid and adult 
gamers - and small luxury items will still bring smiles to those longing 
for unexpected surprises during the 2020 holidays.
 Travel less, make more memories 
at home

With airline travel at a minimum and health top of mind, many 
people won't be traveling to bake holiday treats and celebrate good 
tidings in person. Consider alternatives this year and plan a family video 
chat time to bake cookies together. Select and share a recipe ahead of 
time and then sign on to your digital device to talk with each other as 
you each prepare dough, bake and enjoy treats. 

For younger children with shorter attention spans, you may just 
want to plan a virtual cookie or cupcake decorating party. Or perhaps 
you get crafty and make some hand-cut snowflakes or colorful paper 
garlands. As you add the perfect touches to holiday treats, exchange 
memories of holidays past and even pull out old family photo albums 
or videos to reminisce. 

The 2020 holiday season is sure to be unique, but "different" can 
still be good. With an optimistic mindset and clever ideas, you'll put a 
new spin on family and workplace traditions and make some lasting 
memories. Learn more at www.purchasingpower.com. (BPT)

❄
❄

❄How to spread joy to everyone from anywhere this Christmas
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In Need Of a Little Help For The Holidays?
We’ve Got You Covered!

PACKING & SHIPPING FEDEX & UPS
Overnight, 2 Day, 3 Day, Ground Services, Full 
Service, Fragile Packing, Packing Supplies

GRAPHIC DESIGN 
Logo Design, Business Cards, T-Shirts, 
Banners/Signs, Color Matching, Posters, 

Hallmark, Photo Gifts, Photo Lab
Hallmark cards, photo gifts, premium quality photo 
prints, many sizes, Frames, and more!

New London, NH  &  Peterborough, NH

peterboroughcamera.com

HHENNIKER ENNIKER FFARM ARM &&  CCOUNTRY OUNTRY SSTORETORE
110 BRADFORD ROAD • HENNIKER • 428-3255 • OPEN: M-F 8-6; SAT. 8-5; SUN. 9-1110 BRADFORD ROAD • HENNIKER • 428-3255 • OPEN: M-F 8-6; SAT. 8-5; SUN. 9-1

balsam and fraser firs

We will haveWe will have
LOCAL NH treesLOCAL NH trees
Balsam Wreaths from 12” - 48”

Western Mix Wreaths •• Decorated Wreaths
Decorated Kissing Balls •• Balsam Garland

❄
❄

❄

❄
❄



Nearly half of low-income Americans 
reported that they or someone in their 
household experienced some type of 
income loss during the pandemic, ac-
cording to information published by Pew 
Research Center. Because more people 
are facing hardship this year due to the 
impacts of COVID-19, more families in 
your community will likely be in need of 
assistance this holiday season and into 
2021. Organizations like The Salvation 
Army estimate they could serve up to 
155% more people with Christmas as-
sistance this year, assuming the resources 
are available, based on increased services 
already provided during the pandemic. 
In order to aid those most vulnerable, 
nonprofit organizations across the nation 
need your help. Explore ways to make an 
impact and serve as a beacon of hope for 
those in need:

 Donate Food - Gathering around 
a table filled with homemade food is a 
treasured tradition for many families, 
but for others it's a luxury beyond reach. 
Donating food to your local food pantry 
or other community organizations can 
help give the gift of Christmas, ensuring 

more families are able to come together 
to enjoy a meal as part of their holiday 
celebrations. 

 Volunteer Your Time - Not all gifts 
require spending money. You can give 
back by volunteering your time to make 
the holiday season brighter for families 
and individuals who need assistance. 
Organizations in your area often need 
volunteers for projects like sorting food 
and necessities for care packages, serving 
food in soup kitchens or making holiday 
cards to send to nursing homes. 

Another example of how to get 
involved is through The Salvation Army's 
iconic Red Kettle Campaign. Protocols are 
in place to ensure the safety of bell ring-
ers, donors and partners, so enthusiastic 
bell ringers can join the effort and help 
raise money this holiday season. 

 Adopt a Child for the Holidays 
- Some local organizations work directly 
with low-income families in the com-
munity to identify their children's specific 
needs. They gather information on each 
child in the family, including their special 
interests, clothing sizes and wishes for 
holiday gifts. When you adopt a child 

or family, whether on your own or in 
partnership with others, you commit to 
purchasing items on the child's wish list 
to ensure they have everything he or she 
needs to celebrate the season, from food 
and gifts to clothing essentials.

To get involved or find more ways to 
help, visit rescuechristmas.org.

Most Needed 
Holiday Items

* Baby necessities like bottles, 
   blankets, diapers and wipes
* Warm weather attire, like winter
    coats, mittens, hats and scarves
* Books or board games
* Dolls, action figures or other toys
    that inspire imaginative play
* School and art supplies
* Personal care items like shampoo, 
   soap, deodorant or hair products
* Cleaning supplies
* Laundry detergent and fabric 
   softener
* Gift cards to retail stores
* Pre-paid gas cards
* Restaurant or grocery gift 
    certificates (Family Features)

(603)228-4872   District #5 Rd • Concord, NH
www.rossviewfarm.com

Balsam 
Fir &
Fraser 

Fir

9a-3p Weekends • Wed-Fri 1p-4p

AV Concepts
RadioShack Dealer

Video
Streaming Devices, DVD Player,
Television, Tablets, Smart Phones

Toys
Drones, Helicopters, Tracks, Lazer 
Tag, RC Cars, Putty, RC Trucks,
RC Tanks, Magnets, etc

Monday, Wednesday-Saturday 9-6; Tuesday 9-5; Sunday 9-5
603-464-3210  •  65 West Main Street, Hillsboro NH 03244

Audio
Headphones, Speakers, Cable Adapters,
AM/FM Radio, Shortwave, Scanners,

CB, FRS, Telephones

❄
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Help families struggling this Christmas due to COVID-19
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276 W. Main Street, Hillsboro, NH 
Open 7am-10pm Mon.-Sat.  7am-9pm Sunday  www.shaws.com

 “You are in for something fresh, 
getting better and better - even more lower prices!”

We have all your holiday needs!
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    HillsboroughHillsborough
Olde FashionedOlde Fashioned
ChristmasChristmas

Hillsborough Pride presents

• 6AM-2PM: Hannah’s Diner  Free Coffee or Hot Chocolate with the purchase of a meal
• 7AM-4PM: Two Girls Bakery  Stop by to see our specials
• 7:30AM-5PM: Tire Warehouse  10% Off Snow Tire Changeover
• 9AM-6PM: Radio Shack 25% Off Toys 20% Off Batteries in stock
• 10AM-5PM: Holiday Pop UP Shop- 497 W. Main St Raffling a Stocking with an item
   from each vendor
• 10AM-6PM: Tooky Mills Pub  10% Off Any Entree
• 10AM-5PM: Agway  20% Off Bird Feeders & Pet Toys
• 10AM-2PM: Sincal  5% Off Woodstoves
• 10AM-2PM: Toppers Salon  10% Off All Products Plus Play & Save Game
• 10AM-2PM: Morse Sporting Goods  10% Discount On Selected Items
• 10AM-12PM: Fuller Library  Free Take-Home Crafts
• 11AM-4PM: The Other Ark Take 2  Free Coffee and Tea
• 11AM-5PM: Hilsborough House of Pizza & Bar  10% Off a NY Pizza
• 11AM-9PM: Yanni’s Pizza  $2.00 Off Any Pizza
• 12Noon-9PM: Sampan  10% Off Meal (Dining In Only)
• 1PM Butler Park Christmas Pet Parade Sponsored by the Hillsborough Chamber
• 3PM Buter Park Christmas Scarecrow Contest Sponsored by Hillsborough Pride
• 4PM Butler Park Free Hot Cider and Munchkins Courtesy of The Messenger
• 4:30 PM Butler Park  Santa’s Parade Arrives, Christmas Caroling with Santa 
   and Pam Stohrer
• 5:00PM Butler Park  Santa Lights The Tree

—SCHEDULEOFEVENTS—

DD edicated to the memory of YY vonne WW iegleman

SATURDAY DECEMBER 5 • 2020
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